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PROLOGUE 


In the final tally of time, this family history has taken over twenty 
years to complete--if there possibly can be such a word ag "complete," in 
the ever-changing realm of genealogy. Thus,it perhaps would be much more 
accurate to say that YESTERDAY this family history was complete; TOMORROW 
there inevitably will have to be some changes made in it. 

Over the years that this genealogy has been in, the making, so many of 
those who genetically bore our family here have departed, and so many others 
who likewise will bear it hence have arrived. In compiling the information 
and material on these pages, I have been ever-mindful of the words of the 
poet Ogden Nash, who so beautifully captured the emotional effect of the 


past and present in the following lines: 


When I remember bygone days 

I think how evening follows morn; 
So many I loved were not yet dead, 
So many I love were not yet born. 

Accordingly, I dedicate this family history to ALL of our ancestors 
who "set us a-sai‘l" upon our myriad "genetic journeys," and to the future 
generations who will continue our voyages to destinations we scarcely can 
imagine. In making this dedication, I pay a special tribute to Maner Soule 
Lawton and Sarah Adelaide Sams, the primary subjects of this genealogy, and 
the wellspring from which it has sprung. 

I sincerely hope that someone someday will continue this chronicle, 
thereby preserving the names and the memories of all the individuals whose 


lives are reflected herein, in order that future generations may be able 


to enjoy and appreciate the beauty and dignity of their heritage. 


Paul Smith Lawton, Jr. 
Myrtle Beach, SC 
January 2000 








APRIL 1989--BLUFFTON, SC 
STILESTIE'S ANNUAL REUNION FOR THE DESCENDANTS OF 
MANER SOULE AND ADELAIDE SAMS LAWTON 








I am sure that this family photo will evoke many fond memories 
for all of us. I found it among Aunt Adelaide's belongings right 
after her death in December of 1998, and thought I would include 
it in our family history: 

SEATED, LEFT TO RIGHT: Virginia Lawton Harper, Hayes Fowler 
Lawton, Adelaide Lawton Brown, and Peggy Leech Lawton. 

STANDING, LEFT TO RIGHT: James King Maner, Thomas Oregon Lawton, 
Stiles Mikell Harper, Caroline Lawton Kilgo, John Simpson Kilgo, 


Mary Lawton Hodges, and Ella Lawton Hooks. 


RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS, Stiles Mikell Harper, a lifelong resident of Estill and a 
devoted family man, has taken an active interest in the welfare of his 
community and the State of South Carolina, having been awarded the Order 
_ of the Palmetto, and 


WHEREAS, he has been a successful businessman, serving as president 
and co-founder of Harper and Bowers, Inc. and the Southern Soya 
Corporation, and 


WHEREAS, health care has been one of his primary concerns, and he 
has given his time and energy to many related organizations, including 
Hampton General Hospital, the Hampton County Health Advisory Council 
and the Lowcountry Rural Area Health Education Consortium, and 


WHEREAS, he has been extremely generous in his time and support of 
the Medical University of South Carolina, serving on its Board of Visitors, 
the Board of Trustees of the Health Sciences Foundation, and the Advisory 
Board of the Storm Eye Institute, where he is stepping down after 23 years, 


and, 


WHEREAS, in return for his generosity, the Medical University has 
named its student center for him and his wife, Virginia, and has awarded him 
an honorary degree, joining the State of South Carolina and other entities in 
acknowledging his contributions over the years. 


THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Medical 
University of South Carolina thanks Stiles Mikell Harper for his devotion to 
this institution, to the State of South Carolina, and to the people whose lives 
he has enriched through his generosity and compassion, on this Eleventh day 
of May in the Year Nineteen Hundred and Ninety-nine. 





SPECIAL NOTE OF APPRECIATION 


The hour is late and the "press is waiting," but I want to take 
this literally last-moment opportunity to thank Anne and Sonny Clardy 
for their most thoughtful and generous contribution to this update of 
our family history. 

Anne and Sonny paid for the cover and binding of this chronicle 
of our family's journey from the past to the present, and we owe them 
our deepest gratitude for their love and support. 

Actually, the whole idea for the "family presentation" of this 
update of ALL THEIR CHILDREN was Anne's, since I was so preoccupied 
with research details, etc., that I had completely forgotten how I 
was going to "deliver it." Thanks to Anne and Sonny, this problem 
and oversight on my part was solved, and to both of them I am most 
grateful, as I am sure all the rest of you are. 

In addition to everything else, Anne tomorrow is going to help 
me organize and arrange the pages of our family history in an orderly 
sequence, a task in itself, but one which I am certain we will enjoy 
carrying out. I mention this fact simply to show how family histories 
such as this one flow from the love and support of many members, and 


are not merely the isolated efforts of a few. 
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LOOKING BACK: ALL THEIR CHILDREN IN 1931 


VI. Maner Soule Lawton mar. Adelaide Sams; 5 ch.: 
1. Caroline, mar. J. K. Maner. 
2. Elizabeth, mar. Mr. Mallard. 
3. Brewton, mar. Marion Smith. 
4. Thomas Oregon, mar. Nancy White. 
5. Robert Sams, mar. Miss Simpkins. 


Nearly seventy years ago, when Cousin Annie Miller compiled her 
splendid and indispensable "labor or love," Our Family Circle, with 
which we all are so familiar and cherish so deeply, the above "bud" 
from page 328 is all that appeared on our ancestor and ancestress, 
Maner Soule and Sarah Adelaide Sams Lawton. 

Way back then, who, in any genealogist's wildest dreams, could 
have imagined how this "bud" not only would "blossom," but burgeon 
into a "Separate circle"--a "family tree" in itself? Well, it did-- 
and here it is, on the following pages which continue to "blossom 
and burgeon," even as we read them. 

NOTE: If we had been around in 1931 to help Cousin Annie when 
she collected and compiled our family data, I'm sure she would have 
appreciated our pointing out to her the errors and omissions in the 
above information on the children of Maner Soule and Adelaide Sams 
Lawton. Every family historian strives for accuracy and complete- 
ness, and Cousin Annie was no exception. Likewise, I will be most 
grateful for any corrections and suggestions that any of you might 
wish to offer, in order to make future updates of our family history 


as accurate and complete as possible. 
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Sha K. Maner, Affidavit. 
State of South Carolina. Hampton County. 


+ Pergonally appeared before m@ J.W.Mayfield a Notary Publie for South Carolina 
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The above affidavit by James K. Maner (King's father) is dated 
November 16, 1907, just over a month and a half after Maner Soule 
Lawton's death on September 28 of that year, and was recorded in the 
Hampton County Courthouse on October 19 of the following year. 

In addition to being a wonderful source of genealogical infor- 
mation on our family, this old record also is interesting because it 
traces the ownership of Lawtonwood Plantation from Maner Soule back 
to its previous owner, John Seth Maner, Jr. (1818-1854), who had 
inherited the property from his father, Major John Seth Maner, Sr. 


(1785-1852). "Lawtonwood" thus originally was "Manerwood." 





(8) JOHN SETH MANER’S WILL 
In the name of God, Amen. 


I, John S. Maner of St. Peters Parish, Beaufort District & State of South 
Carolina, planter, being weak in bodily health, but of sound disposing mind 
and memory, thanks be unto God calling into mind the mortality of my body, 
do make & ordain this to be my last will and Testament, hereby revoking all 
others by me heretofore made that is to say, principally & first of all, I give 
and commend my soul into the hands of that God who gave it to me, and my 
body to the grave, to be buried in a Christian manner at the discretion of my 
wife and executors, hoping & believing that at the general resurrection I shall 
receive it again by the mighty power of God. 

As touching the worldly estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me, 
I give and dispose of the same in the following manner & form. 

To Wit. 


First. It is my will & desire that all my just debts be speedily paid. 

Second. I give & bequeath to my beloved wife, Catharine, during her 
natural life, my Gayfield plantation with its improvements & appurtenances, 
Twenty-five prime working slaves & their families, as many house servants as 
she chooses to take, including their families, also best riding carriage & two 
best carriage horses, Six good working animals, horses or mules, all the 
household & kitchen furniture, a sufficiency of wagons, carts, plows, 
Carpenters and blacksmiths tools & other implements needed on the 
plantation. As much of the stock of cattle, hogs, sheep, & poultry as she 
wishes, and provisions for her house & plantation & also for pocket money 
one thousand dollars. My wife, Catharine, is hereby authorized to give from 
the above Negroes, by will or otherwise, if she chooses to do so, one Negro 
to each of our children, or to as many of the children as she may desire. 

Third. I confirm to my daughter, Mary A. Richardson, the property I 
have given to her, including .. . (A gap here in the copy of the will.) 

Fourth. I give & bequeath to my son William F. Maner all the Clarkson 
Tract or plantation (last purchased) including the Gravel-hill settlement 
excepting the portion given to my son John S. Maner, Jr. as stated in the next 
item, also the Negroes which he has now in his possession & which I have 
named off to him. 

Fifth. I give & bequeath to my son John S. Maner, Jr. my Boggy Gut 
plantation, containing about twelve hundred & sixty-seven acres, the Davis & 
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Williams Tracts, also a portion of Gravel-hill to be pointed out by my son 
William F. Maner, also the Negroes he now has in his possession of & which 
I have pointed out to him. 

Sixth. I give & bequeath to my son Samuel P. Maner two tracts of land 
near Palachucla, called sinan tract & Sand hills, bought of Eot(?) Stafford, 
containing together about fifteen hundred acres, also four thousand dollars 
paid for the land on which he now lives and also the Negroes I have named 
off to him which he now has possession of. 

Seventh. I give & confirm to my daughter Catharine M. Lawton the 
Negroes I have given her & the four thousand dollars I paid for the tract of 
land on which she lives. 

Eighth. I give & bequeath to my son Joseph W. Maner my Gayfield 
plantation including that part of the "Porcher" tract east of State branch not 
given to my daughter Susan B. Lawton, in item ninth, to have possession at 
the decease of my wife Catharine, also the Gordon, Jones, and Patty Ou tracts 
of land and also an equal portion in Negroes, horses, & stock of all kinds with 
my other children. 

Ninth. I give & bequeath to my daughter Susan B. Lawton all the 
"Porcher tract" of land as far as the (illegible) of the State branch, and one 
thousand dollars in money to make up for the deficiency and also the Negroes 
I have given off to her. 

Tenth. I give & bequeath to my daughter Jane E. Maner all the Mill 
tract of land, or Creek tract, with the exception of one hundred acres, 
adjoining Overstriet which I have sold to Patty Ou in exchange for another 
tract I got from her & which tract of one hundred acres I hereby confirm to 
her, the said Patty Ou. I give my said daughter also the whole of the 
Washington or Cypress Creek tract & also an equal portion of Negroes, 
horses & stock of various kinds so as to put her on an equal footing with my 
other children. There may be a defect in the title to the Washington tract of 
land hereby bequeathed to my daughter Jane E. & my executors are hereby 
authorized & required to take lands from each of my other children, or their 
husbands, to make good any loss to my daughter Jane may sustain from such 
defect of title. 

Eleventh. It is my wish & intention as near as it can be accomplished to 
put all my children on a footing of perfect equality in regard to my bequests 
of property to them & I hereby direct & enjoin it as my will & desire at my 
decease after payment of my debts, & setting apart the property assigned to 
my wife Catharine & also stock to my son Joseph W. & daughter Jane E. 
equal to what I have given to my other children, the rest & residue of my 
estate shall be equally divided among my eight children, Mary A. Richardson, 
William F. Maner, John S. Maner, Jr., Sam] P. Maner, Catharine M. Lawton, 
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Joseph W. Maner, Susan B. Lawton, & Jane E. Maner and to ascertain how 
to equalize each child’s portion, the whole property in land and Negroes, & 
moneys paid by me for land & Negroes, for each of my children shall be 
brought into the account & regularly appraised & balanced so as to ascertain 
the advance of each child, & then to equalize their respective portions out of 
my estate according to the advances. In addition to the cash paid for any 
children, as mentioned above, I also paid four thousand dollars for Negroes 
for my son John S. which I desire shall be added to his advance of property 
given him by me. 

Twelfth. At the death of my wife Catharine, I desire the property she 
may have undisposed of as authorized in Item second except the land left to 
my son Joseph W. shall be equally divided among my children or their heirs, 
if any be dead. In all cases of distribution, the heirs of each child who may 
have died to take that childs portion. 

Thirteenth. it is my will & desire that my son Joseph W. Maner’s 
property shall not be delivered to him until he arrives at the age of Twenty 
five years, when he shall come into possession of all but the Gayfield 
plantation, which he is not to have possession of until his mother’s death. And 
it is my will and desire that my daughter Jane E. Maner shall not come into 
possession of her share of my estate until she arrives at the age of twenty one 
years, but my said children, Joseph & Jane, shall be entitled, from the division 
of my property, to the income from their respective portions. 

Of this will, I appoint my sons William F. Maner and Samuel P. Maner 
executors. 

In testimony of this being my last will & testament, I have hereunto set 
my hand & seal this twentieth day of March One thousand eight hundred & 
fifty two. 


Signed, sealed, published & declared by the said John S. Maner as his last 
will & Testament. 


NOTES ON THE PLAT AND THE LAND GRANT 
ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES 

Over the years, in all the reading and research that I have done on 
Joseph Maner Lawton, it never occurred to me that he might have lived any- 
where else except at Cypress Vale--at least after he was married. In the 
process of compiling this family history, however, I discovered that our 
ancestor did not obtain possession of this plantation until 1854, only 
eight years before his death in 1862. This, of course, is just one of the 
many reasons that genealogy is so fascinating: One never ceases to discover 
new and interesting things about the past. 

In the years prior to 1854, Joseph and his family apparently lived at 
Robertville, though I do not yet know exactly where. When time permits, I 
will have to pore over the census records for 1820-1850, in an attempt to 
pinpoint where his home might have been located. In the meantime, we need 
to revise our family records to reflect the fact that Joseph's son, Maner 
Soule Lawton, was not born at Cypress Vale, as we previously have assumed, 
but instead somewhere in the Robertville area--more than likely at Black 
Swamp Plantation, Mulberry Grove Plantation, or possibly Pineland Plan- 
tation. As the plat and the land grant on the next two pages will show, 
none of Joseph's twelve children would have been born at Cypress Vale, 
since Maner Soule, his last child, was six years old when his father was 
granted this tract of land. 

Both the plat and the land grant are difficult to read, but if you 
study them closely you can discern at the bottom of the plat that the tract 
of land comprising Cypress Vale consisted of 3,734 acres. This tract was 
surveyed on June 16, 1854, and the plat was recorded on August 11 of the 
same year. According to the information on the grant, the State of South 
Carolina granted this 3,734-acre tract of land to Joseph Maner Lawton on 
October 2, 1854 (Maner Soule's birthday). I am sure that further research 
will reveal additional information on this interesting land acquisition 
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This map from page 63 of Jim Kilgo's book From Pipe Creek to Matthew's 
Bluff will provide those who are unfamiliar with the "Old Brighton" 
area with a general outlay of the land in the time of Maner Soule Law- 
ton, and a fairly accurate idea of the locations of the plantations 

and homes that are referred to in this family history. Maner Soule was 
only a year old in 1850, so Lawtonwood Plantation did not yet exist as 
Lawton property, being then owned by his Maner cousins. 


Major Plantations 
of Upper St. Saint Peter's 
1850 


(property lines approximate) 
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NEXT: A LETTER WRITTEN 163 YEARS AGO 
NOVEMBER 22, 1837 
BY ELIZABETH ALLEN THOMSON LAWTON 

The letter that follows is a typescript of the original, which our 
Cousin Tommy Lawton, of Garnett, SC, was kind enough to share with me 
about twenty-five years ago. This letter was written on November 22, 
1837, by our ancestress, Elizabeth Allen Thomson Lawton (1810-1894), the 
second wife of Senator Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. (1800-1862), and the 
mother of Maner Soule Lawton (1848-1907). 

Written six and a half years after Elizabeth's May 5, 1831 marriage 
to Senator Lawton, this letter is addressed to her sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Sarah Asena Lawton Flournoy (1803-1847), a daughter of William Henry 
(1775-1827) and Catharine Maner Lawton (1777-1842). Sarah was the wife 
of Dr. Robert Flournoy (date and year of birth unknown, died 04/06/1834). 

According to Our Family Circle (page 330), Sarah and her husband 
lived in Putnam Co., GA, which apparently is where he died, leaving his 
young widow with four small children to raise. This obviously is why 
Elizabeth was entreating Sarah so earnestly to return home to be with 
her family, but we will never know for certain. 

The "aged Mother" to whom Elizabeth refers at the end of the second 
paragraph most likely is Catharine Maner Lawton, Sarah's mother--also 
the mother of Senator Lawton. Catharine had turned sixty in May of 1837, 
and her health was on the decline. She died almost exactly five years 
later, on November 30, 1842. . 

Elizabeth's "affectionate father" to whom she refers in the third 
paragraph is Benjamin Thomson, who had died exactly ten months before-- 
on January 22, 1837. My Thomson material is very "sketchy," so I do 
not know which of her sisters died during this time period. 

"Mama and Eliza" in the fourth paragraph obviously are Catharine 
Maner Lawton and Eliza Lawton Smith, Sarah's mother and sister. Eliza 


was the first wife of Dr. Sidney Smith (1805-1856), and the cause of 
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her poor health will be both illustrated and explained on subsequent 
pages of this family history. 

As for the tragic deaths of Isabella Robert and Franklin Bostick, 
which occurred October 11, 1837, the month before Elizabeth wrote this 
letter, we all are familiar with this sad story of our two young cousins 
who drowned when the steamboat they were traveling on was capsized and 
sunk by a hurricane-~-somewhere off the coast of North Carolina, I think. 
Their story was the subject of a speech that was delivered at a Lawton 
Family Reunion a number of years ago. 

As for "Aunt Anna Martin and the little babe she lost," when I am 
not so pressed for time, I will find out more about them and include 
the details in my next update of this family history. 

In the meantime, to me the most vivid and touching portion of this 
letter by our ancestress is the first sentence of the last paragraph, 
in which Elizabeth indirectly apologizes to Sarah for having to bring 
her letter to a close: "I would say more but I am very cold and the 
children are all around me at play, which keeps me from collecting my 
ideas." 

First of all, I have eighteen chihuahuas (yes--18 of them!), all 
at my feet as I am trying to type this commentary on Elizabeth's letter, 
so I very well understand how difficult it is to "collect ideas" with 
a "swirl of little cyclones" all over the place! 

Second, I am reminded of how different and difficult life was in 
Elizabeth's day and time--even for the very wealthy~-compared to the 
really "easy lives" we live and take for granted. Living at Cypress 
Vale, which one historian, The Rev. Lucius Bellinger, described in his 
book entitled Stray Leaves as a "noble mansion," and married to one of 
the wealthiest men in South Carolina--a State Senator--Elizabeth was 
"very cold" that November day in 1837 when she wrote her letter. Huge 


old homes really are extremely difficult to heat, of course, but with 
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well over 100 slaves available to attend to her every need, one can't 
help wondering....if this is how the "rich and famous" lived back in 
those times, how did those who were less fortunate fare during the 
bitter cold, winter months--and what about the woeful plight of the 
slaves in their lowly shacks, with practically no creature comforts at 
all? It is difficult for our modern minds to imagine such abject 
poverty in the midst of such opulence and wealth, especially since the 
wealth, despite all of its "advantages" back then, could not afford 
even a fraction of the so-called "basic necessities" that we take for 
granted every day of our lives. But that's enough "food for thought" 
for now. 

Third and last, I thought I would make a few comments about the 
"children who were all around at play" while Elizabeth wrote her letter. 
Our ancestor, Maner Soule Lawton, was not among them, of course, since 
he was not born until eleven years*later, but in 1837 his mother had 
her hands already full with at least seven children, five of them by 
Senator Lawton's first wife, Mary Ann King (1803-1830). 

According to the information I have, when Elizabeth married Senator 
Lawton on May 5, 1831, she became the "automatic mama" of five children: 
William Henry Lawton (born in 1821, so about ten years old), John Gold- 
wire Lawton (born in 1823, so about eight years old), Joseph Maner Law- 
ton, Jr. (born in 1825, so about six years old), Mary Ann Lawton (born 
in 1827, so about four years old), and James King Lawton (born in about 
1829 or 1830, so just a toddler). 

In addition to the above "shake and bake, instant family," when 
Elizabeth wrote her 1837 letter to Sarah, she and Senator Lawton had 
added two more children to our "ancestral pool": Benjamin Thomson 
Lawton (born in 1832) and Wesley Lawton (born in 1835). On top of 
"all this," Elizabeth did not know it at the time, but she possibly 


was expecting her third child, Jane Maner Lawton, who would be born 
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in early September of the following year--and four more children would 
follow: Francis Asbury Lawton in 1841, Thomas Oregon Lawton in 1846, 
our Maner Soule Lawton in 1848, and Elizabeth Lawton in 1851. 

How on earth our ancestress found the time to write down anything 
except recipes is far beyond my ability to comprehend, but she did, and 
I hope you enjoy the sample of her correspondence that I have included 


in this family history. 


sant Lil wich L ath _ 
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Robertville, SC 
22 November 1837 


My Dear Sister Sarah, 

I expect you to begin to think that we have entirely forgotten you, 
but be assured, dear sister, it is not the case; although we have not 
written to you, we think and speak of you, and you well know what an 
aversion your Brother has to writing and you know, too that I never have 
much time for writing, so you must take this excuse and endeavor wo write 
to us, too. Your mother and Brother are very anxious indeed to hear from 
you again and to know the situation you are placed in; also, to know how 
you are pleased with that situation. 

My dear Sister, if you knew how unhappy your friends are about you, 
you would consent to come and live among them. Mr. L says if you will 
only say so, he will go after you and move you back again. Perhaps you 
would be better pleased than you have been heretofore; you might say that 
Country is superior to this. I may add it is the case, in some respects, 
but you know, Sister, that there are advantages here, that you may not 
enjoy where you are and should you not agree with me, I think we should 
sacrifice a little for friends and a great deal for an aged Mother. 

Since I saw you, I have been bereaved of an affectionate Father and 
beloved sister, which you know was very afflicting. But I trust that we 
could and still say, the Lord's will be done. 

Believing that you have recently heard from Mama I will only say 
that we are all well, except Mama and Eliza and they are as well as they 
generally are. I suppose you have heard of the loss of the Steamboat Home 
and that Franklin Bostick and Isabella Robert were lost. Dr. Riley and 
Lucius Robert went after their bodies and brought them in a large tin 
coffin and had them buried with her father. 01d Mrs. Robert has been 


entirely deranged at times, but I believe she is getting better. Aunt 
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Anna Martin lost her little babe a few weeks ago and appears to grieve 
very much about it. 

I would say more but I am very cold and the children are all around 
me at play, which keeps me from collecting my ideas. Now let me entreat 
you, dear Sister, to write us shortly and let us know all about you and 
your dear little children, if they are going to school and how they 
improve and if you would consent to come back again. We feel truly 
interested for you and would do anything that lies in our power to make 
you comfortable. Mama speaks of trying to visit you but I think it would 
be too great an undertaking for her. The children all grow very fast and 
improve very well in their studies. Excuse bad writing and blots. Mr. 
Lawton and the children join me in love to you and the children. I will 
conclude by begging you once more to write immediately, and let us 
endeavor, dear Sister, to live aright in the sight of the Lord, that we 


may be prepared to meet in a better world than this. 


I remain yours sincerely, 


Elizabeth A. Lawton 
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THIS IS A COPY OF ONE PAGE FROM AN OLD LEDGER, THE ORIGINAL OF WHICH IS ON 
FILE AT SOUTH CAROLINIANA LIBRARY IN COLUMBIA. THE COVER OF THE LEDGER IS 
INSCRIBED WITH THE INITIALS OF MILES BREWTON SAMS, AND THE ENTRIES ON THIS 
PAGE APPEAR TO BE IN THE HANDWRITING OF HIS WIFE, CAROLINE MATILDA OSWALD. 
TO MY KNOWLEDGE, THIS IS THE ONLY ORIGINAL RECORD OF THE MARRIAGE DATE OF 

OUR ANCESTORS, AND THE BIRTH DATES OF ALL TEN OF THEIR CHILDREN. : 





bina AA. LawnD), Gray MT huisl, Mn, bj /8 64 


ie, SO Oe de ae Ut Fie Ta ope 
Bann mL £0 986" phetd. f80~ Adri 21 ss fen 
7 ee oe ee ae oe ae aes 9 thetec~ 
ee Ce Lae Oe MG Pos ee me cae 
7 CSO ies ie, rae eres 7 a Pee een) 
Lom ian L8G 3. | Phone Miremian LOT 183 E 
Ae Meee ge fo | 
| pe ene ee (2 ae 
ve aoe Ca Te ies A jth, Chin 
- Lye Gel 19 7 184 6 
| Tana. Mba orme flat doit ehats | 
: ae anh (1849 | ! 
| > Many Re a ee | 


rine Celle LG” 94D coe ee ee 
I ress fooy tua ina 

* —_ ee. eer me y meg oe 1 Dee eee ak i 

Beanies on is Re sauired fo 

Duplication or Pubkesitio: 


—— 











baer, 








27 


. 


a Day i# Happened 


“Wha 


SEO REC LAg 


A Means Of Di 


‘ 

wW 

a 

a 
@CTOMER 


4 
tsisurwrr 


{ 
! 





USE 


2 


$4 
a 
at 
ay 
TUNE 


‘ 

u 

” 

ar 
rSis wt w 
MAY 


SmTwrrsiSurwrtrsisurwrrs 


number oo 


t 
i 
t 





rFsismTwrrsiturwrtrs 
‘ 
‘ 


FOR 
The 


t 
ya via 
tas 1607 16 


t 
Forge aa aeas 


le 
TAHUARY 
uw 
7 
apm 
FEBRUARY 
suorw 
TANUART 


= 








dex at 








wits 








rstS @T wr sts tt 








in the 


wrwtrs 


3 











a 


suMrwrrstsmwtwrrsisurwir sq 


N S$ 
for the year you want i 
each year is the number of the calendar to use foe that year, 





DIRECTISO 


Lock 





rstsSmrwrr 


mtTwrrsisure tr si 





$utTw 


















Fsjsmrwrrs 


Surtwrrsismu tw 





Sm rTwrr sisuwrfwrr sigue rw rf s 4 




































Tosts uw 





suMTwTrsSits uw Twreyrs 








Surweer sts wt wt 

































Jddtdtdtdditdddtddddddd iggy 
Hdd sd dit Mgtdd > 
SELL LEEEEEEEECLEEEEEEEEEEE ; 
CRNA RARRABRAAR RRR H i Re en bid 
ee LAR seep ee Ree dd a 
ECEL CE EEELELEEEEECEEEEE BER 
FRURKAPRERRRRRE NR ERR GREAT RET Sy le 
SITE eS eer pt 









surwrrs 








SuTwIrTsti 








NOVEMBER 
wrwirrs 


3 


















seer iain SeNG AEE Su PERO TLE ae iC 
Pest yy? ; ig 
wdaadagdagidadddddadisadanddy | BP 

a 








ae ra ale dae aati Bee ad thant 
J 
Opagnuassieaduudededanaaddady 









t 
1597 6 
1 
3 


1900. 2 
Ist 
1902. 4 


N 
1864.30 [1912 9 
1884 5 
1686 6 
$29. 3 
las, 4 
sts 
149213 
leet tk 
Iss, Z 
ssa_. 7 
79 
1906. Z 
1907 3 
US | 
wid, 7 
wit 






16877 
lesa, & 
1 

: 

leva 3 
1896, 

H 

1 

190d 5 
190413 
Isoa__ 1 
iss 6 









C) 
5 
t 
5 


Sutwitrs 





: 





a1 
lane 
22 


1377 


167 


CALENDARS —1800 TO 2050 
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ALL THEIR CHILDREN IN THE YEAR 2000: 
A MILLENNIUM UPDATE 


THE DESCENDANTS OF 
MANER SOULE LAWTON AND SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS 
1848-1907 AND 1849-1932 

Maner Soule ("Soule") Lawton, the fifth generation in South Carolina, 
was born 10/02/1848 at Cypress Vale Plantation, his parents' home on the 
Old Orangeburg Road near Brighton, SC, and died 09/28/1907 at Lawtonwood 
Plantation, his own home on the Old Augusta Road between Brighton and 
Shirley, SC. Soule Lawton was the sixth of seven children born to Senator 
Joseph Maner ("Maner") Heat cay Sr. (born 08/27/1800 at Black Swamp Plan- 
tation, his parents' home between Robertville and Garnett, SC, died 12/05/ 
1862 at Cypress Vale Plantation) and Senator Lawton's second wife, Eliza- 
beth Allen ("Eliza") Thomson (born 03/04/1810 at Bonneywood Plantation, 
her parents' home near Lawtonville, SC, died 07/26/1894 at Cypress Vale 
Plantation). Senator Joseph Maner and Elizabeth Thomson Lawton were 
married 05/05/1831 in St. Peter's Parish, Beaufort District, SC. (NOTE: 
Senator Lawton's first wife was Mary Ann King. She was born 08/18/1803 
in Effingham Co., GA, and died 07/13/1830 at Cypress Vale Plantation. 

She and Senator Lawton were married 12/16/1819 in Athens, GA. Mary Ann 
King Lawton is buried in the Maner/Lawton Family Piot at Bostick Cemetery, 
near Brighton, SC.) 

Maner Soule Lawton married, 11/18/1869, at Brighton, SC, Sarah Adelaide 
("Addie") Sams (born 03/01/1849 in Beaufort, SC, died 11/06/1932 at the 
James King Maner home between Brighton and Shirley, SC). Addie Sams was the 
sixth of ten children born to Miles Brewton ("Miles") Sams, Sr. (born 12/25/ 
1811 at The Retreat, his parents' plantation home on Datha Island, near 
Beaufort, SC, died 01/11/1894 in Gaffney, SC) and Caroline Matilda ("Carrie") 
Oswald (born 09/08/1819 at Jericho Plantation, her parents' home on Saint 


Helena's Island, near Beaufort, SC, died 07/23/1898 in Gaffney, SC). Miles 


Brewton and Carrie Oswald Sams were married 05/18/1837 in Beaufort, SC. 
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Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton are buried side by side in the 


Lower Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp Methodist Church Cemetery, near 


.Garnett, SC. Soule's parents are buried at separate*locations: Senator 


Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. is buried beside Soule and Addie at Black Swamp;- 
Elizabeth Thomson Lawton is buried in the Thomson Family Plot at Union 
Cemetery, several miles west of Shirley, SC. Addie's parents are buried 
side by side in the Sams Family Plot at Oakland Cemetery in Gaffney, SC. 
Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton had eight children: Francis Joseph 
Lawton; Caroline Matilda Lawton; Elizabeth Thompson Lawton; Brewton Sams 
Lawton; Thomas Oregon Lawton; Robert Oswald Lawton; "Little Annie" Lawton; 


and James King Lawton. 


1. Francis Joseph ("Frankie") Lawton, the first child of Maner Soule and 
Addie Sams Lawton, was born 08/29/1870 at Lawtonwood Plantation, and 
died there 11/05/1885, at the age of fifteen. He is buried beside his 
parents, his paternal grandfather, and two of his seven siblings in 


the Lower Lawton Family Plot at Biack Swamp Cemetery. 


2. Caroline Matilda ("Carrie") Lawton--who changed her middle name from 
Matilda to Oswald in later years--the second child of Maner Soule and 
Addie Sams Lawton, was born 04/13/1872 at Lawtonwood Plantation, and 
died 01/13/1966 in Tallahassee, FL. Carrie Lawton married, 03/27/1902, 
at Brighton, SC, a cousin, James King ("Jim") Maner, Sr. (born 10/24/ 
1852 at Gravel Hill Plantation, his parents' home between Brighton 
and Shirley, SC, died 04/10/1911 in Savannah, GA). Jim Maner was the 
first of three children born to William Francis ("Frank") Maner, Sr. 
(born 01/12/1816 at Black Swamp Plantation, his parents' home between 
Robertville and Garnett, SC, died 12/23/1901 at Gravel Hill Plantation) 
and Frank Maner's first wife, Elizabeth G. ("Eliza") King (born 12/24/ 


1827 in Effingham Co., GA, died 10/20/1855 at Gravel Hill Plantation). 
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To date, no marriage record has been found for William Francis and Eliza- 
beth King Maner, but in all likelihood they were married in 1851 or before, 
since their first child, James King Maner, was born 10/24/1852. (NOTE: 
William Francis Maner's second wife was Anna Margaret ("Anna") Salley. 
She was born 07/16/1835 in Orangeburg, SC, and died 05/19/1922 at Gravel 
Hill Plantation, which by this time was known as the John King Garnett 
Place. To date, no marriage record has been found for William Francis 
and Anna Salley Maner, but in all likelihood Chey were married in 1860 
or before, since their first child, Elizabeth King Maner, was born 
03/27/1861. Anna Salley tidnek is buried beside her husband and his 
first wife in the Lower Maner Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery.) 

Carrie Lawton and James King Maner, Sr. are buried side by side in 
the Upper Maner Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. Jim's parents are 
buried in the Lower Maner Family Plot at Black Swamp. 

Carrie Lawton and James King Maner, Sr. had two children: Adelaide 
Sams Maner and James King Maner, Jr. 

Aw Adélaide Sams ("Adelaide") Maner was born 06/25/1903 at Lawtonwood 
Plantation, and died 02/24/1978 in Estill, SC. She never married, 
and is buried beside her parents and her only sibling, King Maner, 
in the Upper Maner Family Plot at Black Swamp. 

B. James King ("King") Maner, Jr. was born 03/24/1905 at Lawtonwood 
Plantation, and died 06/07/1989 at the Maner Plantation, his home 
between Brighton and Shirley, SC. King Maner married, 12/29/1938, 
in Estill, SC, Catherine Clementine ("Catherine") Wyman (born 08/25/ 
1917 in Estill, SC, died 05/15/1971 in Hampton, SC). Catherine 
Wyman was a daughter of Dr. Edward Holbrook ("Ed" or “Edward") Wyman 
(born 07/20/1870 in Crocketville, SC, died 03/25/1936 in Estill, SC) 
and Dr. Wyman's second wife, Annie Pauline ("Annie") Weathersbee 
(born 08/16/1885 in Hephzibah, GA, died 09/19/1940 in Estill, SC). 
—To—date,ne—marriagerecord hasbeen found for hr. _fttiward Hotbrook 
-and_AnnieHeathersbeetyman. (NOTE: Dr. Wyman's first wife was 


Edward Holbrook Wyman married, 06/20/1906, in Hephzibah, GA 











Annie Pauline Weathersb 
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Pauline Eb: ] Lawton. She was born 05/14/1873 in Lawtonville, SC, 
and died 07/01/1905 in Estill, SC. To date, no marriage record has been 
found for Dr. Edward Holbrook and Pauline Lawton Wyman. ) 
James King and Catherine Wyman Maner are buried side by side in the 
Upper Maner Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. Catherine's parents 
and her father's first wife are buried in the Wyman Family Plot at Lawton- 
ville Baptist Church Cemetery, a few miles west of Estill, SC. 
James King and Catherine Wyman Maner had three children: Anne Wyman 
Maner; James King Maner III; and Carol Lawton Maner. 
1. Amne Wyman (“Anne") Maner was born 11/14/1939 in Savannah, GA. She 
married, 08/12/1962, at Garnett, SC, Cermette Justin ("Sonny") Clardy, 
Jr. (born 01/13/1935 in Mullins, SC). Anne and Sonny have no children. 
2. dames King ("Jimmy") Maner III was born 10/17/1945 in Savannah, GA. 
He married, 01/03/1970, in Allendale, SC, Leona Sue ("Sue") Walker 
(born 07/30/1950 in Estill, SC). Jimmy and Sue have two children: 
Catherine Suzanne Maner and Caroline Lawton Maner. 
Catherine Suzanne ("Suzanne") Maner was born 08/15/1976 in Ander- 
son, SC. She married 12/11/1999, at Isle of Palms, SC, Michael 
Brooks ("Mike" or "Michael") Pryor (born 02/25/1969 in Spartan- 
burg, SC). -Asof=jex 


ay 20; 2000, Suzanne and Mike do met have 
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a bey Caroline Lawton ("Caroline") Maner was born 08/08/1976 in Memphis, 
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Carol Lawton ("Lawton") Maner was born 04/29/1949 in Savannah, GA. 

He married, 07/09/1978, in Summerville, SC, a divorcee, Mrs. Ellen 

* Andrews ("Ellen") Parker (born 09/22/1947 in Charleston, SC). Lawton 

1 and Ellen have two children (the first one by Ellen's first marriage): 

Gtnecine Elizabeth Parker and Wyman Lawton Maner. 

a. Catherine Elizabeth ("Catherine") Parker was born 04/08/1972 in 
Charleston, SC. She married, 07/12/1997, in Hampton, SC, Shelton 


SN gebron ("Shelton") Culpepper III (born 08/28/1972 in Hattiesburg, 
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3. Elizabeth Thompson ("Eila") Lawton, the third child of Maner Soule 

and Addie Sams Lawton, was born 07/23/1874 at Lawtonwood Plantation, 

and died 05/06/1900 in Savannah, GA. Eila Lawton married, 11/24/1897, 

at Black Swamp Methodist Church, near Garnett, SC, Wallace Way ("Wal- 

lace") Mallard (born 02/27/1864 in Walthourville, GA, died 10/30/1926 

in Savannah, GA). Wallace Mallard was a son of John Boyd ("John") 

Mallard I (born 09/18/1808 in Midway, GA, died 03/22/1877 in Walthour- 

ville, GA) and John's second wife, Sarah Wilson ("Sarah") Way (born 

11/14/1830 in Walthourville, GA, died there 06/24/1896). To date, no 

marriage record has been found for John Boyd and Sarah Wilson Mallard, 

nor is any information available on John's first wife. 

Eila Lawton and Wallace Way Mallard are buried side by side in 
Lower Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. Wallace's parents 
are buried side by side in the Mallard Family Plot at the City Ceme- 
tery in Walthourville, GA. 

Eila Lawton and Wallace Way Mallard had one child: John Boyd 
Mallard, who was named for his paternal grandfather, but went by the 
name John Boyd Mallard, SR., instead of John Boyd Mallard II. 

A. John Boyd ("John Boyd") Mallard, Sr. was born 06/28/1899 in 
Savannah, GA, and died 07/05/1986 in Estill, SC. He married, 
07/25/1923, in Philadelphia, PA, Ella (no middle name) Hollen- 
back (born 04/30/1898 in Souderton, PA, died 10/18/1972 in 
Beaufort, SC). 

John Boyd and Ella Hollenback Mallard are buried side by side in 


the Mallard Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. Ella's parents are 
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buried at separate locations: Her father is buried at Arlington National 


Cemetery in Arlington, VA; her mother is buried in the Mallard Family 


Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. 


John Boyd and Ella Hollenback Mallard had two children: Eila Lawton 


Mallard and John Boyd Mallard, Jr. 


shes 


Eila Lawton ("Eila") Mallard was born 07/11/1924 in Philadelphia, PA. 

She married, 11/07/1946, in Annapolis, MD, Tracy Samuel ("Tracy") Park, 

Jr. (born 02/19/1922 in Beaumont, TX). Eila and Tracy have four child- 

ren: Tracy Samuel Park III; Lawton Linn Park; Ella Mallard Park; and 

John Wallace Park. 

a. Tracy Samuel ("Tracy") Park III was born 05/11/1948 in Houston, TX. 
He married, 03/24/1984, in Houston, TX, Ann Elizabeth ("Ann") Bende: 
(born 06/03/1952 in Grand Rapids, MI). Tracy and Ann have no child 
ren. 

b. Lawton Linn ("Lawton") Park was born 12/20/1950 in Houston, TX. He 
married, 09/26/1975, in Aspen, CO, Christina Padilla (date and plac 
of birth unknown at this time). Lawton and Christina have two chil 
ren: Adam Park and Evangelina Park. (The middle names of these two 
children are unknown at this time.) 

i. Adam Park was born 11/21/1978 in Houston, TX. No further infor 
mation about him is known at this time. 
ii. Evangelina Park was born 08/13/1981 in Houston, TX. No furthe 
information about her is known at this time. 

c. Ella Mallard ("Ella") Park was born 06/02/1957 in Houston, TX. As 
of April 1991 she was still single. 

d. John Wallace ("John") Park was born 01/25/1962 in Houston, TX. As 
of April 1991 he was still single. 

John Boyd ("John") Mallard, Jr. was born 11/26/1925 in Philadelphia, PA 

He married, 11/29/1949, in Atlanta, GA, Anne Farrington ("Ann") O'Sul- 


livan (born 04/05/1927 in Atlanta, GA, died 10/18/1982 in Marshall, NC) 
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Ann O'Sullivan Mallard is buried in the Mallard Family Plot at Black Swamp 


Cemetery, Jet EB: Misctibenrel, Me a <k- 3ifie 2603 ei imrdineds, y.- Se 
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John Boyd and Ann O'Sullivan Mallard had two children: Evelyn Ann 





Mallard and John Boyd Mallard III. 

a. Evelyn Anne ("Lyn") Mallard was born 12/03/1950 in Atlanta, GA. 
She married, 09/08/1974, in Nyack, NY, Michael Olegovitch ("Michael 
Rodzianko (born 12/03/1949 in NY, NY). Lyn and Michael have two 
children: Adrian M. Rodzianko and John M. Rodzianko. (The middle 
names of these two children are unknown at this time.) 

i. Adrian M. Rodzianko was born 12/04/1972 in Washington, DC. No 
further information is available on him at this time. 

ii. John M. Rodzgianko was born 01/30/1981 in Washington, DC. No 
further information is available on him at this time. 

b. John Boyd ("John") Mallard III was born 04/14/1954 in Atlanta, GA, 
and died 03/07/1990 in Marshall, NC. John never married,and is 


buried in the Mallard Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. 


NOTE: After the death of his first wife, Ann O'Sullivan Mallard, John Boyd 
Mallard, Jr. married second, 08/05/1983, in Greenwich, CN, Virginia 
Elizabeth ("Virginia" or "Ginger") Senatro (born 02/21/1927 in Hart- 


ford, CN). 


I apologize for the lack of updated information on John Boyd's 
family, but I have not been in touch with his far-flung descendants 
Since 1991. One of my many "Millennium Goals" will be to rectify my 
genealogical negligence over the past nine years, and provide all of 
you with the latest on Aunt Eila's branch of our family tree by this 


time next year. 
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Brewton Sams ("Brewton" or "Brew") Lawton, the fourth child of Maner 
Soule and Sarah Adelaide Sams Lawton, was born 07/03/1878 at Lawton- 
wood Plantation, and died 10/17/1939 in Savannah, GA. He married, 
10/03/1907, at Brighton, SC, Marian Russell ("Marian" or "Kid") Smith 
(born 08/10/1883 on the Walter Watson Smith Plantation in Brighton, 

SC, died 09/17/1973 in Forsyth, GA). Marian Smith was the sixth of 
seven children born to Walter Watson ("Walter") Smith (born 02/22/1849 
in Beaufort, SC, died 11/29/1926 at his home in Brighton, SC) and 
Walter's first wife, Ella Walton ("Ella" or "Minna") Porter (born 02/01/ 
1854 in Clyo, GA, died 10/29/1913 at the Smith home in Brighton, SC). 
Walter Watson and Ella Porter Smith were married / /1874 at Brighton, 
SC. (NOTE: Walter Watson Smith's second wife, whom he married 01/24/ 
1915 at Brighton, SC, was Mamie Bostick. She was born 03/12/1855 at 
Brighton, SC, and died 06/10/1940 at the Smith home in Brighton, SC. 
Walter Watson and Mamie Bostick Smith had no children.) 

Brewton Sams and Marian Smith Lawton are buried side by side in 
the Upper Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery, just a few feet 
from the plot where Brewton's parents are buried. Marian's parents 
are buried side by side in the Smith/Porter Family Plot at Black Swamp 
Cemetery. Marian's stepmother, Mamie Bostick Smith, is buried in the 
Bostick Family Plot at Robertville Baptist Church Cemetery in Robert- 
ville, SC, several miles from Garnett, SC. 

Brewton Sams and Marian Smith Lawton had seven children, five of 
whom survived to adulthood: Walter Watson Lawton; Adelaide Sams Lawton; 
Brewton Sams Lawton, Jr.; Ella Walton Lawton; Maner Soule Lawton ITI; 
Paul Smith Lawton; and Marion Russell Lawton. 


A. Walter Watson ("Walter") Lawton was born 10/16/1908 at Lawtonwood 


Plantation, and died 07/11/1963 in Savannah, GA. He married, i 8 
19 , in Ridgeland, SC, Ruth Anna ("Ruth") Morgan (born 01/26/1904 
in Edgefield, SC, died 07/18/1982 in Charleston, SC). Walter and 
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Ruth Morgan Lawton had no children. They are buried side by side in the 


Upper Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery, beside Walter's parents 


and four of his six siblings--Brewton Sams Lawton, Jr., Maner Soule Lawton 


Il, 


B. 


Paul Smith Lawton, Sr., and Ella Walton Lawton Hooks. 

Adelaide Sams ("Adelaide") Lawton was born 01/16/1910 at Lawtonwooad 
Plantation, and died 12/19/1998 at The Methodist Home in Orangeburg, 
SC. She married, 08/13/1942, in Savannah, GA, Julian Tison ("Tison") 
Brown (born 11/18/1912 in Savannah, GA, died 08/14/1949 in Forsyth, 
GA). Adelaide Lawton and Julian Tison Brown had no children. They 
are buried side by side in the Brown/Tison Family Plot at Black Swamp 
Cemetery. 

Brewton Sams ("Little Brewton") Lawton, Jr. was born 05/05/1911 at 
Lawtonwood Plantation, and died there in infancy 07/19/1911. He is 
buried beside his parents and four of his six siblings in the Upper 
Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. 

Ella Walton ("Ella") Lawton was born 06/18/1912 at Lawtonwood Plan- 
tation, and died 01/18/1999 at The Methodist Home in Orangeburg, SC. 
She married, 09/06/1946, in Forsyth, GA, a widower, Virgil Blount 
("VB") Hooks, Sr. (born 09/07/1884 in Gordon, GA, died 10/26/1960 in 
Forsyth, GA). Ella Lawton and "VB" Hooks had no children. "VB" is 
buried beside his first wife and his parents in the Hooks Family Plot 
at Forsyth Cemetery in Forsyth, GA. Ella is buried beside her parents 
and four of her six siblings in the Upper Lawton Family Plot at Black 
Swamp Cemetery. 

Maner Soule ("Little Maner Soule") Lawton II was born 04/20/1914 at 
Lawtonwood Plantation, and died there in infancy 03/10/1915. He is 
buried beside his parents and four of his six siblings in the Upper 


Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. 
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Paul Smith ("Paul") Lawton, Sr. was born 08/04/1916 at Lawtonwood 
Plantation, and died there 09/25/1985. He is buried beside his 
parents and four of his six siblings in the Upper Lawton Family 
Plot at Black Swamp Cemetery. 

Twice married and divorced, with issue by both wives, Paul 
married first, 06/20/1944, in Laurens, SC, Mary Elizabeth ("Lib") 
Milam (born 09/29/1923 in Laurens, SC, as of 02/14/2000 living in 
Las Vegas, NV.). Lib Milam was the third of six children born to 
Johnnie Owings ("John") Milam, Sr. (born 07/09/1899 in Laurens, 
Sc, died there 08/29/1933) and Vera Lee ("Vera") Blakely (born 
11/27/1902 in Laurens, SC, died 05/19/1975 in Wilmington, NC). 
Johnnie Owings and Vera Blakely Milam were married 01/05/1919 in 
Laurens, SC. They are buried side by side in the Milam Family 
Plot at the City Cemetery in Laurens, SC. 


Paul Smith and Lib Milam Lawton had one child: Paul Smith 
Lawton, Te Biyp tuck i fesgs feseTn tn, Pibmehiaherreseyt Cascio 
O¢/IWY/13 Lr Conroy S.C, 
1. Paul Smith ("Paul") Lawton, Jr. was born 05/24/1945 in LitW¥le 

Rock, AR. He has never married. 

Paul Smith and Lib Milam Lawton were divorced 11/08/1946 in 
St. Augustine, FL, and both subsequently remarried--Paul once, 

Lib twice, with issue from each of these three remarriages. 

Paul Smith Lawton, Sr. married second, 01/02/1948, in Ridge- 
land, SC, a divorcee, Mrs. Marion Vowell ("Marion") Arbery (born 
03/14/1908 in Littleton, AL, died 10/08/1987 in Gadsden, AL). 

Marion (no middle name) Vowell-Arbery was the third of four child- 
ren born to Jones A. (middle name unknown) Vowell (born 11/17/1876 
in Etowah County, AL, died 11/25/1909 in Tarpon, TX) and Belle 
Geneva ("Bells") Scott (born 12/03/1875 in Merrellton, AL, died 
11/08/1959 in Gadsden, AL). Jones A. and Belle Scott Vowell were 
married 04/ /1903, the exact date and place unknown. Jones and 


Belle Scott Vowell are buried in separate locations: He is buried 


in a thus-far unknown cemetery in Tarpon, TX. Belle is buried in the 
Scott Family Plot at Forrest Cemetery in Gadsden, AL. Marion Vowell 
Arbery-Lawton is buried beside her mother in the same plot. 

Paul Smith and Marion Arbery-Lawton were divorced 12/16/1972 in 
Hampton, SC, and neither remarried. They had one child: Belle Scott 
("Scott") Lawton. 

1. Belle Scott ("Scott") Lawton was born 10/12/1950 in Hampton, SC. 


Married three times, Scott married first, in June of 1973 (exact 


date unknown), in Atlanta, GA, Benjamin ("Ben"--middle name unknown) 
Burrell (born 05/24/195?--exact year and place unknown). Scott and 
Ben had no children. They were divorced / /197 (date unknown) in 


Atlanta, GA, and both subsequently remarried~-Scott twice, Ben at least 
once. 

Scott married second, 09/13/1980, in Hart County, GA, a divorcee, 
Ralph Stanley ("Ralph") Carter (born 12/11/1956 in Lafayette, GA). Scott 
and Ralph had one child: Paula Lawton Carter. 

a. Paula Lawton ("Paula") Carter was born 02/13/1981 in Toccoa, GA. As 
of 02/14/2000, she was still single. Sometime in 1999, she changed 
her name from Paula Lawton Carter to Paula Carter Lunsford. 


Scott Lawton and Ralph Stanley Carter were divorced 01/07/1982 in 


Q 


Hart County, GA, and both subsequently remarried. 

Scott Lawton married third, 12/31/1985, in Beaufort, SC, Charles 
Holmes ("Charlie") Alford (born 11/27/1960 in Columbia, SC). Scott and 
Charlie have two children: Sarah Elizabeth Alford and Jeremiah Charles 
Alford. 

a. Sarah Elizabeth ("Sarah") Alford was born 12/01/1986 at Hilton Head 

Island, SC. 

b. Jeremiah Charles ("Jeremiah") Alford was born 01/09/1995 at Hilton 


Head Island, SC. 
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Marion Russell ("Manny") Lawton, Sr. was born 03/05/1918 at Lawton- 
wood Plantation and died 03/19/1986 in Charleston, SC. He married, 
02/15/1947, in Phoenixville, PA, Margaret Dell ("Peggy") Leech (born 
Paspopy cheek, YlYaect < Bibzb2, 3 e, 
12/24/1917 in Johnstown, PA). Peg Leech was the second of two 
children born to Archibald Wallace ("Wallace" or "Doc") Leech (born 
/ /1879 in Bocktown, PA, died 03/24/1938 in Beaverdale, PA) and 

Margaret Georgjetta ("Jetta") Walker (born / /1881 in Venice, PA, 

died 10/30/1958 in Morgantown, WV). Archibald Wallace and Margaret 

Walker Leech were married / /1911 in Beaver Falls, PA. 

Gv Few 
Manny Lawton i punk ad in in iene M. R. Lawton Family Plot at Black 
Swamp Cemetery. Peggy's parents are buried in Beaver Falls, PA. 
Manny and Peggy Leech Lawton had three children: Marion Russell 

Lawton, Jr.; Margaret Doris Lawton; and Brewton Wallace Lawton. 

1. Marion Russell ("Russell") Lawton, Jr. was born 08/27/1948 in 
Ridgeland, SC. He has never married. 

2. Margaret Doris ("Doris") Lawton was born 07/03/1950 in Ridgeland, 
Sc. She has never married. 

3. Brewton Wallace ("Brewtie") Lawton was born 06/23/1954 in Hampton, 
SC. He married, 04/21/1979, in Donalsonville, GA, Joni Johnson 
(born 02/26/1957 in Pine Bluff, AK). Brewtie and Joni have two 
children: Kyle Brewton Lawton and Kurt Talmadge Lawton. 

a. Kyle Brewton ("Kyle") Lawton was born 04/20/1985 in Augusta, 
GA. 
b. Kurt Talmadge ("Kurt") Lawton was born 05/11/1988 in Augusta, 


GA. 


A 


Thomas Oregon ("Tom" or "Tommy") Lawton, Sr. was born 04/03/1880 at 
Lawtonwood Plantation, and died 05/13/1967 in Fairfax, SC. He married, 
11/07/1905, in Savannah, GA, Anna Guerard ("Nannine") White (born 09/ 
27/1885 in Savannah, GA, died 05/01/1957 at Bluffton, SC). Nannine 
White was a daughter of Steele McAllister ("Steele") White (born 06/ 
06/1845 in Savannah, GA, died there 01/08/1902) and Virginia Barnard 
("Virginia") Pritchatd (born 05/04/1852 in Savannah, GA, died there 
01/28/1897). I do not yet have a marriage date for Steele McAllister 
and Virginia Pritchard White. 

Thomas Oregon and Nannine White Lawton are buried side by side 
in the Lawton Family Plot at Lawtonville Baptist Church Cemetery, a 
few miles from Estill, SC. Nannine's parents are buried side by side 
in the White Family Plot at Bonaventure Cemetery in Savannah, GA... 

Thomas Oregon and Nannine White Lawton had three children: James 
Maner Lawton; Virginia Barnard Lawton; and Thomas Soule Lawton (who 


had his name changed to Thomas Oregon Lawton, Jr. in the 1970's). 

James Maner ("Jimmy" or "James") Lawton was born 01/21/1910 at the 

James King Maner home, between Brighton and Shirley, S. C., and died 
and. Tlayes are. 

12/19/1953 in Vidalia, Ga. He ga“buried in the Lawton Family Plot at 


Westview Cemetery in Soperton, Ga. 


James Lawton married, 02/21/1937, in Soperton, Ga., Frances Hayes 


("Hayes") dota gee 11/18/1913 in Soperton, Ga.). \James and Hayes 


ond otted Jofis [2012 17 Soperteyi, GA 


Lawton had five children: Nannine Elizabeth Lawton; James Fowler Lawton; 


Frances Lash Lawton; Justine Hayes Lawton; and Thomas Maner Lawton. 


1. 


Nannine Elizabeth ("Nan") Lawton was born 01/09/1938 in Validosta, Ga., 
and died 05/19/1980 in Atlanta, Ga. She married, 09/16/1959, in 
Soperton, Ga., Edward Clark ("Edward") Jackson (born 01/29/1936 in 
Houston, Tex., died 07/02/1986 in Atlanta, Ga.). Nan Lawton and 
Edward Clark Jackson are buried side by side in the Lawton Family 


Plot at Westview Cemetery in Soperton, Ga. 
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Nan Lawton and Edward Clark Jackson had three children: Eliza- 
beth Hayes Jackson; Marion McHenry Jackson; and James Lawton Jackson. 
a. Elizabeth Hayes ("Elizabeth") Jackson was born 02/23/1961 in New 


York City. She married, 


NOTE: THE INFORMATION ON ELIZABETH JACKSON AND HER FAMILY 
DID NOT ARRIVE FROM HAWAII IN TIME TO BE INCLUDED 


IN THIS DRAFT OF OUR FAMILY HISTORY. IT WILL BE 
ADDED LATER, WHEN THE FINAL DRAFT IS TYPED. 


b. Marion McHenry (Marion) Jackson, a twin, was born 05/09/1968 in 
New York City. As of April 1991 he was still single. 

c. James Lawton ("Lawton") Jackson, a twin, was born 05/09/1968 in 
New York City. As of April 1991 he was still single. 

James Fowler ("Jim") Lawton, Sr. was born 01/29/1942 in Dublin, Ga. 

Twice married, Jim Lawton married first, 09/16/1967, in aaaesayredd 


He died 2113/2015 in Maceh, GA ond 1s bunid in Westie Cemetery in 
La., Caroline Lindsey ("Caroline") Taylor (born 11/17/1942 Atlanta, 


Ga.). Jim and Caroline Lawton had two children: James Fowler Lawton; 

and Caroline Lindsey Lawton. 

a. James Fowler ("Fowler") Lawton, Jr. was born 02/05/1971 in 
Atlanta, Ga. As of April 1991 he was still single. 

b. Caroline Lindsey ("Lindsey") Lawton was born 12/27/1973 in 


Atlanta, Ga. As of April 1991 she was still single. 


James Fowler Lawton, Sr. married second, 04/30/1988, in Macon, Ga., 
Martha Andrea ("Andrea") Durr (born 07/07/1955 in Macon, Ga.). As 

of April 1991 no children had been born of this union. 

Frances Lash ("Lash") Lawton was born 10/09/1946 in Dublin, Ga. She 
married, 06/08/1969, in Soperton, Ga., Thomas Hinton ("Tom") Woodcock 
(born 11/19/1946 in Savannah, Ga.). Lash and Tom have one child; 
Augusta Hayes Woodcock. 

a. Augusta Hayes ("Hayes") Woodcock was born 05/23/1978 in Macon, Ga. 
Justine Hayes ("Justine") Lawton was born 03/28/1949 in Dublin, Ga. 
She married, 09/12/1970, in Soperton, Ga., James Lester ("Jim") Gillis 
III (born 02/16/1948 in Augusta, Ga.). Justine and Jim have two 


children: Margaret Hopson cifiis: and James Lester Gillis IV. 
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a. Margaret Hopson ("Margaret") Gillis was born 12/05/1976 in Macon, 


Ga. 


b. James Lester ("Jim") Gillis IV was born 03/14/1979 in Macon, Ga. 


Thomas Maner ("Tom") Lawton was born 03/05/1952 in Dublin, Ga. He 
hasmeser marriedstimda. (Le nous eustrcers) 





Virginia Barnard ("Virginia") Harper was born 03/16/1913 at the James 


King Maner home, between Brighton and Shirley, SC. She married, 04/23/ 


1936, at Black Swamp Methodist Church, near Garnett, SC, Stiles Mikell 


("Stiles") Harper, Sr. (born 01/18/1910 in Estill, SC). Stiles Harper 


is a son of Charles Andrew Harper (born 02/06/1877 in Estill, SC, died 


05/06/1960 in Estill, SC) and Margaret Mikell (born 12/24/1880 in Estill 


Stiles' 


sc, died 10/12/1972 in Estill, SC). parents were married 11/15/ 


1904 in Estill, SC. They are buried side by side at Lawtonville Baptist 


Church Cemetery, a few miles from Estill, SC. 


a <-> Virginia Lawton and Stiles Mikell Harper, Sr. have three children: 


Stiles Mikell Harper, Jr.; Thomas Lawton Harper, Sr.; and Andrew Barnard 


Harper. 


1. Stiles Mikell ("Stilesie")Harper, Jr. was born 09/03/1944 in Sav- 


annah, GA. He married, 05/10/1975, at Bluffton, SC, Geisela Jatho 


(born 04/17/1939 in Cologne, Germany). Stilesie and Geisela were 


divorced in August of 1988 at Bluffton, SC. They had no children. 


(eu 
2. Thomas Lawton ("Tommy") A Se ne was born 11/08/1946 in Savannah, 


GA. He married, 11/09/1968, in Allendale, SC, Lois Gertrude ("Lois" 


Pendarvis (born 09/25/1948 in Augusta, GA). Tommy and Lois have 


four children: Thomas Lawton Harper, Jr.; Mikell Calloway Harper; 


Lois Abney Harper; and James Pendarvis Harper. 


a. Thomas Lawton ("Tom") Harper, Jr. was born 10/15/1970 in Colum- 


bia, SC. He married, 05/24/1997, in Charleston, SC, Helen Ann 


("Helen Ann") Lowenfield (born 04/09/1971 in Texas). As of 
04/01/2000, Tom and Helen Ann have ne-children. Lat hed 
Dew KGerTan. aie, alee Gh. Cdlelaecee . 
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3. 


HA 


b. Mikeli Calloway ("Mikelil") Harper was born 02/15/1973 in Savannah, GA. 
He married, 05/24/1995, in Sumter, SC, Ashley Evans (born 09/25/1972 
in Sumter, SC). Mikell and Ashley have one child--who, in turn, has 
two very proud great-grandparents, Stiles and Virginia, who, as we all 
know, will not spoil this newest addition to our family at all, except 
at every opportunity they have! So--to Mikell and Ashley, and also to 
Stiles and Virginia, we extend our love, congratulations, and appreci- 
ation for this most recent "contribution to Our Family Circle"-~-Juley 
Murchison ("Jules") Harper, who was born 02/15/2000, at Fort Stewart, 
GA. 

c. Lois Abney ("Abney") Harper was born 08/24/1975 in Hampton, SC. She 
married, 06/20/1998, at Bluffton, SC, David Carlson ("David") Whitehead 
(born 03/05/1970). As of 04/01/2000, Abney and David had no children. 

d. James Pendarvis ("James") Harper was born 08/03/1979 in Hampton, SC. 
As of 04/01/2000 he was still singie. 


Andrew Barnard ("Andrew") ind a7 ae was born 03/13/1956 in savannah; GA. He * 
¢) 


On JLEEhGLL cbigretec ct A roere i SBin (4 Crs e re Bi baaf fton a : 
married, 04/23/1982, in Fairfax, SC, Rachael rginia ("Rac ael") Kears 


(born 03/03/1960 in Fairfax, SC). Andrew and Rachael have two children: 
Virginia Lawton Harper and Stiles Mikell Harper III. 


Ce Aree we PPrC pe cu Gf /¢ 


a. Vinee! Lawton ("Virgj nia"). Harper was Pei fid. een Chew in ce aus aes sc. 
b. Stiles Mikell ("Stiles") Harper III was borh 0 


3/08/1990 in Columbia, oe 


Thomas Soule ("Tommy") Lawton, Jr. (who had his name changes to Thomas 
Oregon Lawton in the 1970's) was born 11/09/1916 at the James King Maner 
home, between Brighton and Shirley, SC. He married, 06/19/1943, in Green- 
wood, SC, Julia Hall ("Julia") Gresham (born 02/06/1920 in Greenwood, SC). 
Tommy and Julia had four chiidren: Thomas Stanley Lawton; Ann Marshall 
Lawton; Richard Alien Lawton; and James Barnard Lawton. 

Thomas Staniey ("Stan") Lawton was born 10/11/1944 in Monroe, LA. He 


has never married. 
onera haeok lA, / 7a: ACLS ce g Pr sbi mae twbice tbe dew. 12IB 
i Bebide Ie caters) ly eats 
OL Aaisds, io Ccen Bon au ie 1g Ses” Codes Lg. ms ce > 
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4 81/03 
Ann Marshall ("Ann") Lawton was born 68/01/1947 at Johnson Field 


Tayeelle. Ce 


Force Base in Tachikawa, Japan. She married first, 06/17/1972, in 

Greenwood, SC, James Michael ("Jim") Knotts (born 12/10/1948 in Pickens 

sc). Ann and Jim had two children: Jenny Rebecca Knotts and Catherine 

Brooks Knotts. 

a. Jenny Rebecca ("Jenny") Knotts was born 02/17/1976 in Greenwood, 
ae Mesar rtd Yeeser Ack ur Bul Moy <r Eataag, 3. aps 

b. Catherine Brooks ("Katie") Knotts was born 12/17/1980 in Greenwood, 

SC. 

Ann Lawton and Jim Knotts were divorced 10/15/1981 in Greenwood, 

sc. Ann married second, 07/11/1987, in Indialantic, FL, Larry Lewis 
("Larry") Hardy (born 11/03/1949 in La Porte, IN, died 10/15/1988 in 
Melbourne, FL). Ann and Larry had no children. 
Richard Allen ("Dicky") Lawton was born 04/27/1951 at Fort McNair Army 
Base in Fort McNair, VA, and died 07/17/1971 in a swimming accident at 
Tallulah Falls, GA. He is buried in the Lawton Family Plot at Lawton- 
ville Baptist Church Cemetery, a few miles from Estill, SC. 


James Barnard ("Jim") Lawton was born 09/13/1954 at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base in Dayton, OH. Hierrad. a a ReeGE tacos Lusbesssesn) 


As all of you can see, the previous three sections of our family 
history are badly in need of updated information. By this time 
next year, I plan to have this situation remedied, so please be 
patient as I "play catch-up" between now and next April, during 


which time I will be sending out more questionniares. 


46 


Descendants of Robert Cswald (Bob) Lawton 





Robert Oswald (Bob) Lawton b: February 02, 1882 in Lawtonwood Plan., S.C. d: April 07, 1965 in Greenwood, S.C. Age at death: 83 
+Anne Pattillo (Annie) Simpson b: September 15, 1892 in Glenn Springs, S.C. m: September 15, 1910 in Glenn Springs, S.C. d: July 0: 





1988 in Darlington, S.C. Age at death: 95 bes a. Geskite tc bettiny tae &. 
. 2 Mary Buck (Mary) Lawton b: September 06, 1913 in Glenn Springs, S.C/a § o/h Loe few © Le Oe, 
Ch telutts +Robert Hayne (Robert) Hodges b: August 25, 1903 in Lancaster, S.C. Ti fe 17, 1933 i in Columbia, S.C. d: May 04, 1982 in 
Columbia, S.C. Age at death: 78 onli iye ed Ee hee Cail nnctlr Guy 3A 2.) 





3 Mary Lawton (Mary) Hodges b: April 11, 1936 in Columbia, S.C. (45 Y¥//B/ ROCs tr Corbesswetorer, , a cy 
+James Miller (Jim) Davis b: September 21, 1933 in Hartsville, S.C. m: June 04, 1960 in Columbia, S.C. 
4 Elise Lawton (Lise) Davis b: October 17, 1961 in Columbia, S.C. 
+John Keitt (Keitt) Hane b: October 07, 1959 in Hill Air Force Base, Ogden, Utah m: August 20, 1988 in Columbia, S. 
5 Miller Keitt (Miller) Hane b: September 08, 1993 in Texarkana, Texas 
5 Robert McCord (Robert) Hane b: September 08, 1993 in Texarkana, Texas 
iene eee uaceset ins 22s 5 Andrew Davis (Andrew) Hane b: September 08, 1993 in Texarkana, Texas 
4 James Miller (Jim) Davis Jr. b: March 22, 1963 in Columbia, S.C. 
+Anne Elizabeth (Anne) Benner b: April 02, 1964 in Miami, Florida m: August 03, 1996 in Columbia, S.C. 
Siesta anette, Relation 5 James Miller (James) Davis Jr. b: January 05, 2000 in Columbia, S.C. 
4 John Edmund Cecil (John) Davis b: November 11, 1966 in Columbia, S.C. 
+Sara Joan (Sara) Arko b: June 01, 1966 in Stow, Ohio m: June 10, 1995 in Columbia, S.C. 
5 Cecily Sara (Cecily) Davis b: November 15, 1997 in Atlanta, Ga. 
woebaenhNeatasposeiaess ehegs 5 Claire Elise (Claire) Davis b: October 14, 1999 in Charleston, S.C. 
4 Joseph Robert Hayne (Joe) Davis b: May 09, 1968 in Columbia, S.C. 
3 Anne Kennedy (Anne) Hodges b: October 26, 1937 in Columbia, S.C. 
+Charles Marshall (Marshall) Cain b: July 20, 1934 in Richmond, Virginia m: June 24, 1961 in Columbia, S.C. ’ 
4 Julia Summerall (Julie) Cain b: March 23, 1963 in Aiken, S.C. 
+Roger Tomlinson (Tommy) McGill b: May 14, 1963 in Kingstree, S.C. m: July 18, 1987 in Columbia, S.C. 
5 Roger Tomlinson (Thomas) McGill, Jr. b: March 27, 1991 in Florence, S.C. 
ie adsdenenstealerienteneieys 5 Katherine Kennedy (Kennedy) McGill b: September 15, 1994 in Florence, S.C. 
4 John Marshall (Marshall) Cain b: November 17, 1965 in Aiken, S.C. 
4 Charles David (David) Cain b: April 06, 1972 in Aiken, S.C. 
Senet ees 4 Stuart Howard (Stuart) Cain b: June 10, 1974 in Aiken, S.C. 
Soanth id! 3 Robert Hayne (Bob) Hodges, Jr. b: Septernber 11, 1944 in Columbia, S.C. 
Sita aslo +Ruth Walker (Lady) Nicholson b: August 21, 1946 in Edgefield, S.C. m: August 23, 1969 in Edgefield, S.C. 
4 Robert Hayne (Hayne) Hodges III b: October 02, 1972 in Washington, D.C. 
4 Ruth Walker Nicholson (Walker) Hodges b: March 05, 1979 in Columbia, S.C. 
Dh dete ecreetiats seach 4 Elizabeth Wallace (Elizabeth) Hodges b: July 29, 1983 in Columbia, S.C. 
3 David Gregg (David) Hodges b: June 09, 1953 in Columbia, S.C. 
+Susan Tennent (Sue) Graybill b: July 03, 1953 in Columbia, $.C. m: July 25, 1975 in Columbia, S.C. 
deena 4 Susan Lawton (Susan) Hedges b: February 24, 1979 in Columbia, S.C. 
oa, other taends 4 Anne Simpson (Anne) Hodges b: May 18, 1981 in Columbia, S.C. 
ee Ate ae hats 4 John Shelton (Jack) Hodges b: June 18, 1984 in Columbia, S.C. iy 
Peale 4 Mary MacGillivray (Mary) Hodges b: April 15, 1987 in Columbia, S.C. A hresrediiu Oe me cy ae 
-- 2 Caroline Maner (Caroline) Lawton b: May 28, 1919 in Greenwood, S.C. &- €3/74: yf 7B 2s rh otames é. 
eee +John Simpson (John) Kilgo b: February 09, 1912 in Darlington, S.C. m: June 22, 194 Greenwood, S.C. aah April 29, 1991 in 
Darlington, S.C. Age at death: 79 hee Sep ing ae Pr Ee 
3 James Patrick (Jim) Kilgo b: June 27, 1941 in Florence, S. erg: WIS ioe. A, tw zs eee Oe &E) 
+Sarah Jane (Jane) Guillory b: December 28, 1943 in Memphis, Tenn. m: August 27, 1963 in Memphis, Tenn. 
4 John Carlisle (John) Kilgo b: May 24, 1967 in New Orleans, La. 
tts ease sabhh een: +Susan Michelle (Suzi) Mason b: January 27, 1967 in Gainsville, Fla. m: August 18, 1990 in Athens, Ga. 
eee Tu 5 Caroline Mae (Caroline) Kilgo b: January 08, 1998 in Augusta, Ga. 
4 Sarah Jane (Sarah Jane) Kilgo b: February 01, 1969 in Athens, Ga. 
cde, fon esl Nee Mt tig 4 Ann Guillory (Ann) Kilgo b: July 24, 1974 in Athens, Ga. 
agndedeentes 3 Caroline Lawton (Caroline) Kilgo b: September 15, 1943 in Florence, S.C. 
+Peter (Peter) Tierney b: March 27, 1941 in Cambridge, Mass. m: November 05, 1966 in Charleston, S.C. 
4 Anne O'Malley (Anne) Tierney b: June 26, 1970 in Darlington, S.C. 
4 Peter Lawton (Peter) Tierney b: November 17, 1971 in Dallas, Tx. 
igen Seen 4 Edward John (Edward) Tierney b: December 03, 1975 in Dallas, Tx. 
eo mdepattae seed 3 Mae McGilivray (Maisie) Kilgo b: March 31, 1946 in Darlington, S.C. 
+Richard Irvine Heyward (Rick) Belser b: April 08, 1942 in Fayetteville, N.C. m: April 22, 1965 in Sumter, S.C. 
4 Caroline Lawton Kilgo (Caroline) Belser b: December 25, 1966 in Alexandria, Va. 
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ick fe Bie S h +Chnstopher Peter (Peter) Rothfuss b: in Williamsport, Pa. m: April 06, 1986 in Charleston, S.C. 


sehen defeat Nao 5 Anna Love Rothfuss b: October 26, 1986 in Augusta, Ga. 

ches athe en al ake 5 Christopher Peter Rothfuss, Jr. b: January 27, 1988 in Eire, Pa. 

serie lets *2nd Husband of Caroline Lawton Kilgo (Caroline) Belser: 

sehen BRE +Michael Robert (Michael) Foster b: February 20, 1955 in Topeka, Kansas m: July 29, 1996 in Garden City, S.C. 

faiQgth 0 cat SONG ot 5 Grace Foster b: December 28, 1998 in Columbia, S.C. 

shraetelva rete 4 Ejzabeth Baker (Bess) Belser b: March 28, 1969 

ee eee were +Jonathan Matthew (Jonathan) Stober b: May 28, 1969 in Belleview, Washington m: October 03, 1998 in Rockville, S.C. 
Sect ese 4 Mary Heyward (Mary Heyward) Belser b: March 13, 1973 in Rock Hill, S.C. 
Boudiduat ne es 4 Katherine Sams (Katie) Belser b: August 20, 1976 in Charleston, S.C. 

eee 3 John Simpson (John) Kilgo, Jr. b: November 08, 1947 in Darlington, S.C. 

ee +Carolyn Kate (Carolyn) Armstrong b: June 16, 1951 in Greenville, S.C. m: August 17, 1974 i in Greenville, S.C, Ke fll 
Lire nciae 4 James Lucius (James) Kilgo b: March 12, 1980 in Columbia, S.C. been ce ae 

Agate 4 John Simpson (John) Kilgo II b: May 25, 1982 in Columbia, S.C. 


ant de og 


2 Robert Oswald (Bob) Lawton, Jr. b: December 28, 1924 in Greenwood, S.C. d: October 08, 1980 in Huntsville, Ala Age at death: 5: 


... tElise Bates (Elise) Nicholson b: April 05, 1924 in Greenwood, S.C. m: August 15, 1946 in Greenwood, S.C. d: June 1992 in 


Tallahassee, Fla. Age at death: 68 est. 


nites 3 Robert Oswald (Bob) Lawton III b: February 04, 1950 in Tallahassee, Fla. 

seideee a: +Marcy (Marcy) Feuer b: April 13, 1948 in New York, N.Y. m: June 01, 1974 in Durham, N.C. 

eons cehs ictta 4 Robert Michael (Michael) Lawton b: July 20, 1980 

SN 4 William Nicholson Lawton b: July 10, 1984 

Peat 3 Elise Bates (Elise) Lawton b: January 19, 1953 in Pensacola, Fla. 

Renstsens +Steven Gary (Steve) Smith b: July 28, 1952 in Hollywood, Fla. m: December 29, 1973 in Tallahassee, Fla. 
chu detvost that 4 Matthew Clark (Matthew) Smith b: May 22, 1982 

Seances. 4 Katherine Simpson (Katy) Smith b: October 29, 1985 
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Robert Oswald ("Bob") Lawton, Sr. was born 02/21/1882 at Lawtonwood 
Plantation, and died 04/07/1965 in Greenwood, SC. He married, 09/15/ 
1910, at Glenn Springs, SC, Anne Patillo ("Annie") Simpson (born 09/ 
15/1892 at Glenn Springs, SC, died 07/02/1988 in Darlington, SC). 
Annie Simpson was a daughter of Harvey Strother ("Harvey" or "Major") 
Simpson (born 12/05/1854 in Laurens, SC, died 05/21/1943 in Greenwood, 
SC) and Mary Clark ("Molly") Buck (born 02/12/1865 in Bucksville, SC, 
died 08/31/1920 in Asheville, SC). I do not yet have a marriage date 
for Harvey and Molly Buck Simpson. ) 

Robert Oswald and Annie Simpson Lawton are buried side by side in 
the Lawton Family Plot at Memorial Gardens Cemetery in ereenwoea: Sc. 
Annie's parents are buried side by side in the Simpson Family Plot at 
City Cemetery in Laurens, SC. 

Robert Oswald and Annie Simpson Lawton had three children: Mary 
Buck Lawton; Caroline Maner Lawton; and Robert Oswald ase Jr. 

. : ; ; ae: “77, GOOF um, 
A. Mary Buck ("Mary" or Polly ) Lawton was foorn 09/7 A393 eee Glenn 
Ctbeerbin 2 C 

Springs, 7$c.} She married, 06/17/1933, in Columbia, SC, Robert 
Hayne ("Bob" or "Robert") Hodges (born OEP oT tale in Lancaster, SC, 
died 05/04/1982 in Columbia, SC). Robertace bur isa in the Hodges 
Family Plot at Greenlawn Cemetery in Columbia, SC. 


Mary Lawton and Robert Hayne Hodges, Sr. had four children: Mary 


Lawton Hodges; Anne Kennedy Hodges; Robert Hayne Hodges, Jr.;-: and 


David Gregg Hodges. aie Whe oe | = besriasd cn Cobienbiig 26 
1. Mary Lawton ("Mary") Hodges was{born 04 1936 in Columbia, S. Cn 


She married, 06/04/1960, in Columbia, S. C., James Miller ("Jim") 

Davis, Sr. (born 09/21/1933 in Hartsville, S. C.). Mary and Jim 

have four children: Elise Lawton Davis; James Miller Davis, Jr.; 

John Edmund Cecil Davis; and Joseph Robert Hayne Davis. 

a. Elise Lawton ("Elise" or "Lise") Davis was born 10/17/1961 in 
Columbia, S. C. She married, 08/20/1988, in Columbia, S. C., 
John Keith ("Keith") Hayne (born 10/07/1959 at Hill Air Force 
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Base in Ogden, Utah). 


b. James Miller ("Jim") Davis, Jr. was born 03/22/1963 in Col- 
umbia, S.C. As of April 1991 he was still single. 

c. John Edmund Cecil ("John") Davis was born 11/11/1966 in Col- 
umbia, S.C. As of April 1991 he was still single. 

d. Joseph Robert Hayne ("Joe") Davis was born 05/09/1968 in Col- 
umbia, S. C. As of April 1991 he was still single. 

Anne Kennedy ("Anne") Hodges was born 10/26/1937 in Columbia, S. C. 

She married, 06/24/1961, in Columbia, S. C., Charles Marshall 

("Marshall") Cain (born 07/20/1934 in Richmond, Va.). Anne and 

Marshall have four children: Julia Summerall Cain; John Marshall 

Cain; Charles David Cain; and Stuart Howard Cain. 

a. dulia Summerall ("Julie") Cain was born 03/23/1963 in Aiken, 
S. C. She married, 07/18/1987, in Columbia, S. C., Roger 
Tomlinson ("Tommy") McGill (born 05/14/1963 in Kingstree, 

S. C.). This couple is expecting their first child this 


spring. 
b. John Marshall ("Marshall") Cain was born 11/17/1965 in Aiken, 


S. C. As of April 1991 he was still single. 
c. Charles David ("David") Cain was born 04/06/1972 in Aiken, 
S. C. As of April 1991 he was still single. 
d. Stuart Howard ("Stuart") Cain was born 06/10/1974 in Aiken, 
Se Cs 
Robert Hayne ("Bob") Hodges, Jr. was born 09/11/1944 i Columbia, 
S. C. He married, 08/23/1969, in Edgefield, S. C., Ruth Walker 
("Lady") Nicholson (born 08/21/1946 in Edgefield, S. C.). Bob 
and Lady have three children: Robert Hayne Hodges III; Ruth Walker 
Nicholson Hodges; and Elizabeth Wallace Hodges. 
a. Robert Hayne ("Hayne") Hodges III was born 10/02/1972 in Wash- 
ington, D. C. As of April 1991 he was still single. 
b. Ruth Walker Nicholson ("Walker") Hodges was born 03/05/1979 
in Columbia, S. C. 


c. Elizabeth Wallace ("Eljgzabeth" ) Hodges was born 07/29/1983 
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David Gregg ("David") Hodges was born 06/09/1953 in Columbia, S. C. 

He married, 07/25/1975, in Columbia, S. C., Susan Tennent ("Sue") 

Graybill (born 07/03/1953 in Columbia, S. C.). David and Sue have 

four children: Susan Lawton Hodges; Anne Simpson Hodges; John 

Shelton Hodges; and Mary McGillivray Hodges. 

a. Susan Lawton ("Susan") Hodges was born 02/24/1979 in Columbia, 
Ss Cy 

b.- Anne Simpson ("Anne") Hodges was born 05/18/1981 in Columbia, 
S. C. 

c. John Shelton ("Jack") Hodges was born 06/18/1984 in Columbia, 
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James Patrick ("Jim") Kilgo was born, 06 £23/194), in Flor neg S: Cy 


He married, 08/27/1963, in Memphis, Tenn., Sarah Jane ("Jane") 
Guillory (born 12/28/1943 in Memphis, Tenn.). Jim and Jane have 
three children: John Carlisle Kilgo; Sarah Jane Kilgo; and Ann 
Guillory Kilgo. 

a. John Carlisle ("John") Kilgo was born 05/24/1967 in New Orleans, 
La. He married, 08/18/1990, in Athens, Ga., Susan Michelle 
("Suzi" or "Sue") Mason aad 01/27/1967 in Gainsville, Fla.). 

b. Sarah Jane ("Jane") Kilgo was born 02/01/1969 in Athens, Ga. 

As of April 1991 she was still single. 


c. Ann Guillory ("Ann") Kilgo was born 07/24/1974 in Athens, Ga. 
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Caroline Lawton ("Caroline") Kilgo was born 09/15/1943 in Florence, 

S. Cc. She married, 11/05/1966, in Charleston, S. C., Peter Tierney 

(born 03/27/1941 in Cambridge, Mass.). Caroline and Peter have 

three children: Anne O'Malley Tierney; Peter Lawton Tierney; and 

Edward John Tierney. 

a. Anne O'Malley ("Anne") Tierney was born 06/20/1970 in Darling- 
ton, S. C. As of April 1991 she was still single. 

b. Peter Lawton ("Peter") Tierney was born 11/17/1971 in Dallas, 
Tex. As of April 1991 he was still single. 

c. Edward John ("Edward") Tierney was born 12/03/1975 in Dallas, 
Tex. 

Mae McGilivray ("Maizie") Kilgo was born 03/31/1946 in Darlington, 

S. C. She married, 04/22/1965, in Sumter, S. C., Richard Irvine 


Heyward ("Rick") Belser (born 04/08/1942 in Fayetteville, N. C.). 


Maizie and Rick have four children: Caroline Lawton Belser Kilgo; 

Elizabeth Baker Belser; Mary Heyward Belser; and Katherine Sams 

Belser. 

a. Caroline Lawton Kilgo ("Caroline") Belser was born 12/25/1966 
in Alexandria, Va. She married, 04/06/1986, in Charleston, 
S. C., Christopher Peter ("Peter") Rothfuss (born in Williams- 
port, Pa., date ichowad Caroline and Peter have two children: 
Anna Love Rothfuss; and Christopher Peter Rothfuss, Jr. 
(1) Anna Love ("Anna") Rothfuss was born 10/26/1986 in Eire, Pz 
(2) Christopher Peter ("Peter") Rothfuss, Jr. was born 01/27/ 

1988 in Eire, Pa. 

b. Elizabeth Baker ("Bess") Belser was born 03/28/1969 in Alex- 
andria, Va. As of April 1991 she was still single. 

c. Mary Heyward ("Mary Heyward") Belser was born 03/13/1973 in 
Rock Hill, S. C. 

d. Katherine Sams ("Katie") Belser was born 08/20/1976 in Charles- 


ton, S. C. 
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4. John Simpson ("John") Kilgo, Jr. was born 11/08/1947 in Darlington, 
S. C. He married, oon de in Greenville, S. C., Carolyn Kate 
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("Carolyn") Armstrong born 06/16/1951 in Greenvill 


and Carolyn have two children: James Lucius Kilgo; and John Simpson 


Kilgo III. 


a. James Lucius ("James") Kilgo was born 03/12/1980 in Columbia, 
S. Cc. 
b. John Simpson ("John") Kilgo III was born 05/25/1982 in Columbia, 
owe 26% 
Robert Oswald ("Bob") Lawton, Jr. was born 12/28/1924 in Greenwood, S.C., 
and died 10/08/1980 in Huntsville, Ala. He married, 08/15/1946, in 
Greenwood, S. C., Elise Bates ("Elise") Nicholson (born 04/05/1924 in 
Greenwood, S. C.). Bob and Elise had two children: Robert Oswald Law- 


ton III; and Elise Bates Lawton. 


1. Robert Oswald ("Bob") Lawton III was born 02/04/1950 in Tallahassee, 
Fla. He married, 06/01/1974, in Durham, N. C., Marcy Feuer (born 
04/13/1948 in New York, N. Y.). Bob and Marcy have two children: 
Robert Michael Lawton; and William Nicholson Lawton. 

a. Robert Michael ("Michael") Lawton was born 07/20/1980 in 
Chicago, I11. 

b. William Nicholson ("Nicky") Lawton was born 07/10/1984 in 
Huntsville, Ala. 

2. Elise Bates ("Elise") Lawton was born 01/19/1953 in Pensacola, Fla. 
She married, 12/29/1973, in Tallahassee, Fla., Steven Gary ("Steve") 
Smith (born 07/28/1952 in Hollywood, Fla.). Elise and Steve have 
two children: Matthew Clark Smith; and Katherine Simpson Smith. 

a. Matthew Clark ("Matthew") Smith was born 05/22/1982 in Rocky 
Mount, N. C. 
b. Katherine Simpson ("Katie") Smith was born 10/29/1985 in 


Jackson, Miss. 
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NOTE: After Robert Oswald Lawton, Jr.'s death on 10/08/1980, Elise 


Nicholson Lawton married second, 07/17/1988, in Tallahassee, 
FL, Charles Robert ("Bob") Isleib (born 01/31/1923 in Patter- 


son, NJ). 


"Little Annie" Lawton, the youngest daughter and next-to-last child of 
Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton, was born 02/22/1885 at Lawtonwocd 
Plantation, and died there 12/27/1891, at the age of six. She is 
buried in the Lower Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp, beside Maner 


Soule, Addie, Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr., and several of her siblings. 


James King ("Jim") Lawton, the last child of Maner Soule and Addie Sams 
Lawton, was born 07/03/1891 at Lawtonwood Plantation, and died 05/02/ 
1979 in Quincy, FL. Uncle Jim's remains were cremated, and his ashes 
were scattered in Florida, but there is a marker in his memory in the 
Lower Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp. 

Married four times, with no children from any of these unions, Jim 
Lawton married first, in 1922 (exact date unknown), in Tampa, FL, Will 
Eva Carruthers, for whom I have no biographical information. 

Jim Lawton married second (date unknown), in Bartow, FL, Mary Car- 
penter (born in 1895 in Bartow, FL, died in 1965 in Tallahassee, FL, 
the exact dates of her birth and death unknown). 

Jim Lawton married fourth and last, 09/09/1972, in Tallahassee, FL, 
Mrs. Nell Margaret ("Nell") Sturgel Wolfe (born 08/18/1904 in East 


Helena, MT, died 11/13/1998 in Chicago, IL.) 
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Old Family Photos 





According to our Cousin Tommy Lawton, who was kind enough to give 
me a copy of the above likeness of Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr., this is 
not a photograph, but a sketch that was done by an unknown artist. 
Also according to Tommy, this is the earliest known likeness that 
exists of Joseph, and dates from the 1830's, when he still was quite 
a young man--obviously in his 30's, since he was born in 1800. 

If you compare this sketch with the two photos of Joseph on the 
next two pages--both photos taken in his later years~~you will see 
what a talented artist Joseph commissioned to conduct this "study." 
Always serious and unsmiling, "Joseph the Younger" and "Joseph the 


Elder" gaze at us--perhaps even past us-~across the generations. As 
I gaze back at him, I can't help wondering what he was like as a child 
and whether he ever smiled, even then. He's a handsome man, but he 


looks as if he's had to memorize at least a million obituaries! 
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Our cousin Tommy Lawton gave me this photo of Senator Joseph 
Maner Lawton, &r., which I estimate was taken in the 1850's. We 
have only three photos of Senator Lawton, and in none of them is 
he even "faintly amused." I know from everything I have always 
heard and read about him that he was a "noble soul," but isn't he 
the most “serious study" that you have ever seen? 

I do not have any idea what the "black band" on his hand is 
for--probably some sort of "mourning symbol," but of what, or for 
whom? Tommy Lawton does not know either, so any suggestions that 
any of you might have will be greatly appreciated. 
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SENATOR JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. (08/27/1800-12/05/1862) THE 
FATHER (BY HIS SECOND WIFE, ELIZABETH ALLEN THOMSON--03/04/1810- 
07/26/1894) OF MANER SOULE LAWTON 








This picture of Senator Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. dates from 
the 1850's, I would estimate, and is one of the three known photos 
of him that exist. I had this particular photo reproduced from an 
elegant old daguerrotype that King Maner gave to me in 1985. 

Joseph Maner Lawton died long before King, his great-grandson, 
was born (43 years before, to be exact), but King obviously had 
heard stories about his great-grandfather, because in talking to 
me about our common ancestor, King invariably referred to him as 
"the old man over at Cypress Vale"--as if the person and place to 
whom and which he was referring were a "yesterday or so away." 

If only I had asked King a million more questions about our family! 
During his lifetime, King Eprgot more than I will ever know. 








ELIZABETH ALLEN THOMSON LAWTON: 1810-1894 


I do not have a date for this photo of Elizabeth Allen Thomson 
Lawton, nor do I know the identity of the chiid so obliviously at 
rest on her lap. My guess, however, is that «his photo was taken 
in the mid-to-late 1840's, and that the child might have been our 
ancestor, Maner Soule Lawton, who was born October 2, 1848. 

I had this photo reproduced from an old daquerrotype that King 
Maner gave to me in in 1985. 
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1810-1694 


ELIZABETH ALLEN THOMSON LAWTON: 


This photo of Elizabeth Allen Thomson Lawton, taken in her later 
Years, alsa is undated, but probably dates from the 1870's. There is 
something about her face that reminds me of Aunt Adelaide. 

This is yet another of the priceless old photos that King Maner 
gave to me in 1985, while I was living at Garnett. The original is in 
rather bad shape, so I had it restored before making the above copy. 
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MANER SOULE LAWTON (10/02/1848-09/28/1907), HUSBAND OF 
SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS (03/01/1849-11/06/1932) 








I had this childhood photo of Maner Soule Lawton 
reproduced from a daguerrotype that Aunt Adelaide gave 
to me in the 1970's. Since Maner Soule was born in 
1848, this photo obviously dates from the early 1850's. 

In the 1980's, I donated copies of all of the old 
family photos I have collected (along with a negative 
of each photo) to the South Caroliniana Library in 
Columbia, with the stipulation that copies of these 
photos ALWAYS would be made available to members of 
our family, upon request. Thus far, there are about 
fifty priceless old photographs in our "family album" 
at South Caroliniana, and the collection continues to 
grow as research goes on. 
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This is the only photo I ever have been able to find of 
Maner Soule Lawton as an adult. Aunt Adelaide gave me this 
original copy in the 1960's, and I would date it in the late 
1870's or early 1880's. Unfortunately, so many of these old 
family photos are unidentified and undated, so our family is 
blessed to have as many "positive ID's" as we do. 

Tf anyone in the family has any information on this-- 
er any other photograph--in "Our Family Circle," please let 


me know, and I will include it in future "Millennium Updates. 
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SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS (03/01/1849-11/06/1932), WIFE OF 
MANER SOULE LAWTON (10/02/1848-09/28/1907) 











I had this childhood photo of Sarah Adelaide Sams 
reproduced from a daguerrotype that King Maner gave to 
me in the 1980's. Since Addie Sams was born in 1849, 
this photo obviously dates from the early 1850's. 

In its original frame, which is very elegant and 
ornate, Addie's feet were not visible, so when I had 
this photo reproduced, I did so without the frame, in 
order to "capture the whole child"--who obviously was 
not in the mood to be "captured" at this particular 


moment. 
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This is what I call the "companion photo"--the one that 
Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton posed for at the same time, 
which probably was in the late 1870's or early 1880's. 

If you compare this photo of Addie to that of her mother, 
Carrie Oswald Sams, which also is included in this family his- 


tory, I think that you will see a striking resemblance between 
mother and daughter. 
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This is another 
of Addie Sams Lawton 


I don't know when or 
about 1920. 
The original of 


undated photo that King Maner gave to me-- 
and her youngest child, Uncle Jim Lawton. 
where it was taken, but I would guess in 


this photo is a tiny thing--about two by 


three inches. This photocopy of the enlargement I had made 
is very "grainy," but the enlargement itself turned out to be 
quite clear and of nice quality. 

If any of you can help me date and detail any of these old 
photos, I will be most grateful. 
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This photo of Addie Sams Lawton is undated, but I would estimate 
that it was taken in about 1920. As is the case with many of the old 
photos I have, King Maner gave this one to me in 1985, when I was 
living in Garnett and spent many wonderful hours "talking family" with 
him at his home. As all of you know, our knowledge of family history 
invariably traces itself back to King, our Lawton/Maner "memory bank." 

The original of this photo was in the form of one of those old 
"post card photos" that were so popular in the early 1900's. It was 
badly splotched and stained when King gave it to me, so I had it air- 
brushed and restored, with the above results. This photocopy doesn't 
even nearly do the photo justice, of course, but it is the best that 


I can provide you with at this time. 
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MILES BREWTON SAMS (1811-1894) 
FATHER OF SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS 


This 1s an undated “photograph of a portrait" of Miles Brewton 
Sams that was given to me by one of his descendants, Margaret Geislinge 
of Atlanta, GA. Margaret is a daughter of Lula Sams Bond, who wrote 
the remarkable history of the Sams family in collaboration with Laura 
Sams Sanders, our late cousin Who was the "Sams expert. 

I am by no means any type of expert on dating old portraits and 
photos, but since Miles Brewton Sams was born in 1811, I would say 


that the above photo/portrait of him dates from the 1830's. 
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MILES BREWTON SAMS (1811-1894) 
FATHER OF SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS 


This photo is what I call a "serendipitous discovery"--finding 
"exactly what I wanted, but had no hopes of ever finding, and was not 
even looking for." 

While cleaning out Aunt Adelaide's room at The Methodist sro in 
Orangeburg, SC, after her death in December of 1998, I found this old 
photo. I don't know when it was taken--probably in the late 1880's-- 
but on the back of the photo the subject had written, "To Brewton from 
Grandpa." Brewton, of course, was my grandfather, Brewton Sams Lawton, 
and the above photo was sent to him by his grandfather (our ancestor), 


for whom my grandfather was named. As far as I know, this is the only 


photo that exists of Miles Brewton Sams in his later years. 
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Thus far, this is the only photo I have been able to find of 

Adelaide Sams Lawton's mother, Carrie Oswald Sams, as a young 
woman. Taken in the 1840's, I would estimate, this photo was 
sent to me by a Sams/Oswald descendant who lives in New York. 
To me, the resemblance between Carrie and her daughter Addie 

is striking. Both would have been a belle at any bali. 
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PAROLINE MATILDA OSWALD SAMS (1819-1898) 
WIFE OF MILES BREWTON SAMS (1811-1894) 
MOTHER OF SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS (1849-1932) 


This is another old photo that King Maner gave to me. I[t isn't 
dated, but I would guess that it was taken in the 1860's. Carrie's 
dark clothing and veil suggest that she was in mourning when this 
photo was taken--possibly for her son, Miles Brewton Sams, Jr., who 


died at thev-age of eleven in May of 1864, or her mother, Lavinia 
Chaplin Oswald, who died in April of 1868. 
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This charming and delightful picture is of "Aunt Carrie"-- 
Caroline Matilda (later Oswald) Lawton Maner (1872-1966), the second 
child of Maner Soule and Sarah Adelaide Sams Lawton--holding King 
Maner in her lap, with Adelaide standing beside her. 

Since King Maner was born in March of 1905, this photo was 
taken in the late summer or early fall of the same year, I would 
imagine, although my skill at estimating the ages of babies is 
"worse than woeful.” 

This photo was taken on the front lawn of the Garnett Home-- 
originally the home of William Francis ("Frank") Maner, Sr. (1816- 
1901), the grandfather of King and Adelaide Maner. This home was 


remodeled quite extensively in the 1920's. It now is owned by John 
Rhodes, of Estill, SC, who had it moved from ‘its previous location 
to a site "down the road a piece" ("just next door," in Garnett 


terms), on the Old Augusta Road, at the entrance to Lawtonwood 
Plantation. 
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THE RUINS OF BLACK SWAMP PLANTATION, 
THE BIRTHPLACE OF SENATOR JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR., 
BETWEEN ROBERTVILLE AND GARNETT, SC 





These magnificent old brick steps are all that remain of Black Swamp 
Plantation, the twenty-one-room winter residence of William Henry (1775- 
1827) and Catharine’ Maner Lawton (1777-1842). This home, along with most 
of the other plantation homes in the area, was burned by Sherman's troops 
in 1865, when the Union Army swept through Robertville, Brighton, and 
Lawtonville during the Civil War. Unfortunately, no known photo of this 
home in its original glory has survived. On the same day that this birth- 
place of Senator Lawton went up in flames, his own home, Cypress Vale, 
suffered the same fate. Miraculously, the Lawtons' summer residence, The 
Pinelands, escaped the torch and still remains in the Lawton Family, at 
this time owned and occupied by our cousin, Tommy Lawton, and his wife 
Bess, of Garnett, SC. 

I took this photo at a time when the area around the ruins was over- 
run by weeds. On the next page are two additional photos of the ruins 
taken at the same time, but from different angles. On the page following 
that are two photos of the stairs when the weeds had been mowed. 

Any of you who never have visited this beautiful site should make it 
a point to do so. It is surrounded by a grove of splendid old live oaks, 
and the setting truly is "frozen in time," albeit a somewhat sad time for 
those who love the past and wish that it could have turned out differently. 
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The top photo is a side view of the Black Swamp Plantation stairs, ata 
time when they were not overgrown by weeds. The intricate detail of the 
brickwork is elegant, the handiwork of a expert and truly artistic brick- 
mason. The bottom photo is a front view of the stairs, showing all their 
regal richness, even ina state of ruin and decay. One can only imagine 
the magnificence of the home as it stood in its splendor that day in 1865, 
when Sherman's troops strode up these stairs and transformed elegance to 
ashes forever. In many ways, it is a blessing that Joseph Maner Lawton 
died in 1862, three years before the world he knew and loved was destroyed 
in a Single day. It also must have been a sorrowful experience for those 
who lived through the ordeal, and had to pick up the pieces, get on with 
their lives, and "get all of us mes OMe obviously did, in great 
numbers, and very well, in my OPE ons ; 
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The top photo is a side view of the steps leading to the entrance 
of the Lawton home at Black Swamp Plantation. The bottom photo is a 
back view of the steps, showing "wonderful places" where one easily can 
visualize our ancestors as children, playing hide-and-seek and "play 


house" on summer afternoons. The house stood at least seven or eight 


feet off the ground--worlds of room for an "imaginary kingdom." 
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Bonneywood, plantation home of the Thomson family, seen here in 1937, a century 
after it was built. 





T always have been somewhat confused about the actual birthplace 
of our ancestress, Elizabeth Allen Thomson Lawton (1810-1894), second 
wife of Senator Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. (1800-1862), and mother of 
Maner Soule Lawton (1848-1907). 

According to everything I have heard and read all my life, she 
was born at Bonneywood Plantation, her parents' home near Lawtonville, 
S¢. Since Elizabeth was born in 1810, however, and since Bonneywood 
was not built until 1837, I am led to believe that there must have been 
another, "older Bonneywood," which Elizabeth's parents occupied before 
they built the home in the above photo. 

Obviously, I will have to do some additional research in order to 
resolve the "Bonneywood enigma." In the meantime, the majority of my 
information about the above-depicted Bonneywood Plantation Home comes 
from our cousin Jim Kilgo's book, Pipe Creek to Matthew's Bluff. 

According to Jim's Pipe Creek (page 50), Bonneywood was quite a 
showplace, "its mantels, mouldings, and ornate ceilings...said to have 
been the work of imported French artisans, and its grounds were laid 
out in formal gardens." 

Having survived the ravages of Sherman's "scourge through the 
South," which totally obliterated the entire community of nearby 
Lawtonville, Bonneywood eventually succumbed to old age and fell into 
such a state of disrepair that it was demolished in the 1980's. 
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THE PINELANDS PLANTATION HOME 
LOCATED AT GARNETT, SC 


Everyone in the family of course is very familiar with this beautiful 
old home, and many of us have wonderful memories of the happy times that 
we have spent here, from our childhood days to the present. The vresent 
owner, our cousin Tommy Lawton, has really poured his heart and soul into 
transforming the house and grounds into a showplace, and I look forward 
to visiting him and his wife Bess for a "grand tour" this summer. 

According to my scant information on this home, construction on it 
was begun in late 1817 and was not completed until sometime in 1819. The 
home was built as a summer residence by our ancestor, William Henry Lawton 
(1775-1827), as a retreat from the mosquito-infested lands of his winter 
residence, Black Swamp Plantation, the ruins of which appear on previous 
pages. Unlike Black Swamp Plantation, which was burned by the Union Army, 
The Pinelands miraculously survived and became the Lawtons' primary home 
during the "Aftermath Era" of the War Years. 

William Henry Lawton's son--our ancestor, Senator Joseph Maner Law- 
ton, the father of Maner Soule Lawton--no doubt spent many pleasant times 
here with his family. There is so much history and genealogy within the 
walls of this old home that one would need to compile an encyclopedia on 
the Lawton and Maner families in order to include it all. Perhaps in the 
year 2017 we can all gather here to celebrate the bicentennial of this 


magnificent old place. 
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PAUL SMITH LAWTON, SR. -(1916-1985), STANDING ON THE FRONT LAWN OF THE 
MANER SOULE LAWTON HOME SITE IN FEBRUARY OF 1973. THIS HOME PRESENTLY 
IS OWNED AND OCCUPIED BY ED AND ANGIE BULLARD OF GARNETT, SC, WHO HAVE 
MADE EXTENSIVE RENOVATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE HOUSE SINCE THEY 
PURCHASED IT IN 1987. 





Taken in February of 1973 after a surprise snowfall, this picture 
of Dad standing on the front lawn of the Lawton Home Place was one of 
his favorites. : 

As most of you know, Dad's grandfather, Maner Soule Lawton, built 
this house in the early 1870's on the back portion of his plantation, 
on the tract of land now owned by another grandson, Tommy Lawton, who 
lives in Florida. At this "old site," Maner Soule and Addie had four 
of their eight children: Francis Joseph Lawton (1870-1885), Caroline 
Matilda Lawton (1872-1966), Elizabeth Thompson Lawton (1874-1900), and 
Brewton Sams Lawton (1878-1939). 

According to stories that Dad and King Maner used to teli me, the 
original home site was beautiful, with a splendid grove of pecan trees, 
but because of the proximity to Boggy Creek, the mosquitoes, snakes, 
and "various varmits" made life unbearable, for humans, livestock, and 
poultry alike. Neither Dad nor King knew exactly when Maner Soule had 
the house disassembled, moved, and rebuilt at its present location, but 
they both told me they remembered hearing that my grandfather, Brewton 
Sams Lawton, was the last child of Maner Soule and Addie to be born on 
"the back of the place." Since Grandfather was born 07/03/1878, and 
‘his brother, Thomas Oregon Lawton, was born 04/03/1880, I feel fairly 
safe in assuming that that the house was moved sometime “between then 
and then"--1878 and 1880--about 720 years ago, give or take a year. 
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I took these photos of the old home place several years ago, 
when I stopped by to visit the present owners, Ed and Angie Bullard. 
As you can see, Ed and Angie have done a splendid job of restoring 
this old home. Maner Soule and Addie would be profoundly pleased, 


I am certain, if they could come back for a “walk down memory lane." 
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These are two more photos of the old home, showing one of the 
magnificent live oaks in the front yard. According to Dad, Great- 
grandmother Addie planted these trees, which he referred to as the 
"Grandfather Oaks," for some reason. Since there are two of them 


on the front lawn, I always referred to them as the "Grandfather 





and Grandmother Oaks, in honor of both Maner Soule and Addie. 
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These are two views of the front yard at the old home, looking 
down the avenue. The top photo, of course, is of one of the "Grand- 
father Oaks." The smaller oaks in the background of the bottom 
photo were planted by Dad and Uncle Manny in the 1930's. Dad and 
Unele Manny originally planted eight trees, but in the 1960's Dad 
had to have four of them removed because of overcrowding. During 


the drought of 1986, I kept hoses running on these trees 24 hours 
a day, from April to August, %h order to keep them alive. 


The James King Maner Home, Near Garnett, SL 
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This beautiful old home was built in about 1905, and as King used to 
say, "was once full of people," a number of whom were born here. This is 
where Addie Sams Lawton spent the last 25 years of her life, after Maner 
Soule's death on September 28, 1907. She died on November 6, 1932, in 
the back upstairs bedroom in the bottom photo. 

In the top photo, the front of the house is partially obscured by the 
shrubbery, which was overgrown at the time the picture was taken. In the 
bottom photo, one can see the right-hand side of the house, and the lawn 
where dozens of us once played as children. The family history and our 
memories of this place alone would fill volumes and volumes, which would 
then overflow and fill further volumes. King's cows still graze in the 
back pastures, just as they did when he was alive--just as they did when 
we were children, growing up among these beautiful old surroundings. 
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BEAUFORT, SC--c. 1864 
THE HOME OF LEWIS REEVE SAMS (1784-1856) 


THE GRANDFATHER OF SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS LAWTON (1848-1932) 


A number of photos in this family history are redundant, and this is 
one of them, as another photo of this home appears on a subsequent page. 

7 I am inciuding this photo anyway, however, since it was taken about 140 
years before the subsequent photo, and has special, historical signifi- 
cance to the Sams and Lawton Families. 

2 A history of this old home in Beaufort is included on a page that 
follows, so suffice it for now to say that the above photo is the last 
sight--and memory--that our ancestress, Sarah Adelaide Sams, had of her 
grandfather's place as she and her family had to evacuate Beaufort when 
the Union Army invaded and occupied Beaufort during the Civil War. 


The men standing outside the fence of this home are Union troops, 


- and the rest is history--of how the "Old South" ended, and we began. 
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this is another photo of the Lewis Reeve Sams family home in Beaufort, 
SC, taken probably on the same day in "ce 1864" that the photo on the pre- 
vious page was taken. I have no way,.of course, of verifying the date of 
these photos, which were sent to me by a Sams descendant in California, 
but I do know that it was the home of our ancestors, that our ancestress, 
Sarah Adelaide Sams, no doubt spent many happy hours there, visiting her 
grandparents, and that those are Union Troops posing on the front porch. 

Fortunately, this beautiful old home survived "The War," and still 
can be seen and visited in all its grandeur on Bay Street in Beaufort, 
where it is owned and maintained by a very gracious and hospitable couple 
as a "bed and breakfast" lodging. 
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Lewis Reeve Sams House Architecture: First Revival Perioc 

601 Bay St. Society & Custom: 


Built in 1852 by Lewis Reeve Sams, this house is an excellent example of 
the Beaufort style of architecture adapted to the characteristics of the Greek 
Revival Period. The two-story frame house sits on a high masonry founda- 
tion. Marble steps lead to the first floor verandah, which is supported by six 
fluted Doric order columns. A delicate dentil encircles the frieze between the 
double verandahs. The second-floor verandah is supported by six Ionic 
order columns. A heavier dentil raps around this cornice. The doorways 
have sidelights to the floor and six-pane rectangular transoms. Windows on 
the five-bay-wide building are six over six (6/6) lights with exterior blinds. 

The backyard has a small one-bay-wide frame building with a large 
fireplace that was used as a wash house. 

Richard and Thomas Sams, sons of the first owner, acquired the pro- 
perty after the Civil War but sold it in 1869 to George Waterhouse. The 
, house was the first in Beaufort to be established as a bed and breakfast 
jinn. It was used 4 in ais ae filming of ‘The Prince of Tides”. 
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3. 601 Bay Street 


Lewis Reeve Sams House 
[852 


This handsome Beaufort Style house has excellent exterior woodwork, [onic columns over Doric on 
the verandahs. fine doorways and chimneys. and marble front stairs. The interior includes black 
marble mantels and excellent plaster work. Construction circa 1852 is attributed to Lewis Reeve 
Sams (1784-1856), a planter who at one time owned half of Dataw Island. The Rev. Thomas Fuller 
Sams acquired the property after his mother's death in 1857 and is listed on 1862 Direct Tax records 
being its owner on the eve of the Union occupation. during which the house was used as Hospital 
14. ae was able to reacquire the house after the war, mortgaging it to George W. Woodman in 
1867 and to George Waterhouse in 1868. Waterhouse. a native of Lyman, Maine, came to Beaufort in 
1864 and operated a store on Bay Street, soon becoming a prominent odusiness and civic leader. He 
purchased the house from Sams in 1869. According to local tradition, the house survived the great 
fire of 1907 by the etforts of the Waterhouse cotton gin workers. who formed a bucket brigade and 
used wet blankets to beat out the flames. The small one-room house in the back vard is thought to 
have been used as a wash house. 
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As I am sure all of you will agree, this modern photo of our Sams 
ancestors' home in Beaufort looks much better without those "damned 
Yankees" (no offense, Aunt Peggy) swarming all over the front porch 
and front yard. Several years ago I sent the present owners photos 
of the original owners, our ancestors, which the present owners now 
have displayed in one of the rooms. 
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140, 801 Prince Street 
Miles Brewton Sams House 
circa 1800 


Local tradition relates that the builder of this house was Miles Brewton Sams. Architectural evidence 


suggests a construction date of circa 1800. The Sams family is cited as owner of the property on the 
1862 Direct Tax Commission map of the city. 


This is a photo of the birthplace of Sarah Adelaide Sams Lawton, in 
Beaufort, SC, but I am very puzzled by the above "construction date of 
circa 1800," since our ancestor, Miles Brewton Sams, was not born until 
1811, eleven years after this home supposedly was built. In may ways, 
Miles Brewton Sams truly was a remarkable person, but I seriously doubt 
that he was capable of any “back-to-the-future feats" such as the above 
date suggests. 

Obviously, the above date either is a misprint, or Miles Brewton 

Sams was not the first owner of this home. I will have to contact the 
Beaufort Historical Foundation for some further information, and report 
my findings at a later date. In the meantime, we can look at this photo 
and "picture the past," as Miles, Carrie, Sarah Adelaide, and the other 
nine Sams children hurriedly load whatever belongings they can carry in- 
to horse-drawn wagons and evacuate Beaufort and this home, as the Union 
Army invades the town and changes their lives forever. Wouldn't we all 
like to know what series of unusual (and for us, fortunate) circum- 


stances guided Sarah Adelaide from Beaufort to Black Swamp? Something 


“sent her thither," though, and here we are! 
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When we meet again in April of 2001, TIT will have more information to share with you 
on "The Retreat," the birthplace of our ancestor, Miles Brewton Sams. In the meantime, TI 
Can tell you that this was "three homes in oney" and a favorite "getaway place" for many 
of our Sams ancestors, particularly Carrie Oswald Sams, whose correspondence to relatives 


expressed how much she enjoyed her “retreats" there. Unfortunately, all that remains of 


this home are the ruins, the house having been swept away by the "Great Storm" of 1893-- 
an August hurricane which inundated and devastated the entire coast of South Carolina, 


<i 


88 
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And C emetery 





i 





Am, © 4 4 


Black Swamp Church. 


1790~ 1968 


LITTLE BLACK SWAMP 
METHODIST CHURCH 


The heritge of Methodism in this section was handed down from 
an earlier church near Brighton, just across the line in Hampton 
County. 

In 1790 a minister from Purrysburg organized a ground of 
Methodists in the Black Swamp community, the event resulting in 
construction of the “Little Black Swamp” Church. It was so desig- 
nated to distinguish it from the larger Baptist house not far away. 

The building, of moderate size and simple architecture, was left 
standing by Sherman’s army, with the distinction of having been 
used as an encampment spot by the general himself. The Jater- 
famous letters to his daughter were written by Sherman during 
his use of the structure as quarters. ; 

The doors of “Little Black Swamp” Church were closed some 
thirty-odd years ago. But all the Methodist churches in the county 
share in its history, for the Black Swamp circuit was progenitor of 
the later Methodist charges. The cemetery is surrounded by a 
sturdy fence of steel, the donation of a descendant in honor of his 
parents. Names which can be read upon the stones are King, Riley, 
Buckner, Martin, Causey, and of course, Lawton and Maner. 


This church burned in 1968, cause of fire unknown. 
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GARNETT, SC 
BLACK SWAMP METHODIST CHURCH: 1790-1968 


This is a photo of just about the plainest thing I ever have 
seen in my entire life, but it is precious to me because it was 
made from one of the very few original photos of our "little Pink 
Church" at Black Swamp, which I miss so much every time I visit 
the old cemetery. I still can not believe it is gone. 

Our Cousin Florrie Lawton left this photo among her collection 
of family records, which ended up in the possession of ancther one 
of our cousins, Robert Peeples--who gave it to me to give to you. 
So weave "the ties that bind." 
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This is still another photo of our "Little Pink Church" at Black 


Swamp, obviously taken ata different time from the photo on the pre 
vious page, since in this photo there is shrubbery in front of the 
church, whereas in the photo on the previous *bage there is nothing 
at all growing out front. 

Both of these photos are undated, but my guess is that they date 
from the 1930's or 1940's. The above photo probably is more recent, 
since I can not recall the church without the shrubbery. 

Someday, I would like to find an artist who can paint a water- 
color "study" of ‘this church in "impressionistic pastels," so if 
anyone has any recommendations, please let me know. TI think we 
all would like to have a print of such a painting, so please let 


me Know what you think about this idea. 
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I do not know who wrote this quaint and eloquent history of-- 
and tribute to--our charming "Little Pink Church" at Black Swamp, 
nor do I know the occasion for which it was written, or even when. 
I am including it in our family history, however, because of the 
love it conveys to us from someone who obviously was "one of us," 
and also because it therefore is one of our many "ties that bind." 
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BLACK SWAMP CHURCH--IN THE SOUTHLAND 


tihat's in a name? A rose by any other name 
— would smell as sweet!" One ponders--rould it? 


_ Toa stranger, the name Black Swamp immediate- 
= ly brings to mind a dismal svemp, mosquitoes, 
and malaria fever. But to those who ere familiar 
with this particular country, it means evergreen 
‘pines, festooned moss-covered live oaks, level 
roads, native birds, deer, and a people who have 
been bred to hospitality for generations., There 
is much in association with names, 


In lower South Carolina, Hampton County, in the 
neighborhood of Garnett, ig an ancient Methodist 
‘Church, Black Swamp, so called because of a near- 
by branch whose waters flow through streams that 
are very darl: in appearance, The origin of this 
Church dates back te 1790 when a visiting, minis- 
ter from an old settlement, Pureysburg, was in- 
vited by William Layton to visit the Black Swamp 

' country; he did so, and the result ras the es- 
= tablishment of this Church.. 


The edifice quite simple in architecture is 

= built along early American lines, without steeple, 
columns, or stained glass windows. The exterior 
formerly a dull pink has been changed to white, 

.. but now there is only a trace of color between 

. pink and white giving it a drab browm effect. Hov- 
‘ever plain in its simplicity, there has always been 
a certain atmosphere within, which invites rever- 

= ence as one enters the stillmess of this ae 

-* sanctuary. 


_ . + There is a bit of South Carolina history con- 
os nected with the fact that during the Civil War, 
1863, General William T, Sherman did not apply 
the torch; instead, he used the building for 
. his regiment, 


95 


4 


~ 


‘ 


oe earns : + eee ae a 2 
a, — ‘ = ms 


ee 


The situation of this property is almost devoid 
of the usual feeling of isolated loneliness one 
may find at such places; it is on a slight hill, 
facing, beyond the yard, a field, with another to 
the left and a background of forest pines, oaks, 
and hardwood trees; so to the spectator, there is 
an open view of the beauty of the red and golden 
rising and setting of the sun. There is native 
picturesque scenery with a group of five stately 
virgin pines near the building; at a suitable dis- 
tance opposite are a few hickory nut, and a half 
dozen transplanted dogwood trees; near the triple 
entrance gates is a rustic well, bucket on chain 
wheel complete. 

In 1941 a loyal descendant of the Martin family, 
Benjamin Martin (deceased April 5, 1947) of Musko- 
gee, Oklahoma, had erected around the four acres 
of the churchyard-cemetery property a handsome 
steel fence, In April 1942, an impressive dedica- 
tion service was held at this historic spot bring-~ 
ing a large assemblage of interested relatives and 
friends from far and near, This befitting gift. 
was. given in momory of the parents of the donor, 
the late Benjamin Martin and Catherine Maner. 


In the earlier years of 1900 this Church was 
alive with membership; it had been noted for its 
promptness in support of the ministry, ‘ithin the 
past ten years, in spite of regretful protestations 
of certain interested ones, the Lover South Caro- 
lina Gonference had to decide to close this country 
church because of the limited membership and lack 
of sufficient funds to keep it active; yet, if for- ° 
mer members end any kind friends would renew inter- 
est in one form or another, there could be special 
occasional request services annually as Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Easter, Mother's Day, and Father's Day in 
this old familiar Church to keep its door not en- 
tirely closed. 


96 


° 


- 4 


In by-gone years a certain group of faithful 
menbers took pride in regularly keeping this place 
neat and clean so that it was considered the best 
kept rural-churchyardecemetery within a radius of 
fifty miles inclusive of Hampton and adjacent Jas- 
per County. 


An outstanding cultured lady of an ora of the 
past and of the Catholic faith, who now sleeps 
there, spoke of this spot fittingly as "GOD'S 
ACRE", 

"It singeth low in every heart, 

We hear it, each and all-- 
& song of those who answer not, 
However we may call; 
They throng the silence of the breast 
We see them as of yore-- 
— The kind, the brave, the true, the sveaet, 
Who walk with us no mors! : 


- More homelike seems that vast unknown 
Since they have entered there 
To follow them were not so hard 
‘Wherever they may fare; 
os They cannot be where God is not, 
On any sca or shore, é 
What eter betides, thy love abides, 
Our God forevermore! ~ 


_We hope there may always be a few loyal in- 
dividuals from each succeeding generation to car- 
ze ry on the works of. those who pass on, in the up- 
keep of the hallowed grounds as symbolic of the 
reputation of the old Black Swamp Church which may 
be comparable in typical description to the lines 
of the hymn, The Church in the Wildwood. 
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Cemeteries And Headstones 





THE MARKER OF SENATOR JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 
IN THE "LOWER LAWTON FAMILY PLOT" AT BLACK SWAMP CEMETERY 


To me, it is nothing short of a miracle that this marker survived 
the wrath of Sherman and his troops, who used the little church at Black 
Swamp as their headquarters during the Civil War. Because of his polit- 
ical views, and the fact that he owned over 100 slaves, Senator Lawton 
and his family were prime targets when the Union Army torched the entire 
countryside, including the Senator's birthplace, Black Swamp Plantation, 
and his equally magnificent plantation home, Cypress Vale. Surely this 
marker was erected after the War was over. Otherwise, how could it have 
escaped being vandalized by the Senator's political foes, who swarmed 
all over the cemetery grounds, and occupied the church only about ten 
to fifteen feet from his grave? One can only wonder and speculate. 
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BOSTICK CEMETERY, NEAR GARNETT, SC 


This is a photo of the marker of Mary Ann King Lawton, the first 
wife (not our ancestress) of Senator Joseph Maner Lawton. It is situ- 
ated in the Maner/Lawton Family Plot at Bostick Cemetery, near Garnett 
= and Brighton, SC. Born 08/18/1803, Mary Ann King Lawton was not quite 
twenty-six years old when she died 07/12/1830, leaving behind at least 
five young children, whose rearing became the responsibility of Senator 
Lawton's second wife (our ancestress), Elizabeth Allen Thomson Lawton. 

The only printed source I know of that mentions Mary Ann King Law- 
ton is Chalmers Davidson's The Last Forays which records her death date 
as January 12, 1830. According to the date on her above marker, how- 
ever, she died on July 12 of that year. 
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On the previous page is a photo of the headstone of Mary Ann 
- King Lawton (1803-1830), the first wife of Senator Joseph Maner 
Lawton, Sr. (1800-1862), at Bostick Cemetery, between Garnett and 
Brighton, SC. 
_ I took the above photo of Mary Ann King Lawton's grave from 
a different angle, in order to show the unusual "mound" to which 
her headstone is affixed. I don't know the precise term to use 
to refer to this "mound," so for want of a better word to describe 
it,I am going to call it a "sepulchre." 

This "sepulchre"” is comprised of brick, with an overlay of 
mortar which of course is cracked, crumbling, and encrusted with 
ae lichens, due to its age--170 years. I don't know when this type 
of "entombment" originated or was most in use, but so far as I 
know, there are no such graves at Black Swamp, where a number of 
graves date from the same time period, and even earlier. 

To the right of Mary Ann King Lawton's grave are at least 
two other very similar "sepulchres," without any headstones. For 
years I have attempted to learn the identities of the people who 
are buried in these graves, but no Bostick Cemetery records seem 
to exist. 
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OLD UNION CEMETERY, NEAR SHIRLEY, SC 


This is a photo of the marker of Elizabeth Allen Thomson Lawton, 
the second wife (our ancestress) of Senator Joseph Maner Lawton, and 
the mother of Maner Soule Lawton. It is situated inside an attractive 
and well-maintained brick enclosure surrounding the Thomson and Williams 
Family Plot at 01d Union Cemetery. 

Not even King could ever explain why Elizabeth was buried at Union, 
rather than at Black Swamp, beside her husband Joseph and son Maner 
Soule. Perhaps it was simply one of her final wishes to lie beside her 
parents, siblings, and several of her children, who are buried within 
the same enclosure. 

The "P" in Elizabeth's last name on her marker is an error. Her 
maiden name was THOMSON, not THOMPSON. The same error occurs on the 
marker of John Boyd Mallard's mother at Black Swamp. Aunt Eila, who was 
named for her grandmother Elizabeth Thomson Lawton, apparently spelled 
her middle name with a "P," or at least that is the spelling that was 


used on her marker. 


102 





THE MARKERS OF MANER SOULE AND SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS LAWTON 
IN THE "LOWER LAWTON FAMILY PLOT" AT BLACK SWAMP CEMETERY 
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Buried in the same plot with Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton are 
the following other members of our family: Maner Soule's father, Senator 
Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. (08/27/1800-12/05/1862); two of Maner Soule and 
Addie's children who died young--Francis Joseph Lawton (08/29/1870-11/05/ 
*1885) and "Little Annie" Lawton (02/22/1885-~-12/27/1891); their daughter, 
Elizabeth Thompson ("Eila") Thompson Lawton Mallard (07/23/1874-05/06/ 
1900); and Eila's husband, Wallace Way Mallard (02/27/1864-10/29/1926). 
In addition, there is a cenotaph in this plot in memory of the youngest 
child of Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton--James King Lawton (07/03/1891- 
05/02/1972), who died in Florida, and whose remains rest there. 

Tt has always been a puzzle to me why there is no inscription on 
Maner Soule Lawton's marker. As we all know, he was something of a 
"wild card," so perhaps no one back then could think of a quotation to 
"Sum him up." Nearly a century after his death, I don't think there is 
anyone YET who can think of a way to sum him up. As far as his life was 
concerned, he "ate the whole dern cow," so I suppose that's as close as 
one can come to summarizing a man who is almost a myth in our family. 
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BLACK SWAMP CEMETERY 
THE LOWER LAWTON FAMILY PLOT 





This view of the Lower Lawton Family Plot at Black Swamp shows 
— the markers (left to right) of Addie Sams Lawton, Maner Soule Lawton, 
and Senator Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. 

In the immediate background is the Upper Maner Family Pliot, where 

_ Uncle Jim, Aunt Carrie, King, Catherine, and Adelaide Maner are buried 
In the more distant background is the Upper Lawton Family Plot, where 
Grandfather Brewton, Grandmother Marian, Uncle Walter, Aunt Ruth, Dad, 
Aunt Ella, and Little Brewton and Little Maner Soule are buried. 

As you can see, I took this photo at a time when the markers were 
due to be cleaned. Most of the time, however, they are immaculate-- 
gleaming in the sunlight and glowing in the moonlight--thanks to our 

— Cousin Lawton Maner, who constantly and meticuiously oversees the care 
and maintenance of these grounds. We all owe Lawton our heartfelt 
thanks for his devotion to this sacred final resting place, and for 
his infinite efforts to ensure that, on the sad occasions when it is 
necessary for us to gather here to pay our last respects to a loved 
one, the surroundings are beautiful, serene, and spotlessly clean. 
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BOSTICK CEMETERY, BETWEEN BRIGHTON AND GARNETT, SC 
THE MONUMENT OF ELIZA LAWTON SMITH 


Eliza Lawton Smith is the "Eliza" to whom Elizabeth Thomson Lawton 
was referring in the fourth paragraph of her November 22, 1837 letter, 
included herein, when she commented to her sister-in-law, Sarah Asena 
Lawton Flournoy, that "we are all well, except Mama and Eliza and they 
are as well as they generally are." As you will see on the pages that 
follow, Eliza's health was poor indeed, and for obvious reasons. 

Eliza Lawton was Maner Soule Lawton's aunt--a daughter of William 
Henry (1775-1827) and Catharine Maner Lawton (1777-1842), and a sister 
of Senator Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. (1800-1862). She died three years 
before Maner Soule Lawton was born, just over thirty-seven years of age. 


Eliza Lawton also was the first wife of Dr. Sidney Smith (1804- 


1856), my ancestor, though I descend from him not through Eliza, but 


by his second wife, Mariah King (1820-1856). CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE — 
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Dr. Sidney and Eliza Lawton Smith had at least nine children, 
only three of whom survived infancy: Dr. Southwood Smith, Catherine 
Arabella Smith, and Julia Smith. The six above-named infants lie in 
the same grave with their mother: Catharine, Sidney, Sarah #., an 
unnamed infant, Stanhope, and Sarah M. 

Small wonder that Eliza's health "generally" was so poor--nine 
children by the time she was thirty-seven years old, and six of those 
nine children in obviously poor health as well! And her husband was 
a doctor, for Heaven's sake! 

I included this little "digression" on Eliza in our family his- 
tory because her brief life was so sad, and because she always has 
seemed to me to be like one of those "unnoticed ripples" in our 
"family circle." Very few people have ever known whom I am talking 
about when I mention her, so I thought that Elizabeth Thomson Lawton's 
letter would be a nice and convenient way to "introduce her” to you. 
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THE MONUMENTS 0O 

MILES BREWTON SAMS, SR. AND CARO] 

(12/25/1811-01/11/1894 AND 09/0 
PARENTS OF 


DA OSWALD 
23/1898) 


SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS LAWTON 


These photos were taken in the 1980's at Oakland Cemetery in Gaffney, 
S. C. The tall "pinnacle" of Miles' monument toppled to the ground some 


years ago, and has never been replaced. 


Miles Brewton and Caroline Oswald Sams had ten children: Lewis Reeve 





Sams (1838-1892); Robert Oswald Sams (1841-1930); Emma Lavinia Sams (1843- 
1927); Marion Washington Sams (1844-1909); Anna Edings Sams (1846-1866); 
Sarah Adelaide Sams (1849-1932); Richard Henry Sams (1850-1927); Miles 


Brewton Sams, Jr. (1852-1864); Duncan Sams (1854-1932); and Caroline 


Matilda Sams (1856-1904). 
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Obi fuaries 


NOTES ON THE OBITUARIES 
THAT APPEAR ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 


When I first began my search for obituaries to include in this family 
history, my ultimate goal was to span three generations, and find at least 
one obituary for each of the following members of our family: Joseph Maner 
Lawton, Sr. and his two wives, Mary Ann King and Elizabeth Allen Thomson; 
Miles Brewton and Carrie Oswald Sams; Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton; 
and the eight children of Maner Soule and Addie--including the husbands and 
wives of their six children who married. 

Despite a number of different research efforts and approaches, and the 
assistance of two highly qualified genealogists--one in South Carolina and 
one in Georgia--I have not yet been able to find three of the obituaries 
that I was seeking: one for Francis Joseph Lawton, one for "Little Annie" 
Lawton, and one for Uncle Jim Lawton. I shall continue to search for these 
obituaries, of course, and perhaps have them available to insert in this 
family history by our next reunion. In the meantime, I am quite pleased 
with the research results on the obituaries that I was able to find. 

As far as the obituaries that appear in this family history are con- 
cerned, I am sure you will notice that they contain a number of errors, 
some more than others. As annoying as these inaccuracies are, they are 
an inevitable part of genealogy, and a source of great frustration to 
those who are attempting to "set the record straight." At a later date, 

I plan to include a corrigenda page with this section of our family his- 
tory, sn order for future generations to have access to the correct data 


on their ancestors. 
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I still am searching, but I have not yet been able to find a detaile¢ 
obituary for Mary Ann King Lawton, the first wife of Joseph Maner Lawton. 
As you well know, all records from the pre-Civil War period are extremely 
scarce, so I was quite delighted and excited to obtain the above notice 
of Mary's death, which I finally found just this week, after searching 
for it for many years. 

Even though Mary Ann King Lawton is not our ancestress, she is a very 
important part of "Our Family Circle," and I wanted to do everything that 
T could to include her in this family history, since so many members of 
our family are her descendants--among many others, our Bostick cousins. 

From a purely genealogical standpoint of accuracy, the above notice 
ot Mary's death confirms (at least to my satisfaction) what I have sus- 
pected for years: She died on July 14, 1830, as her marker at Bostick 
Cemetery indicates, rather than on January 14, 1830, as is recorded in 
The Last Foray, the only printed source I know of in which anything at 
all about her is recorded. 

Mary's death notice appeared on page 3, column 1 of the August 7, 
1830 edition of the Georgian: an old Savannah sadly she of this period. 
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REET 
A "profuse obituary" (for want of a better term) for Joseph Maner 
Lawton, Sr. appears on the next few pages, but the above brief notice 
of his death appeared on page 2, column 3 of the December 20, 1862 
edition of the Savannah Republican. The above copy is difficult to 
gwead, so a typescript of it is as follows: 


Departed this life on the 5th [of December 1862] at his residenc 
in St. Peter's parish, Beaufort District of South Carol- 
ina, Hon. Jos. Maner LAWTON, in the 62nd year of 
his age. 
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THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 
DECEMBER 18, 1862 


THE OBITUARY OF SENATOR JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 


It becomes our painful duty to record the death 
of one of the oldest and most valued members of 
the M.E. Church, South, on the Black Swamp 
Circuit, S.C. Conference. 

Joseph Maner Lawton, Senr., departed this 
life on the 5th inst., at his residence in St. Peter's 
Parish, Beaufort District. His illness was long 
and painful, and yet it was borne with the 
patience and resignation becoming a Christian. 
Nearly two weeks before his death, the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper was administered to him 
for the last time in company with several mem- 
bers of his family, and after the service was ended, 
he exclaimed, "Oh I am so grateful to God He has 
permitted me once again to enjoy this privilege." 
Previous to this time he had suffered much from 
mental depression, owing to the peculiar compli- 
cation of diseases under which he was sinking; 
but from this hour he calmly and cheerfully 
resigned himself into the hand of God, as unto 
a faithful Creator. He conversed but little on 
any subject during the last two weeks of his i1l- 
ness, beyond a continued expression of his trust 
in God, and his charity for all men. He gave 
minute directions concerning his burial, and 
after that rarely interested himself in any thing 
but the affairs of the Church, and interests of 
his friends. Any allusion to his liberality to the 
church, called forth a slight expression of impa- 
tience, and he would reply, "All that I have 
done for the Church has gone as freely as water." 
And with the interests of Zion pressing upon his 
heart, he passed away gentiy and calmly to the 
Church triumphant in heaven. 

His funeral services were held at Union, by 
his own request, and were largely attended by 
white and colored; and at the close, when the 
coffin was opened for the last time and the last 
look was taken at his pale, calm face, such an 
outburst of feeling has been rarely witnessed on 
any similar occasion. His servants pressed up the 
aisle, and even into the altar, near the dead body 
of their master, and nothing could be heard for 
a time but the sound of weeping and wailing. 

It was a most impressive scene, and will not 
easily be forgotten by those who witnessed it. 

He was born in 1800; and about thirty-nine 
years ago attached himself to the Methodist E. 
Church,:in whose communion he died. He was 
distinguished above most of his contemporaries 
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for his great liberality. The Church in all her 
departments shared largely in this. In moder- 
ate circumstances and earlysxlife, he cultivated 
the habit of giving, and with the increase of his 
wealth, he enlarged his benefactions. He sus- 
tained the Church in her educational enterprises 
and in every work of human charity. The poor 
of his neighborhood will bless his name through 
the present generation. He sought in these 
charities privacy and unostentation--and the 

of the giving was often as valuable as 
the gift itself. And the ministers of the So. Ca. 
Conference, who have successively travelled 
this circuit, will remember with grateful hearts 
his quiet and unobtrusive hospitality and gener- 
osity. He was remarkable for his love of the 

of Methodism and though no bigot, 
he was a decided Methodist. 

The Sabbath never found him absent from his 
beloved Union, if health and weather permitted. 
Then he at home, whether in the 
and prayer-meeting, love-feast, or under the 
regular ministry of the word. Quarterly and 
protracted meetings at other periods, rarely drew 
him away on the Sabbath from his own Church 


He was 


He was successful in the accumulation of wealth 
and yet it did not destroy, or prevent the plain- 
ness or simplicity of his spirit and life. He was 
unostentatious and self-distrustful to the last. 

The even purity of his life, were no 
doubt the legitimate fruits of his consistent and 
constant piety towards God; benevolence towards 
men, and self-denial towards himself. Religion 
with him was a matter of conscience and princi- 
ple, and not the offspring of feeling or impulse. 
And yet if there were but few outbursts of joy- 
ous feeling with him, there was often the exhib- 
ition of great tenderness and sensibility, as was 
evidenced by the falling tear and interested 
countenance under the animated preaching of 
the word, or the stirring songs of Zion. He 
delighted greatly in hearing many of the old 
fashioned strains of simple Methodistic music, to 


which he had been accustomed in early life. 


And in his last illness he often repeated broken 
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stanzas of these early songs. 
He loved simplicity and directness of aim and 
motion and hence greatly prized those sermons 
and men, who went straight to the heart 
and conscience--and yet he was far from rudeness 
and uncharitableness, and cultivated through 
life the courtesy and dignity of a Christian gen- 
tleman. Gentleman he was in the most exalted 
and extended sense of this much abused term. 
In all the relations of life he was a pattern of 
authority, kindness, and affection, as 
is evidenced by the reverence and affection 
which his family bear toward his memory. 
Finally--The entire community unites in the 
conviction that a vacuum has been made by his 
death in the Circuit and neighborhood, which 
Many, many years will be required to fill. "The 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, bless- 
ed be the name of the Lord." 


"Thus star by star declines 

Till all are passed way, 
As morning high and higher shines 

To pure and perfect day; 
Nor sink these stars in empty night 

But hide themselves in Heaven's own light.” 


As you can see, the copy of the original of this obituary is very 
blurred throughout, and completely illegible in one ten-line paragraph. 
Even so, we are most fortunate to have available what I have managed to 
"retrieve" on the previous pages. In time, we may be able to retrieve 
the missing portions of this obituary, but for now what appears herein 
must suffice. 

In reading Joseph Maner Lawton's obituary, you will notice that it 
is completely lacking in genealogical information--his parents, wife, 
children, siblings, etc. This was a common practice in his time, how- 
ever--to expound on the "piety" of a deceased person, rather than on 
his kith and kin. In this regard, our ancestor's obituary epitomizes 
that trend, for he most certainly and definitely and assuredly and 
obviously was pious--and he also must have been a most gentle and gener- 
ous and interesting man, even though we do not have even one photograph 
of him with the faintest smile on his face. 

As for the poetic stanza that concludes Joseph's obituary, I have 
attempted in vain, so far, to locate the source. I have read it many 
times in my life, but just now I can't recall just where. Perhaps by 
the time I do the next update of our family history, my memory will 
serve me better. 
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THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 


OCTOBER 11, 1894 
THE OBITUARY OF 
ELIZABETH ALLEN THOMSON LAWTON 


OBITUARIES. 
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ton was the eee. of Mr,. and Mrs. ; 
Benjamin Thomson. She was porn { 
March 4, 1810, and died July 26, 1894. } 
In early life she jotned the Methodist / 
Chureb. And with her, this act meant | 
& great deal. She: maintained “the | 
faith” unto . the end, dying” In~ great 
peace and with perfect resignation to | 
her Father's will. In 1830 ‘she became | 
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in 1862,"went to heaven. “Sister “Law- | 
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B ittons + tempo 
affect. her spiritual. condition..| 
In the loss:of property: nd. hs ably 
to do as ‘she once did, whe 8 ‘never | 
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Church and to God ,was visible to: all..; 
She has left to her generation, a. ‘legacy.| 
far more valuable than ‘gold Jor silver j 
or prectous stones—that of -a beautiful, | 
quiet Christian life. Indeed.zis -her lite! 
worthy of imitation by-. all ‘who loved; 
her. ae eRe LL. BF 















After years of searching for an 
obituary for Elizabeth Allen Thomso: 
Lawton, I was thrilled to find this 
copy just last week--Feb: 25, 2000. 

Unlike her husband's obituary 
on the previous pages, which has no 
genealogical information at all, a 
number of specific details appear 
in this obituary for Elizabeth-- 
although the 1830 date of marriage 
to Senator Lawton is an error. The 
correct date is May 5, 1831. 

It is not unusual in an obitu- 
ary of this time for the names of 
a person's children and other famil 
members not to be included, but it 
is unusual in this obituary that 
Elizabeth's place of burial was not 
reported. As you know, her grave 
is at Old Union Cemetery, close to 
Shirley, SC. 

Even though the Civil War did 
jmpoverish Elizabeth and result in 
her having to live in the hovel of 
one of her former slaves, she quite 
obviously was a "noble survivor," 
and somehow managed to prevail. 

The last thirty years of her life 


indeed must have been a struggle. 


THE FOLLOWING OBITUARY FOR MILES BREWTON SAMS APPEARED IN THE GAFFNEY 
LEDGER, PROBABLY IN JANUARY OR FEBRUARY OF 1894, SHORTLY AFTER HIS DEATH 
ON JANUARY 11 OF THAT YEAR. I APOLOGIZE FOR NOT HAVING THE EXACT DATE 

THAT THIS OBITUARY WAS PRINTED, BUT THAT WILL BE A CORRECTION/ADDITION 
IN THE "FOOTNOTE SECTION" OF THIS FAMILY HISTORY. 


BECAUSE THE ORIGINAL COPY OF THIS OBITUARY APPEARED IN SUCH SMALL PRINT, 
I ENLARGED IT IN AN ATTEMPT TO MAKE IT MORE LEGIBLE. UNFORTUNATELY, MY 
EFFORTS WERE NOT COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUL, RESULTING ONLY IN A LARGER, BUT 
MORE BLURRED SIZED PRINT. BESIDE THE ORIGINAL OBITUARY, I THEREFORE AM 
PROVIDING A TYPED VERSION, FOR THOSE OF YOU WHOSE EYES ARE AS BAD AS MY 
EYES ARE. (AND BY THE WAY, I DO NOT KNOW WHO THE "FRIEND" AND AUTHOR OF 





THIS OBITUARY WAS, BUT HE OR SHE OBVIOUSLY WAS A SWEET AND SENSITIVE 


PERSON. ) 


THE GAFFNEY LEDGER OBITUARY OF 
MILES BREWTON SAMS, HUSBAND OF 
CAROLINE MATILDA OSWALD SAMS, 
THESE THE PARENTS OF ADELAIDE 
SAMS LAWTON, OUR ANCESTRESS 
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Miles Brewton Sams, born in 
Beaufort, S. C. December 25, 1811, 
died in Gaffney, January 11, 1894. 
Our loved and honored friend fell 
asleep in Jesus so gently that 
sorrowing hearts only whispered 
gone! Hard was it to realize that 
the willing spirit had taken its 
flight, passed from the clasp of 
mourning friends to a royal wel- 
come in the Father's home. The 
dear old gentleman's life was 
crowned with kindly deeds, unself- 
ish outpouring of heart and hand. 
He was a South Carolinian of the 
ancient type: so court-like, 
polished and truly refined that in 
daily contact with him one was 
reminded of the cavaliers of chiv- 
alrous times. Even in his last 
moments he struggled to allow 
friends kind recognition and re- 
turn thanks for tender ministra- 
tions. Noble and pure in char- 
acter, true and lofty in heart, 
he was humble in self-esteem, 
retiring, and modest in dispo- 
sition. The Throes of Grace wit- 
nessed the fervor of his midnight 
prayers, and the Bible was his 
companion esteemed and honored as 
a message to be reverenced and 
implicitly obeyed. If devotion 
and sweet attentions could have 
detained the loved one longer, 
verily the span of life Would 
surely have lengthened. Our 
venerated friend has left a widow, 
sons and daughters, grandchildren, 
and a host of friends whose lives 
will ever be fragrant with the 
memories of the departed, he for 
whom we mourn, but while we weep 
"angels wonder, one and all, how 
our tears can ever fall." 

A Friend 


THE FOLLOWING ARE TWO OBITUARIES FOR CAROLINE MATILDA (OSWALD) SAMS, THE 


LONGER ONE FROM THE JULY 28, 


SHORTER ONE FROM THE AUGUST 


Thus far, I have not 
been able to learn why 
Carrie Oswald Sams had 
been "an invalid for 
years," but in any day 
and time she lived a 
long and remarkable 
life. 

According to this 
obituary, she and Miles 
Brewton Sams were wed 
in 1839, but this is an 
error. They were wed 
on May 18, 1837. 

Carrie Sams' eight 
surviving children were 
as follows: Robert Os- 
wald Sams, Emily Lavinia 
Sams, Marion Washington 
Sams, Anna Edings Sams, 
Sarah Adelaide Lawton 
Sams, Richard Henry Sams, 
Duncan Sams, and Caroline 
Matilda Sams. 

Two of Carrie Sams' ten 
children predeceased her: 
Miles Brewton Sams, Jr. 
died 05/29/1864 at the 
age of 11, and Lewis Reeve 
Sams died 05/05/1892 at 
the age of 53. 

As far as our family 
connections (and this 
family history) are con- 
cerned, Carrie's surviving 
grandchildren--the child- 
ren of Adelaide Sams and 
Maner Soule Lawton--were 
as follows: Carrie Lawton 
Maner, Eila Lawton Mallard, 


Brewton Sams Lawton, Thomas Oregon Lawton, Ss 
Robert Oswald Lawton, and James King Lawton. 

Two of Carrie Sams' grandchildren by her 
daughter Adelaide Sams Lawton predeceased 
her. Francis Joseph Lawton died 11/05/1885 
at the age of 15, and "Little Annie" Lawton 
died 12/27/1891 at the age of 5. 

Carrie Sams and her family undoubtedly 
would have lived the rest of their lives in 
Beaufort, SC, had it not been for the Civil 
War, which forced them to flee to the Up- 
country, abandoning their Lowcountry home aa : i 

On the bright side, however, "The serpy moan her de : 


forever. 


1898 EDITION OF THE GAFFNEY LEDGER, AND THE 
18, 1898 EDITION OF THE BAPTIST COURIER. 
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“Miss Oswald, 
She wag born fn Reuufort nearly | 
aeventy-nino yeursy nyo. In 1839 she 
married Miles 2. Sums, of Bunufort. 
They made thut pinco thele home 
untilthe fate of wae drove them from 
the coast to the tnterlor of tha Stata. 
Tou children were sent to bless this 
union, vight of whom survive, Lrof. 
R.U. Sama, of this city, being the 
eldese. 

Lewls BR. Suma, tho clduss child, 
died at this pluce Muy th, 1802. 
His remains were [atered at Lime- 
stono cemetery. Miles 13. Sarma, 
tho husband, died Januury Lith 1894, 


was drawing'to s ¢lose and the shades || aged 82 nnd hia body was luld to rest 
on the sumo plot, apace being left bu- 


oL-arening. Ragan retalleshe alte ae tween the two aulllcient for nuother 
apprised of the sad Intelllgence Of] peuve, And now, the wife and 
the demise of Mrs, Curoting Af. Sams, || mother hug zono to meet her depurted 
mother of “Prof. R. ©. Sams, and || loved ones and at herown request her 


widew of the lata Miles 2. Sams. j| Pody repowes between those of hus. 
Tv bre & 8 doud bani and son thore to remain until 
he newa thnt Atra. Sams waa dead |! 1,9 resurrection morn. 


spred quickly aod all who had knuwn The funeral servicey were conduct- 
her wera truly sorry. Mrs. Sutns, || ed from the cottage on Victoria aven- 


had been an Invilid for years, but had || te Monday afternoon at 5:30 o'clock 

‘ by Rev. B. P. Robertson, of the First 
been ablo tv be about the house and Baptist Church, ‘There was a large 
ougago, as wus hor wont, In her|! concourso of friends and relatives 
domestic duties. Saturday afternoan |! present to pay their respects to thu 
sho arose to take hor accustomed || departed. The pnll bourers wore 


Ik but bad tuken onl fow steps || Messrs. FG. Stacy, R. R. Wilkins, 
eee she (oll, Losing siaila, HIG 2. A. Thomas. J. T. Rogers, A. C. 
7 7 8 : Pridmore, C.T. Prieo, L. G.. Byars 


had tonderly ministered to her wants || and Ed, DeCamp’ 
for yenra, succeeded In placing her 
on hercouch. Messengers were dis- 
patched after physicians, but {t was 
In yain that they attempts: to re- 
lieve her. The end was as quict and 
peuceCul as bud been her (aultless 
Ife, Soon tbe peace angel hovered 
vyerand tho spiclé was walled buck 
to the Gad who gava 't. 








t Galloway's Sud. 





“Denise. 
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. nay siternoon asthe day! 

















ce Gaffney News. ~ 

MRS. CAROLINE ML SAMS, 
Nee Caroline M. Oswald, of this city, 
died July 23, 1588. She was born ac 
Beaufort. South Carolina.” Sept. 8, 1819. | 


= he 5 hlesssy 4 





‘long life of seventy-nine vears. She was 
married to Miles B. Sums. of Beaufort, 
-S-G.,AMary 18, 1837. Teu children. six 
toys and four girls, are the frnit of this 
union. Eight of these survive the! 
4 _R. O. Sams. of this city, ' 
is the eldest. When the Forts Beaure- 
gard and Ripler, guarding the entrance: 
to'Port Royal, fell in 1861, chis family. 
with the other citizens of Beaufort, be-. 
came volantarr exiles from their homes. ! 
“At-the ‘clos’ of the war they found! 
themselves citizens of Barnwell counsy. ; 
Tl health induced the subject of this: 
‘sketch to seek a temporary home in 
the Piedmont belt of the State, firss at ‘ 
id burg in 1$79, and then at Garf-! 
-ney in 1881. Here she lived m quiet, - 
“‘umostentatious life among 2 large circle: 
vof.friends:—- Mrs:.. Sams, becamé a Chris! 
‘tian early im life and was always loyal: 
ito her Master” .Her. pastor and “church ! 
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War" is what brought Sarah Adelaide Sams and 
Maner Soule Lawton--and therefore all of us-- 


together, so that's our "Happy Beginning." 
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S.A. Lawton, aged 84, 
years, Widow of the 
Soule Lawton, died Sunday morning, 


Mrs, 
cne-half 


and 
lace! 


November 6, at S o'clock as the re-. 
sult of a stroke’ suffered ‘the night. 
before, from. which she never rallied. 

She leaves the following children 
and grandchildren: Mrs. C. L. Maner, 
cf Garnett, with whom she made her 
home; B. S. and T. 0. Lawton, of: 
Lawton, of Garnett; Rev. R. O. Law- 
ton, of Columbia college,; Columbia, 
fcurteen grandchildren, and a great 
grandchild, and one sister, the de- 
ceased lost her last surviving broth- 
er, Duncan Sams, of Allendale, ‘in 
September of this year. 

Mrs, Lawton in all the relations 
of life, as mother and sister, was al- 
wey3 governed by the principles of 

er 





~~ 


duty and love exemplifying in her. 
life and death, the purity and 
rength of -her character, \and: “her 
shiding faith in her: blessed Master. 
Mrs. Lawton: “was. buried.at Black 
Swa warp cemetery. on. “Tuesday, |, 
vember 8. "at 11 o'clock $ 


No- [ 
=: 7 * e804 oes, 
RIN 


(born 





ling was Anna Edings Sams 
Thomas Barrett Hagood. Addie's 
her obituary are as follows: 
Adelaide Maner; 
Lawton'’s five children, Walter, 


Tommy Lawton's three children, 


and Bob Lawton's three children, 


Carrie Maner's two children, 
Eila Mallard's only child, John Boyd Mallard; 
Adelaide, 


Jim, 


SARAH ADELAIDE SAMS LAWTON'S 11/08/1932 


OBITUARY FROM THE HAMPTON CO. GUARDIAN 


Unlike the obituary of Maner Soule 
Lawton, which appeared inconspicuously 
on page 5 of the Savannah Morning News, 
this obituary for Sarah Adelaide Sams 
Lawton appeared on the front page of 
the Wednesday, 11/08/1932 edition of 
the Hampton County Guardian, two days 
after her death. 

As always is the case with these 
old obituaries, there are errors and 
omissions, and this one is no exception. 
For some reason, the name of James King 
Lawton (Uncle Jim), the youngest child 
of Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton, 
was omitted in this obituary. 

Addie Sams Lawton outlived eight 
of her nine siblings--six brothers and 


two sisters. Her sole surviving sib- 


died 03/07/1940), the wife of 


oO 


/29/1846, 


"fourteen grandchildren" referred to in 


King and 
Brewton 


Ella, Paul, and Manny Lawton; 


Virginia, and Tommy Lawton, Jr.; 


Mary Buck, Caroline, and Bob Lawton, Jr. 


Finally, Addie Sams Lawton was survived by two great-grandchildren, not 


one, as her obituary indicates: Eila and John Boyd Mallard, Jr., 


the children of her first grandchild, 





these 


John Boyd Mallard, Sr. 





MANER SOULE LAWTON'S 09/29/1907 OBITUARY 


Despite years of searching through old 





South Carolina and Georgia newspapers for a 





detailed obituary for Maner Soule Lawton, 


i 
i John Jseoeb Ettei. 
| Mr, John Jucob Et tal, ags 47 eget 


: dio%-at hia home In Pooler at) 43 
i clock yeuterday ; afternoon o of inate 
1 





this very succinct obituary from the Sept. 
{mven ~ 

Merv Eltal leaves x-wifa-and -seven 29, 1907 edition of the Savannah Morning 
children thn oldest of which ty U7. ls oe Sse, 


Was 8 membdsar of t Tallaw ' ' . 
BS Ne eee ce News (page 5) is the only notice of his 





the Woodmen of tha World and the | 
Typographical Union Wa cama to Na- 
Tarren 








j whan he eet to the Savana Press 
where he was employed antlf his faath, ! 
Tle was familtartly— known -—atc—Jake- Fi 
Eltal and had many friends. small and yellowed with age, I enlarged 
; Mr. Eltel -was superintendent of 

THAley cron ean | 


i 
| 
ee ragtanapolin, ta 784 ant | death that I have been able to find so far. 


Because the original obituary was so 






leaves four brothers and one slater in and "lightened" it to make it easier to 
Indianapolis. The funeral arrange. 
ments will not be announced unt!! hia 


relatives in the North are heard from,! read. Still, it is barely legible, so a 





‘ 


“Mere. Gerdomn Harvey, 
drs. L. Gordon Harvey diad this 
morning @t 2:15 o'clock. - 

Mrs Harvey, before, her marriage to 
Mr. Harvey:on Jun. 21, 1908, waa Miss 
Hmmae Bell Willams of Mt. Olive, N. 
C, She had mada many friends dur 
ing her. brief wedded Nfle, which” Way 
-spentIn- this city, A - 
“~Besldea her_ hosband, Mra. Harvey 
‘leaves “4 father, Mr. G, We Willams; 
| two. brothers,” Mr. George .Willlame” at 
MES: Olive:Jand: Mire; RSM. CWP iains: 
“at Porids ‘and a" states, Mra, Harvey 
“Ed wards. 0: Soow: ‘HOLNS Cu +i 
fant deed: dleven days gleo-mu 


ager See ener, 6” 
a Me '. Ladjien,. Brighten a. 
Me Meigs Lawton 
tC Mies? at, bts. bome:y 





transcript of it is as follows: 







M. S. Lawton, Brighton, S. C. 






Mr. M. S. Lawton, of Brighton, S. 
C., died at his home yesterday morn- 
ing. He is well known in Savannah, 
having relatives here. 

Mr. Lawton was 59 years old. He is 
survived by Mrs. Lawton, three sons 
and one daughter. The funeral ser- 
vices will take place in Brighton at 
4:30 o'clock this afternoon. 
























As is so often the case with these 


old obituaries, Maner Soule Lawton's is 





cise wa 


Sas oe neve 





not completely accurate,as far as his 


survivors are concerned. At the time of his death, he was survived by 


four sons and one daughter: Brewton, Thomas, Robert, James, and Caroline. 


One son and two daughters pre-deceased him: Frankie, Eila, and Annie. 
In addition, Maner Soule Lawton was survived by three grandchildren: 


King and Adelaide Maner, and John Boyd Mallard. 
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ee 
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Lams, wo Ry 


will “YTiake 
“count: of” 


_Lawton of Br 


1897 she’ married Nir. 


“the time-of- her-death.. edlateietes 





OBITUARTES FOR AUNT EILA LAWTON MALLARD 
AND HER HUSBAND, WALLACE WAY MALLARD 








FUNERAL INVITATIONS. ~--- 


MALULUARD—The relatives and friends 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace-W.-Mallard aré 


{nvited to attend the funeral of the lat- 


ter from their residence 612 Drayton 


street, at 12 m. to- da Interment at Black 


Pes apy cs Crt a= Ta 





The above FUNERAL INVITATION for 
Aunt Eila appeared on page 2 of the 


May 7, 1900 edition of the Savannah 
Morning News, the same day that her 


obituary appeared. 


i wet t 
LARD’S FUNERAL, ; 








Place From Her Home 





—A+-Noon-To-day.- 
Wallace Wr Mallard, 2 
“whose death -early - yesterday 
morning appeared in, the Morning News, 
wwas the daughter of Afr. and Mrs. M.S. 
S.C. Her childhood 





Mrs. 


Iehton, 
was spent in that 





charming personality, In 
Wallace W. Mallard 
of this city and she had HMved here up to 


tue3 and her 





Although modest and unassuming, 
was Known to her friends as a woman of 
unusual {ntelllgence and great force of 
eharacter.. The announcement of her. 


 ARETR™ “erage eea patie: “RRCTEST Tage by | 


rer friends both hera and in South Cero. 
lina, . Tt 


“="Besides her husband and-ar-infantof- ten- 


months, she leaves a father, mother, sister, 
and four. brothers. . Mer funeral will take 


-place to-day. at 12 o'closk from her late | 


_ 


-realdence No, 613 Draytom street, 
tee 
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cultured” éémmuntty + 
where she {s stlll remembered for her vite) 


she | 





| 








WALLACE MALLARD 
TO BE BURIED MONDAY 


Funeral Will, Occur in 
Walthourville 
Funeral services for Wallace WW. 


Mallard will be hald at 8:45 o'clock 
from the residence 630 Forty-first 
Street east Monday morning. Dr. 
Neal L. Anderson, D. D... pastor 
of the Independent Presbyterian 
church, will conduct the. services 
and at 2:30 o'clock the body will ba 
Sent by h{enderson Br others, who 
arse in charge, to Walthoursvilila, 
S. C., where interment willl take 
Place. The arrival at Walthours- 
ville wlll be at noon and a second 
service will be hald thare. Rav. 
DF? Andeesou will conduct the serv- 
{ceg thera also. 





The above obituary for Wallace 
Way Mallard, Aunt Eila's husband, 
appeared on page 12-C of the Oct. 
31, 1926 edition of the Savannah 
Morning News. I still am hoping 
to find a more detailed obituary 
for him in a Walthourville paper 
of this time. 

The obituary (left) for Aunt 
Eila appeared on page 8 of the 
May 7, 1900 edition of the Sav. 
Morning News. I looked for an 
obituary for her in the State, 
but without success. 


OBITUARIES FOR 


JAMES KING MANER, SR. (1852-1911) 
AND CAROLINE LAWTON MANER (1872-1966) 













 Jarhes “Kk: “Manet. 
Special | ‘to. The Stdtes ort 3 a 
|. -Savannah, Gav Apri: 413ames.K"| 
“‘Maner | of: Brighton died early this 
‘morning | tia ‘sanitarium , here, after 
x longiliness. “He was. ‘Swell “knowy. 
‘here-and-was-well-.to- dos -te-leaves, 
‘3:3 wits. “and two- ohildren,* soy e. funeral 
will Be ‘témorrow at Garn om 


ie 


Ce A ae ‘Saearmniren Soacet wa ieeiaain wastes Paves 

















O Nefetae ant 





The above obituary for Uncle Jimmy 
Maner appeared on page 3 of the April 
12, 1911 edition of the State. I still 





am searching for an obituary for him in 
the Hampton County Guardian, but so far 
I have been unable to find one. 

The obituary below for Uncle Jimmy 
Maner appeared on page 5, column 3 of 
the Savannah Morning News, Obituaries 
for this period are notoriously brief, 
so that is why one keeps on searching 
for additional records and information. 

The obituary for Aunt Carrie Lawton 
Maner appeared in the January 19, 1966 
edition of the Hampton County Guardian. 
Again, I still am searching for obitu- 
aries for her in other sources, but I 
have been able to find nothing further 
as of March 24, 2000. 











Sn ay re JAmMeA: OKT Mainers ea | 


“The remains of James K. Maner. of 
‘Brighton._S_C... who died at: minis 
at-the Oglethorpe ‘Sanitarium, were 
itaken to Garnett, S. C., ~ yesterday 
morning at 11 o’clock in-care of Box & 
Teeks. Mr. Maner, who had been In 
{ll: health for, ome time, camé. to Sax | 
vannah several: ‘weeks ago for treat- 
iment. He was-58 years of "age and is 
‘survived by. High wife and: two: children. 
He, also” leaves ~ ‘several “brothers: and 
sistérs. tas eine eee ee eS Snnee 
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MRS, CAROLINE MANER 


Funeral--services for Mrs. _ 


Caroline on Maner of 
Gamett, were held at 3 p.m. 


Swamp Cemetery’ near Gar- 
nett with the Rev. C. E. 
Turner officiating. 
Pallbearers were Marion 
R. Lawton, Paul S. Lawton, 
Stiles M. -Harper, John Boyd 
Mallard, John King Garnett, 
Col, Thomas O. Lawton Jr. , 
and Dr. Robert O. Lawton Jr. 
Mrs.: Maner was born in 
Hampton County, April 13, 
1872, a datighter of the late 
Maner Soule and Adelaide 
Sams Lawton. She was the 


+ | -Sunday;Jan—16—from-Black— 


stadia 


hee Eg ape Patent 


widow of the late James King . 


Maner. 

Surviving are: one son, 
James King Maner of Garnett; 
one daughter, Miss Adelaide 
‘Sams Maner of Tallahassee, 
Fla.; two brothers , Thomas 
©. Lawton of Bluffton, and 
Col,J.K.Lawtonof Tallahas- 


see, Fla.; and three grand - | 


children. 


oF 





OBITUARIES FOR 
THOMAS OREGON LAWTON, SR. (1880-1967) 
AND NANNINE WHITE LAWTON (1885-1957) 





Thomas O. Lawton - ok Mr, Nannine Lawton 


[ ft-ao- - Blaffton, -S. C.- 
= ; ESTILL, S.C—Thomas 0.: i 

1s ‘ BLUFFTON, S..C., May 2—Mrs 

“1901 Clemson eterna egies Sa-] | Nannine® Guerard White Lawton 

A native of Cae omer 12, wife -of<Thomas O. Lawtoa 

“Grad, i “Dies — /Was a 1921 graduate of Clemson died: opreianmas ae ene a 


: : last hts: 
_ESTILL..— Thomas 0. tay. | University and its -oldest alum- Faneral: “services. will eon 
a os ~" uffte se nus at the time of his death. He dustedar graveside. in th Lawton 
ee pea eel and his late wife, Mrs, Nannine ville. Cemetery: Friday eine a 
; /__ Funeral services will be: held Juerard White, formerly of Sa- 11 -o’clock. with “the Rev. Johr 
= vannah, moved to Bluffton after| iHowia” and the Rev. J. T. Sander: 
ieee be his retirement from the New 


York L officiating, The - funeral earte gi 
“et, fon of the Tate Tate Maner Soul a ecules Co. as will leave the home in Blufftor 
and-Adélaide Sams on. He ‘ors include a son, Col, at 9:30 a.m. Friday.. 
Gomer Thomas 0. Lawton Jr., of Tach- _ Mrs.:.Lawten was born. fa ‘Sa 
~oldesr graduates” a the tithe of ikawa, Air Force Base, Tokyo,| |vannah, September 27, 1885, the 
his: _. |Japan; a daughter, Mrs. Stiles) | daughter, of the- late Steele McAl 
. M. Harper of Estill: a brother, |lister and Virginia Barnard Pritch 
» |Col. James K. Lawton of Talla- ard q@aite._ wa ; 
nassee, Fla., 12 grandchildren|' t.. Serviving besides her’ ‘husbant 
and a great-granddaughter. is one son,” Gol ‘Thomas ©, Law. 
1 Peeples Funeral Service of| |tomicJry. of’ Dayton, - Ohio; ons 
SaaS —a ~¢ | Hampton is in charge. | |ddaghter, Mrz: ‘Stiles: M.- Harpe 
@..9 a | of.~ Estill; one: daughter-in-law 
eee ces a Jt, Sirs: James M.. Alton cae Soperton, 
two sisters, Mre- i "P. Saffold anc 
{ Mrs.” T.. B. Floyd, “poth of Savan: 









































~ Spat; one ca re MS. Stiles 
i Harper,.-Estill;- ‘a. daughter- 

Me ames Mani Lae [oah;, twelve | -grandchildren.. 

Col. James_K. “Lawton ~ Talla< 

oe °Flas;" 12" grandchildren 

- and: one- ‘great. granddaughter: 





The above-left obituary for Uncle Tommy SHIRLEY 
Lawton appeared on page 16-A of the May 14, Mrs. E. J. McKenzie, Cor. 
1967 edition of the State. The obituary for We regret very much the 
him in the middle of this page appeared on passing of Mrs. T. O. Lawton at 


Savannah Morning News. Ist. A th di the 

The above-right obituary for Aunt Nannine Sr meng eee atten Nee 
Lawton appeared on page 2-C of the May 3, 1957 funeral of Mrs: Lawton from 
edition of the Savannah Morning News. The here were Mrs. Edward McKen- 
small, lower-right notice of her death was in |zie, Miss Ruby Richardson, Mr. 
the May 8, 1957 edition of the Hampton County Jand Mrs. J. E. McKenzie, Sr, 
Guardian, but I was unable to find anything Mr. and Mrs. J. E. McKenzie, 
more detailed than this. Jr. Mrs. 








Lawton lived a good 
part of her life here. 
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OBITUARIES FOR 
BREWTON SAMS LAWTON (1878-1939), 
MARIAN SMITH LAWTON (1883-1973), AND 
LITTLE MANER SOULE LAWTON (1914-1915) 








Mr. Lawton. 


— ee 


[Passes 


Garnett = 


Browtén Ls. Lawton, ean 

bees Marion D. Lawton of Gar- 
| nett, pasned away at his home at 
; 1:80 o'clock Tuesday morning, Oc- 
tober it ‘following a brief Uiness. 
Mr. Lawton, an outstanding farmer 
— citizért-of-the- county -of Hamp--. 
ton, had wide family connectiona 
througheut this section. He was a 
member of a family long promin- 
ent. in South:. Carolina. H2 Was @ 
son.. of Joseph -Lawton and ‘Adelaide- 
“Sama Lawton. | 
-~ Funeral - services - were “held at” 
12:00 o'clock “Wednesday morning, 
Cctober 18 at historic old Black 
Swamp Methodist church, Inter- 
i ment was in the churchyard ceme- 
tery. The Rev. J. G. Ferguson of 
“Estill, pastor of the church per- 
formed the last rites. 












children, Misses Ella and Adelaid 
| Lawton, Garnett; Paul Lawton 
-principal of the Wampton high 
school, Hampton; Walter Lawton, 
Orangeburg; and Marion Lawton, 
Clemson College; one sister, Mrs. 
J... K. Maner, Garnett; and_three_ 
‘brothers, Thomas Co. Lawton. “Gare 
yuett: R. 0. ~~ Lawton, “Greenville; 
and J. kK. Lawton, Tallahassee, 


Florida. 


i 
{ 


Surviving are the widow , : 


is. iivice was a sceuiber i 


i, ‘Forsyth Methodist Church. 


: Survivors are a sister,-Mrs. 
WR Richardson, ‘Sr.,-Colum- 
bia: two 500s, Paul S. of Gar- 
nett and “Marion R. of Estill; - 
two daughters, Mrs. Adelaide 


, L. Brown apd Mrs. Ella L. 
‘Hooks of Forsyth, Ga.; three 





; Graveside wacvices. wer 


“ held Wednesday, Ul a.m., a 


‘Black Swamp Cemetery." Th: 

Jamily suggests that anyon 
desiring to do so may mak: 
memoriais- to Biack Swam) 
Cemetery, c/o Mrs. £.C. Wig 
gins, Garnett, or to Patric: 
Henry Academy, Estill. 


Grandfather Lawton's obituary appeareé 
on the front page of the October 18, 193¢ 
edition of the Hampton County Guardian. 

Grandmother Lawton's obituary appearec 


in the September 19, 


1973 edition of the 


Hampton County Guardian. 
Little Maner Soule Lawton's obituary 


appeared in the March 
the Hampton County Guardian. 


17, 1915 edition of 
He was just 


ten and a half months old--born on April 


20, 1914. 


I have not yet been able to locate an 
obituary for Little Brewton Sams Lawton, 
Jc., Grandfather and Grandmother Lawton's 


other child who died in infancy. 


born on May 5, 1911, 


He was 
and died on July 19, 


1911--just two and a half months old. 


On Friday morning, March 14, 1915, we laid tc 
rest in Black Swamp cemetery the remains of little 


Maner Soul, child of Mr 


. and Mrs. B. S. Lawton 


The beautiful flowers cover his little grave, em 
blems of the fact that the precious little one shal 
live again. “I take these little lambs said He, anc 


fold them to my breast.” 
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GREENWOOD — Dr. Robert 
‘Oswald Lawton, 83, retired Me 
;thodist-“Mintster; teacher and 
| writer, died Wednesday in Self 
Memorial Hospital. 

Though an-invalid for many 
years, he wrote ‘a weekly 

“'sermonette” for” the Index- 
Journal and also wrote for other: 
newspapers and religious peri- 
odicals. He was a professor at 
Lander College from 1914 to 





T Methodist institution, and for 
a time was acting president and 
also dean of the college. After 
retirement because of ill health 
in. 1936, Dr. and Mrs. Lawton 
returned.:..to Greenwood and 
have lived here since then. 
Dr.. Lawton was born ‘at Gar- 
nett, a son of the late Maner 
Coule and Adelaide Sams Law- 
ton. He attended Carlisle Fit- 
\ting School, Clemson College, 





versity and was.graduated trom 
Wofford College in 1904. He re- 
ceived the honorary doctor o of 
literature degree from Woffor 
in 1931. 

He was liscensed to preach | 
in.1904 and was in California, 
Arizonia and North Carolina be- 


The above obituary 


appeared on page 4 of 


Journal on April 8, 1965. 


‘Lawton, E: President, — 
Lander College, Dies 


| 1928,_ when. th the. college was _.ai_ Surviving ara. his..wife, Mrs./ 


Trinity College; now Duke ron| Street Methodist Church with 


fore.coming to the South Caro- 
lina Methodist Conference in 

s-pastor-of-churches+ 
in. Carlisle and. North. Augusta: 


lege faculty. From Lander he 
went to Columbia -Cdllege,-.and, 
from 1934 to 1936 was editor of 
the South Carolina Methodist. 
“Advocaté:—He --was__author_of 
several books, among them, 
“The Greatest of These’ and 
“The Making of a Home.” 


Ano Simpson Lawton; one son, 
Dr. R. O. Lawton Jr. of Florida 
State University faculty; two 
daughters, Mrs. Robert H. 
Hodges, Columbia, and Mrs. 
John S. Kilgo, Darlington; one, 
sister, Mrs. J..K. Maner, Tall- 
ahassee,-Fla:, and-two-brothers, 
Thomas ©. Lawton, “Bluffton, 
and J. K: Lawtoi, Tallahassee.” 

Funeral services will be at 
3:30 p.m. Thursday at Main. 


burial ~in Greenwood Memorial 
Gardens. 

‘The body is at Blyth Funeral 
Home. 

Thefamily requests that any 
memorials be made to Main 
Street _Methodist Church. schoz 
larship Fund. 








for Uncle Bob Lawton 
the Greenwood Index- 


The lower-right 


obituary appeared on page 8-D of the State 


on the same day. 


The above+right obituary for Aunt Annie 


Lawton appeared on page 4-A of the State 


on July 4, 1988. 
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before joining the Lander Col-| 


Mrs. Anne 8. Lawten. 
former Lander trusiee_ 
_SdDARLINGTON _ 
Mrs. Anne. Simpson Lawton, 95, for- 


‘erly of Greenwood, widow of the Rev. 
Dr. Robert ‘Oswald Lawton, died 
Saturda 


y: 
Born in Spartanburg County, she was a 
fictaee euaton of Cascice College Gat a 
church and civic leader. She was a former 
teacher of the Lawton Bible Class at Main 
Street United Methodist: Church in 


Greenwood. 

Surviving are daughters, Mrs. Rebert 
(Mary) Hodges of Columbia and Mrs. John 
(Caroline) Kilgo of Darlington. 

Services will be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday 
. ‘Main Street United Methodist Church 

Greenwood, with burial in Greenwood 





~"Memor on Gardens. 


The family will-receive friends at 134 
N. Ervin St., Darlington. 

There will be a viewing at the church 
one - hour befcre services. 

Memorials. may: be made to the Law- 


—ton-Hodgés-Memorial_Scholarship. Fund,— 


e/o.Columbia College. 
_ Kistler Funeral Home is in charge. 


Dr. R. O. Lawton 


The vigorous. mind. and indomita- 
_ble spirit of Dr. R. QO. Lawton never 
“flagged in the face of physical frail- 
ties that kept him bedridden for 


"many years. He simply rose above _ 


that handicap and fed his lively in- 
terest in people and the .world 
around him through voluminous 
reading. and -conversations with -his 


"friends: .. 


He brought the scholar’s wide 
grasp of the classics, the preacher's 
deep knowledge of the Bible, the 
understanding of the teacher and 
sure word grasp of the author to a 
career that. varied from pulpit to 
editor’s chair to college classroom 
and administrative posts. 

As author of the weekly Ser- 
monette published for many years 
in The Index-Journal’-and through 





“letters and articles on special oc- 


casions he-never failed to speak his 
convictions and stand against those 
things he felt were evil. 

__Dr._Lawton_was a good and wise 


- man and--his--influence will be 
—missed_particularly in-this commu-~ 


nity. 


1820~1920 Census Reports 
On Our Family 


COMMENTS ON THE VARIOUS CENSUS REPORTS (1820-1920) 
THAT APPEAR ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 


Born in 1848, the last child of Joseph Maner and Elizabeth Thomson 
Lawton, Maner Soule Lawton of course had not yet "arrived" when the 1820, 
1830, and 1840 census reports that appear on the next several pages were 
taken. I am including copies of them anyway, however, simply for the 
sake of "completeness" of his (and our) "Family Circle." The more we 
Know and understand about our ancestors, the better we are able to appre- 
ciate them in their rich, "multifarious entirety." Maner Soule displayed 
in a picture on a shelf tells us merely a fraction about Maner Soule the 
person who lived and breathed~-and was "character," by all accounts. 

Even though census reports invariably are dry and dull, and often 
very difficult to read and interpret as well, they never the less provide 
a wealth of useful and interesting information about the sometimes and 
otherwise "shadowy figures" who "peopled our past and made us possible," 
here in the present. Very often, census records are the only remaining 
"ancestral traces" that genealogists have available to work with, as they 
attempt to "piece things back together," so please bear with the tedious 
"desert of detail" on the following pages, which I am including in this 
effort to make as~nearly complete as I can this "portrait of our past." 

I will conclude this harangue on the genealogical significance of 
boring old census records with the following lines from T. S. Eliot's 


Four Quartets--"Little Gidding," Part V: 
We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 


Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time. 
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NOTES ON THE 1820 CENSUS REPORT 
ON JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 
ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES 


Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. was born on August 27, 1800, so the 1820 
census report is the first one in which his name appears as head of a 
household. I don't have the exact date that this census report was 
recorded, but it probably was in the spring or summer of 1820. 

In 1820, Joseph and his first wife, Mary Ann King Lawton, still were 
young newlyweds, having married on December 16 of the previous year. No 
children had been born at this time, but their first child, William Henry 
Lawton, would arrive the following year--on August 30, 1821. Four other 
children would be born in the years following: John Goldwire in 1823, 
Joseph Maner, Jr. in 1825, Mary Ann in 1827, and James King, whose year 
of birth I do not have. 

As you can see by looking at the census report on the next page, only 
the name of the head of the household was listed in these early reports. 

I have drawn lines to indicate where Joseph's name appears on this report 
for 1820. According to the enumerator's notation, Joseph's age in 1820 
was in the 16-25 range, which is correct, since he would have been 19 or 
20 in 1820, depending upon exactly when the census was taken. Mary Ann 
King Lawton's age in 1820 was listed in the 17 to 26 range, which also is 
correct, since she would have been about 17 years old at the time. 

It is difficult to determine exactly where Joseph and Mary were living 
in 1820, but judging from the names of the families surrounding them, my 
guess is that they were living in the Robertville area--very likely on or 
near Black Swamp Plantation or Mulberry Grove Plantation. "Next door" was 
a very "relative" term back in this day and age, but even so, it is very 
interesting to note that one of Joseph and Mary's "next-door neighbors" 
was Tristram Verstille, whose sister Charlotte was a noted diarist of this 
period. 

As for Joseph's slaves in 1820, he owned 28--14 males and 14 females, 


9 of whom were children. All of t®®m are of course anonymous on the census. 


THE 1820 CENSUS REPORT 
ON JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 
AND HIS FAMILY 


































































































doe Beco Die, 
ane “Die Wat 
(Fiton. Daisy eer 




















1 
1 

















had 


pri ee VAAL Re aes a 


: Bealirivon U LE 





os 


cae 
























































REG oe eZ 
x ie 
Gow: vee 606 Ole, : . | 
Sages rad CL Sdteut H il 4 





a Ps. SEL 
































© Santas bas ay eae 


le Tie oat Ce aa s 


Ct Oy. wae Ler. 
Sein lier ee ep: ‘Dram 





























CAM Oe 
iF ec. feed: 





- 
Certs OE 


P Ne } €xhe Ci ie 
ott Ehene- 
Pes St Pre 
S [One 


ns), 099 
: eg Dien ? 


Curr" eee Ge ree 
pe 
Shiee & oF Soa 


lee Aero 
ar ee eae 


Aheory ( Serra) oN 
lee ae 


























Gxt Cyt 
Ben aa 
GC ULF 


Ware: tA ern 
Shee aa 





> Vdc the 


OO 14 





Dore oe 
Cer FEN t 
NS) Faxes ede 
gh eetan Sard boonct-—~-. 


aes 


bce 























oa aes A 











EE Eee ees 





















































129 
































a 


REPORT 


CENSUS 


820 


rd 


THE 


THE SLAVES OF 


JOSEPH 


SR. 


MANER LAWTON, 


es 
ain 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































130 


NOTES ON THE 1830 CENSUS REPORT 
ON JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 
ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES 


I do not know the exact date that this census report was recorded, 
and for that reason it presents a number of puzzles, none of which I can 
resolve without further research and information. 

On January 1, 1840, Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr.'s household should have 
consisted of the following members of his family: Joseph, his wife, Mary 
Ann King Lawton, and their five children--William Henry, John Goldwire, 
Joseph Maner, Jr., Mary Ann, and James King. According to the 1830 census 
notations on the next page, however, there are some "missing people." 

Most notably missing is Joseph's wife, Mary Ann King Lawton, who died 
on July 13, 1830, a fact which leads me to suspect that the 1830 census was 
taken after this date. Still, where are all the other members of Joseph's 
family in 1830? I see Joseph in the "correct, 30-40-age column" for 1830, 
and I also see two, possibly three of his children, but the "blot" in the 
"5-l10-year column" thwarts my efforts to piece everything together. 

Until such time as I can obtain additional research material and study 
these in more detail, perhaps the "safest summary" I can provide you with 
on the 1830 census report on Joseph Maner Lawton is as follows: At this 
time, he very recently had lost his first wife, Mary Ann King Lawton, and 
was struggling to take care of five children, the oldest of whom was nine 
years old, the youngest an infant of several months or weeks. If I had 
been Elizabeth Allen Thomson at this time, I wouldn't have given Joseph 
the time of day, let alone my hand in marriage, but fortunately for us she 
did, and that's what genealogy is all about--who, what, when, where, and 
ABOVE ALL, WHY? 

As for Joseph's slaves in 1830, he owned 58--30 more than in 1820. 

Of these, 31 were males and 27 were females, at least 15 of them children. 
He still was living in Robertville, either with or "next door" to his 


mother, Catharine Maner Lawton, whose name appears immediately above his. 
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NOTES ON THE 1840 CENSUS REPORT 
ON JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 
ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES 


This 1840 census report on Joseph Maner Lawton and his family was 
recorded eight years before Maner Soule Lawton was born, but I am in- 
cluding it anyway, simply for the sake of completeness of this family's 
background. 

Prior to the 1850 census, only the head of a household was listed 
by name. Everyone else in the household was listed simply by age and 
gender. As you can see by looking at the listings for Joseph's family 
on the next page, it often can be a real challenge, attempting to figure 
out who was who, especially if the census-taker was careless--which in 
this particular case he obviously and unfortunately was. With the help 
of subsequent census records and other family information, however, it 
is possible to correct the errors in this 1840 census. 

Rather than going into all the numerous errors in this census, I am 
simply going to summarize it briefly and "quietly correct it" below. J+ 
would be most confusing to attempt to explain such a record in any other 
manner, SO....- 

In 1840, there were 135 people living on Joseph Maner Lawton's plan- 
tation--ten white people and 125 slaves. The white people consisted, of 
course, of Joseph, Elizabeth Thomson Lawton, and eight children--~five by 
Joseph's first wife, Mary Ann King, and three by Elizabeth. The slaves 
consisted of 75 men and 50 women, 53 of whom were children under 10 years 
old. According to the census, one of Joseph's slaves was a man who was 
100 years old or older, but surely this is an error. 

Joseph's sons in 1840 were as follows: Wiliiam:Henry;:age 19; John 
Goldwire, age 17; Joseph Maner, Jr., age 15; Benjamin Thomson, age:8; 
Wesley, age 5; and James King, age unknown. His daughters were Jane 


Maner, age 2; and Mary Ann, age 13. 
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ST. PETER'S PARISH, BEAUFORT DISTRICT, SC 
THE 1850 CENSUS REPORT ON JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 
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Maner Soule Lawton was born on October 2, 1848, so this July 16, 1850 
census report is the first official record that we have of his existence. 
Unfortunately, the census-taker who recorded this report was very careless 
in writing down names and ages, so practically everything he wrote down on 
Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr.'s family has to be verified through other sources. 

Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. was born on August 27, 1800, so he would have 
been 49 years old in July of 1850, not 52 years old. Joseph's second wife. 
Elizabeth Allen Thomson Lawton, was born on March 4, 1810, so the census- 
taker accidentally recorded her age correctly. She had turned 40 in March 
of 1850. Elizabeth's age is one of the few accuracies in this report. 

In July of 1850, Joseph's four oldest children, all by his first wife, 
Mary Ann King Lawton, were out on their own and married: William Henry was 
28 years old and married to Sarah Ann Bolling Green; John Goldwire was 27 
years old and married to his first wife, Catherine Maner; Joseph Maner, Jr 
was 24 years old and married to his first wife, Sarah R. Guerard; Mary Ann 
was 22 years old and married to Samuel Perry Maner. Joseph's only child by 
Mary Ann King who was still living at home in July of 1850, was James King 
Lawton, about whom I will comment later. 

As for Joseph and Elizabeth's other children in July of 1850, their 
names (most of which are misspelled) and ages (all but one of which are 
incorrect) are as follows: Benjamin Thomson, who was 18, not 19 years old; 
Wesley (not "Westley"), who was 14, not 17 years old; Francis Asbury (not 
"Ashbury"), who was 9, not 15 years old; Jane Maner, whose name and age, 
ll, both miraculously are correct; Thomas Oregon (not "Origon"), who was 
4, not 9 years old; and Maner Soule, who was 21 months, not 5 years old. 

Living with the Lawton family in July of 1850 was a Methodist Preache} 
by the name of Thomas Mitchell, 26 years old, from North Carolina. I know 
nothing about this person, but he undoubtedly was one of the many preachers 
whom Joseph welcomed into his home. Joseph's obituary makes reference to 
the fact that he always opened his home to young men training for the 
pulpit. 





CONTIRUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 


NOTES ON THE 1850 CENSUS REPORT ON JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR., 
CONTINUED 


I have no idea how a person's wealth was calculated in Joseph's time, 
but in July of 1850 the appraised value of his real estate was $10,000.00. 
Since the 1850 census report does not include an estimate of the personal 
wealth of an individual, there is no way to determine the value of what- 
ever other assets Joseph may have possessed in 1850. As you will see in 
his 1860 census report, however, he obviously knew how to manage money, 
for his wealth increased dramatically--from $10,000.00 to $60,000.00 in 
real estate holdings, and $140,000.00 in personal assets. Cotton never 
really impressed me much when I was growing up and "picking at it" back 
in the 1950's, but in the 1850's, it definitely was a "creator of kings"! 

Among other interesting genealogical items in this census report is 
the listing for James Lawton, age 22. Throughout my Lawton research, he 
has been somewhat of a "mystery man" for many years. I knew all along 
that he was the youngest child of Joseph and his first wife, Mary Ann 
King, but I had no date of birth for him until this census report, nor do 
I yet know when he died and where he is buried. According to his age in 
this 1850 census report, however--and we can only hope that his age is 
one of the census-taker's "accidental accuracies"--James (whose full name 
was James King Lawton) was born in 1828. This date probably is correct, 
although he could have been born as early as December of 1827 (which is 
extremely unlikely), or as late as July of 1830, which is possible, but 
again, unlikely. Further research may pinpoint James' date of birth more 
precisely, but for the time being, these are the best figures that I can 
come up with: Mary Ann Lawton, Joseph and Mary King's next-to-last child, 
was born on March 27, 1827, so James could not have been born any earlier 
than December of 1827, barring some sort of miracle. Mary King Lawton 
died on July 14, 1830, so James obviously was born before that date. The 
rest is simple math--and further research. For now, the important thing 


is that the 1850 census report is the only record we have of James Lawton. 
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IT apologize for the dark:and partially illegible copy quality of the 
July 1850 "Slave Schedule" of Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr., on the next two 
pages. The original record, which will be 150 years o14a this guly, is 
very yellow with age and almost impossible to reproduce clearly, even on 
the most high-tech copying machines. At least the copy that appears on 
the following pages will give you an idea of what the original record 
looked like, as well as an idea of how the information on slaves was 
recorded. 

For some reason, Joseph's July 1860 "Slave Schedule" copied quite 
clearly, perhaps because it was recorded on paper of better quality, and/ 
or because it was exposed to less harmful temperature and humidity con- 
ditions. It is a miracle that any of these old records survived, since 


they were stored in Columbia, which Sherman's army burned to the ground. 


139 










































































































































































































































































1850 


a 
q 











leily 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a 


° 


Se en ee 
o @ 








JULY 18, 1860 


ST. PETER'S PARISH, BEAUFORT DISTRICT, 


sc 
SR. 


THE 1860 CENSUS REPORT ON JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, 
AND HIS FAMILY 















pike 1800; Aidan hana. tt makes 

























































































































a 






































































































Za 

“ 3 x j Be alee ead ‘Vauve ov Esrate Ownen. | : | Ee i | 
18 214 i ont oa , £4) Whether deaf and | 
2 ca Ai § name of overy erson’whose usval Profeesion, Occupations or Trade of i Pleee of Birth, al dumb, vind, on 
eae g | (Place of abade on fee frat day of June, ‘each person, male and female, over t Value af. . Value of Naming the Stats, Territory, Sy idiotic, ‘pauper. | hse 
Bas 18, was in this family. . | 13 yeart of age." Real Estate. Personal . I ‘or Country. | i zi canvies: 

Ty. a “hs, I. 7: ‘ 8 » ao 10 ‘ 7 mo 

Tibet - Late 2 ae, 2 : i i ‘ . 

£6 | ftv | Yoo Face 7 ee) ae ee pe eee ee | aie 
é : ft ZA ' of t 

— ’ : = : Be Grr V EE PA)! | | 4 |_| 

afl : . J } : | eae sc | es | 

a : i | i : } |e ‘ ie 

| } rf | to Ce es a a 

iD baits fe : ae ' he ae vi AR i 
fj ! ised | ae Z| -- 

a P I : 4 : ‘ i ‘ L ' 4 : , : L 
a Vi oe ice [ Meee A 1H ft 

t . | i io i |! Te eee a T 7 . me i 7 

H fl rat ; : i ' x i ; ' ‘ a ae : 
h Pa Pore, | 3 th | 2 oe eae Paes ee 
Tra _————SS SS : = aati s —————_—— 
Adisy | 2} 7 4} j i 

fete ae H i 

MUL: | Ble kLt Or Gratti Ae ea | = 





























Joseph Maner Lawton died on December 5, 1862, so this July 18, 
1860 census is the last one that was recorded of him with his family. 
It also is the last census that ever was recorded for any members of 
our family in the "Old South. When the next census was taken, in the 
summer of 1870, all of the wealth and prosperity reflected in the above 
report had been swept away or reduced to rubble and ruin. 

In this 1860 census, you will notice that Maner Soule Lawton's 
name appears on line 40. His age is listed as 12, but he actually was 
11 at the time, since his 12th birthday would not occur until October 
of this year. 

As you can see by glancing at the "Value Of Estate Owned" columns, 
Cypress Vale Plantation was in its grandest and most productive prime 
in 1860, and Joseph and his family were "stepping in high cotton," as 
the folks back then used to say. With $60,000.00 in real estate and 
$140,000.00 in personal wealth, the family had been abundantly blessed. 
It would be interesting to know how much $200,000.00 in Joseph's day-- 
140 years ago--would be worth today. 

In 1860, seven of Joseph's twelve children were married and had 
families of their own: William Henry, John Goldwire, Joseph, Jr., Mary 
Ann, James King, and Benjamin Thomson. One son, Wesley, had died in 
1851. With "only" four children left to rear, Elizabeth no doubt was 
beginning to think she could see "the light at the end of the tunnel." 
Little did she know the "source" of the light" and how it would affect 
the rest of her life. 
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NOTES ON THE JULY 18, 1860 
"SLAVE SCHEDULE" OF JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 

In the 1800's, a "slave schedule" simply was a "census inventory" of 
all the slaves that an individual owned. The slaves were never listed by 
name, but instead by age and gender only. In July of 1850, Joseph Maner 
Lawton owned 105 of these "forever anonymous individuals"--47 males and 
58 females, 52 of whom were children between the ages of one and fifteen. 

With 52 screaming children--not to mention all the cows, horses, hogs 
chickens, geese, and a myriad of other "barnyard denizens" mooing, neighin 
squealing, squawking, honking, and carrying on--Cypress Vale must have bee) 
one of the noisiest plantations on this planet! I'm sure it was a lovely 
place, but the human and animal racket must have been deafening! 

A breakdown by age and gender of Joseph's slaves in 1850 yields some 
interesting and unusual details, specifically concerning his "work force." 
One would expect the majority of his slaves to have consisted of young to 
middle-aged men, since Cypress Vale, with over 3,700 acres, would have 
required endless amounts of hard manual labor. If you examine his "slave 
schedule" on the next page, however, you will see that Joseph's male slaves 


who were in their prime were greatly outnumbered by his female slaves. 


on 


Of Joseph's 47 male slaves, 29 were children between one and fifteen 
years old, and 10 were between thirty-six and eighty years old. Only eight 
were in their prime years--between twenty-one and thirty years old. [It is 
difficult to imagine how the work distribution was handled. 

Of Joseph's 58 female slaves, 23 were children between one and fifteen 
years old, and 19 were between thirty-six and eighty years old. Sixteen 
were between sixteen and thirty-five years old, and they no doubt made up 
a significant portion of the work force. 

Even with 105 slaves, a plantation the size of Cypress Vale must have 


been a full-time job. Joseph obviously was successful at his endeavors, 


however, and themworld he knew must have been beautiful while it lasted. 
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NOTES ON THE 1860 SLAVE SCHEDULE 
OF JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR. 


As you can see, the 1860 Slave Schedule for Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr. 
is much easier to read than the 1850 Schedule, probably because of various 
differences in temperature, humidity, etc., where the original records 
were stored. 

If I have counted correctly, in 1860 Joseph owned 117 slaves--44 men 
and 73 women, of whom 57 were children between the ages of one and fifteen 
years old. 

A more specific breakdown of Joseph's slaves is as follows: 21 males 
and 36 females between the ages of one and fifteen; 15 males and 25 females 
between the ages of sixteen and thirty-five; and 8 males and 12 females 
between the ages of thirty-six and eighty. 

As was the case with Joseph's slaves in 1850, his workforce of slaves 
in their prime years was relatively small, when one considers the total 
number of slaves he owned. It is difficult to imagine how he managed to 
cultivate and care for Cypress Vale Plantation, which consisted of over 
3,700 acres, with only 40 prime-aged workers--15 men and 25 women. He 
obviously did manage, though, and on a grand scale. 

I wish there were some way for us to learn the names of at lease some 
of Joseph's slaves, but it is unlikely that we ever willdiscover anything 
more about them, since his will and other records were burned. Still, I 
plan to continue searching, for one never knows what might turn up in an 


old attic or some other forgotten place. 
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JULY 20, 1870 
ST. PETER'S PARISH, BEAUFORT COUNTY, SC 
THE 1870 CENSUS REPORT ON 
MRS. ELIZABETH ALLEN THOMSON LAWTON 
WIDOW OF SENATOR JOSEPH MANER LAWTON, SR.) 
AND MANER SOULE AND ADELAIDE SAMS LAWTON 
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Of all the countless census reports I have ordered from the State 
Archives in Columbia over the past thirty years, this 1870 census with- 
out a doubt is the most "visually frustrating" one that I ever have had 
to deal with. As "smeary" and illegible as it is, however, we must be 
thankful that anything at all survived for our perusal from this bleak 
period, since the aftermath of the Civil War was a time of great chaos 
and notoriously poor record-keeping. In time, I perhaps will be able 
to obtain a clearer copy of the above census record, but for now this 
is the best copy available. 

Tf you study and analyze the above data with a magnifying glass-- 
as I have had to do--you can piece together our "family situation" in 
1870 as follows: In July of 1870, our ancestress, Elizabeth Thomson 
Lawton, the widow of Senator Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr., was listed as 
the head of her household, although I do not know exactly where she was 
living at this time. Living with her were were the following people: 
Maner Soule, Addie, and two other people whose names I can not figure 
out--possibly Catherine and Thomas? I have no idea who these last two 
people might be. 

Elizabeth's net worth in 1870 appears to have been about $260.00-- 
quite a "dip" from her husband's net worth of $200,000.00 in 1860, just 
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ten years before. What an extraordinary example of the French saying, 
"Clest la guerre"!--translated, "That's war." 

Maner Soule's net worth, on the other hand, seems to have been a 
bit better, although I have no idea what it was based upon. He seems 


to have had a "portfolio" of about $4,000.00 in 1870, which probably 
was a "tidy sum" back then, though not nearly as "tidy" as his father's 
$200,000.00 "portfolio" :in 1860. Obviously, however, life went on back 
in those hard times--as all of us are here to prove and celebrate. 


CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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THE 1870 CENSUS REPORT ON MANER SOULE LAWTON, CONTINUED 


As far as their everyday lives were concerned in July of 1870, Maner 
Soule and Addie definitely had taken a "giant step" down, in terms of the 
abundant material wealth and other comforts to which they both had been 
accustomed in the 1850's and early 1860's. Cypress Vale, Maner Soule's 
home, had been reduced to rubble and ruin by Sherman's troops, and Addie's 
home in Beaufort had been confiscated and sold by the post-Civil War Recon 
structionists, so "all that was gone," as King Maner used to say. Still, 
even though Maner Soule and Addie had gone from "high cotton to low cotton 
as the saying went back then, they probably didn't spend too much time 
bemoaning the misfortunes and losses of their not-so-distant past. They 
had the present and future to deal with in 1870, and deal with them they 
did--and very well, I think. 

It is difficult to picture Maner Soule and Addie as young newlyweds, 
but in July of 1870 that is exactly what they were, having been married 
before their "first census together"--on 
November 18, 1869. In addition, Addie was eight months pregnant with 
Francis Joseph Lawton, their first child, who would be born the following 
month--on August 29, 1870. Our ancestors both were just twenty-one years 
at this time, with thirty-seven years and eight children to look forward 
to aS a married couple. 

Even though the world they previously had known-~so ugly in some 
ways, so elegant in others--had been swept away and indeed was "Gone With 
The Wind," our ancestors prevailed, and gave us the ultimate gift--their 


past, our present, and a future for many descendants to come. 
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JUNE g, 1880 
LAWTON TOWNSHIP, BRIGHTON VILLAGE, 
HAMPTON COUNTY, SC 
THE 1880 CENSUS REPORT ON MANER SOULE LAWTON 


AND HIS FAMILY 
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When this census was taken on June §, 1880, Maner Soule and Addie 
Sams Lawton were living on the present site of the old Lawton Home Place 
on Lawtonwood Plantation, having moved from the back of the plantation 
in 1878 or 1879. No known records exist to tell us exactly when the new 
home site was first occupied, but according to King Maner, my grandfather, 
Brewton Sams Lawton, was the last child of Soule and Addie to be born at 
the old home site, and Grandfather was born on July 3, 1878, so I'1l1 let 
the math experts in the family take over from there. 

In June of 1880, Soule and Addie were "living the hard life"--very 
different from the lifestyles to which they had been accustomed back in 
the 1850's and 1860's, when "the land flowed with milk and honey." They 
still had their land, of course, but that is about all they had. With 5 
hungry mouths to feed, they really must have had to struggle, and struggle 
they did, with scores of descendants to attest to their success. 

To me, these old census reports and various other family records are 
priceless, in that they provide us with a unique opportunity to "tiptoe 
back into the past" and catch a glimpse of our ancestors when they still 
were children, completely oblivious to the fact that their descendants 
someday would be "peeping in" on a "world that used to be." 
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JUNE 7, 1880 
LAWTON TOWNSHIP, BRIGHTON VILLAGE, HAMPTON COUNTY, SC 
THE 1880 CENSUS REPORT ON MANER SOULE LAWTON 
AND HIS FAMILY 
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As is so often the case with reading and interpreting old census 
reports, this one is a "visual challenge," so I will "guide you through 
it," as well as I can. 

If you will look in the lower-left corner of the above report, you 
will see where I have written the numbers 1-7. Those numbers represent 
Maner Soule, Addie, and their five children in June of 1880: Francis 
Joseph, Caroline Matilda, Elizabeth Thompson, Brewton Sams, and Thomas 
Oregon. 

To the best of my knowledge, this is the first official record we 
have of our family in the present Lawtonwood Homesite. When the 1870 
census was taken, Maner Soule and Addie were living with his mother, 
Elizabeth Thomson Lawton, so there is no known record of the years they 
lived at the "01d Homesite," on the back of the plantation. 


CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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1880 CENSUS REPORT ON MANER SOULE LAWTON, CONTINUED 


One interesting thing about this census report is the census-taker's 
notation right above his entries for Maner Soule's family: "Here ends the 
Village of Brighton." 

This notation is somewhat of a puzzle to me, since I'm not sure where 
Brighton begins and ends today, let alone what areas it encompassed in the 
1880's. According to the 1880 census report, Maner Soule and Addie lived 
immediately past Brighton, with no families between, but that hardly seems 
possible, since there must have been dozens of families tiving on the Old 
Augusta Road during this time. I really wish I knew more about my "old- 
time geography," especially between Brighton and Shirley, because right now 
all I know is what King Maner used to teil me: The "whole country," as he 
used to cali it, was known as Brighton--all the way from Garnett to Shirley 

Another interesting thing about this 1880 census report is that it is 
the only known record we have of Francis Joseph ("Frankie") Lawton, the 
first child of Maner Soule and Addie. Born on August 29, 1870, he of cours: 
did not appear on the 1870 census, since it was taken on July 20, 1870, a 
little over a month before he was born. Frankie died on November 5, 1885, 
five years before the 1890 census (which was destroyed in a fire anyway), 
so the 1880 census is the first, last, and only glimpse that we have of him 
as a living member of our family. I still am searching for an obituary for 
him, but without any success so far. I have always wondered why this child 
died so young--only 15 years old. 

As for the other details on this 1880 census, they are quite accurate, 
with two exceptions--the ages of Elizabeth Thompson and Brewton Sams. In 
June of 1880, Elizabeth was 5 years old instead of 6, and Brewton was 1 
year old instead of 2. Otherwise, the ages of the other members of the 
family are correct: Maner Soule was 31, Addie was 30, Aunt Carrie was 8, 


and Uncle Tommy was "2/12"--born on April 3, 1880, so just two months old. 
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JUNE 5, 1900 
LAWTON TOWNSHIP, HAMPTON COUNTY, SC 
THE 1900 CENSUS REPORT ON MANER SOULE LAWTON 
AND HIS FAMILY 
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Maner Soule Lawton died on September 28, 1907, so this June 5, 1900 
census was the last one that was recorded of him with his family. When 
the next census was taken, in the summer of 1910, Addie Sams Lawton had 
sold Lawtonwood to her oldest surviving son, Brewton Sams Lawton, and 
moved over to the James King Maner home, to live with her daughter Carrie 
Lawton Maner and her family. Here Addie spent the rest of her life, and 
died here on November 6, 1932. 

The above copy of this 1900 census is dark and difficult to read, 
but with effort you can make out the names of the four Lawton children 
who still were living at home at this time: Carrie O., Thomas O., Robert 
O., and James K. My grandfather, Brewton S., does not appear on this 
census--possibly because he was away at school. Aunt Eila was married 
and living (I think) in Savannah at this time, and of course the other 
two children of Soule and Addie-~-Frankie and Annie--had died in 1885 and 
1891, respectively. 

Unlike the 1860 census of the Miles Brewton Sams family, which has 
both parents and all 10 of their children "captured" in a single "moment 
in time," no such census report exists for Soule, Addie, and their eight 
children. The one that would have come the closest to including everyone 
in this family was the 1890 census, which unfortunately was destroyed in 
a fire in Washington, DC, in which virtually all United States census 
records for this decade were burned. Even if it had survived, however, 
the 1890 census would not have included Frankie, who died in 1885, and 
Uncle Jim, who wasn't born until 1891. So it goes with family research, 
however, but we are so very fortunate to have the wonderful abundance of 
genealogical information on our family that did miraculously survive ail 
the calamities of our past. 
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MAY 2, 1910 
LAWTON TOWNSHIP, HAMPTON COUNTY, SC 
THE 1910 CENSUS REPORTS ON THE FAMILIES OF 
JAMES KING MANER, SR. AND BREWTON SAMS LAWTON 
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This 1910 census report on the Maner and Lawton households is very 
faint, so I will have to "walk you through it." 

The vertical line in the left column marks where the two families 
appear on the above census excerpt, and the short horizontal line that 
juts off from it separates the two households. 

This census report would be the last one in which Uncle Jim Maner's 
name would appear On April 10 of the following year, he would succumb 
to the effects of cancer, with which he had struggled for some time. 

In 1910, however, the Maner household consisted of the following people: 
Uncle Jim, Aunt "Cary"(as the census-taker spelled her name), Adelaide 
Maner, King, and two servants. One of thes@ servants was Jennie Butler, 
with whom we are all familiar, but the name of the other servant is not 
legible. 

Conspicuously absent in this census report is our ancestress, Addie 
Sams Lawton. Maner Soule had died three years before this census, and 
Addie almost immediately moved in with Uncle Jim and Aunt Carrie, so we 
have a mystery here: Where was Addie in May of 1910? As you can see by 
reading the names in the Lawton household, she wasn't there either. The 
only names that appear there are as follows: Grandfather Brewton, Grand- 
mother Marian, Uncle Walter, Aunt Adelaide, and two servants, whose names 
are not legible. 

I honestly have no idea where Addie was in May of 1910. She probably 
was upstairs at Uncle Jim and Aunt Carrie's, and just wasn't "in the mood 
to have her census taken that day." You know how folks were back then, 
especially our folks. With chickens to feed, gardens to grow, children 
to raise, and "all that," who had time to stop everything and stand on 
the front porch talking to a census-taker about "things he should have 
written down the last time--back in 1900"? 

The way we were, the way we are-~-there isn't that much difference, 
and that's what makes us unique and interesting and close-knit. 
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JANUARY 16, 1920 
LAWTON TOWNSHIP, HAMPTON COUNTY, SC 
THE 1920 CENSUS REPORT ON CARRIE LAWTON MANER 
AND HER FAMILY 
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Addie Sams Lawton died on November 6, 1932, so this January 16, 1920 
census report is the last available one that we have for her. The 1930 
census report, which was the last one taken while she was still alive, is 
not yet available for research purposes, and probably will not be avail- 
able until about the middle of 2002. 

When this 1920 census was taken, the members of our family more than 
likely still were in shock over the tragic deaths of Frankie, Hart, and 
Robbie Maner, which had occurred just one year previously--between Decem- 
ber of 1918 and January of 1919. After all the negative publicity that 
these unfortunate events already had received in the community and county, 
one can only imagine how uncomfortable the family felt when total stranger 
such as a census-taker came to the door, to ask "Still more sensitive and 
very personal questions," at a time when our people were still mourning. 

As a genealogist, I am most grateful to Mr. John Hancock Robert, the 
census-taker who recorded the above report--and who undoubtedly was one of 
our family's close cousins. As an English teacher, I would like to have 
the man resurrected and forced to drink ink for his sloppy and absolutely 
inexcusable penmanship! His handwriting would horrify his namesake. 

Only by cussin' under your breath and using a magnifying glass can 
you make out the names on our above "family roster": Maner, Carrie Lawton: 
Adelaide S.; James K.; Lawton, Sarah A.; Maner [first name illegible]; 
Lawton, Thomas 0O.; Lawton, Nannine W.; Lawton, James M,; Lawton, Virginia 
B.; and Lawton, Thomas O., Jr. 


CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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THE 1920 CENSUS REPORT ON CARRIE LAWTON MANER 
AND HER FAMILY, CONTINUED 

It is difficult to imagine Adelaide and King Maner, and Virginia and 
Tommy Lawton as children, but here they are, eighty years ago, "frozen in 
time," when they still were “full of mischief and magic," as only children 
Can be. Here, too, are Aunt Carrie and Great-Grandmother Addie--the forme: 
just 47 years old, the latter "only 70," with many beautiful and bountiful 
years ahead of them. 

This is the way I best remember and derive the ultimate elegance and 
"essentiality" from our ancestors and bygone loved ones--not only by going 
out to Black Swamp to visit their gravesites and "remember them with some 
flowers," but by "capturing them at a particular moment in time," when thet 
were real people, going about their everyday affairs, which, among infinite 
other things, resulted in our being here to honor them. 

As I look back at all the names on the census report on Aunt Carrie's 
household in 1920, I am keenly reminded of my frequent visits to King's 
back in the 1980's. As we would sit around and talk about family history 
and "the old days,” King periodically would shake his head and say, "You 
know, Son, this old house just isn't the same anymore. It used to be full 
of people--full of folks." As the 1920 census report proves, King's old 
house indeed was "full of folks," and the folks are full of memories, some 
of which IT have attempted to preserve and pass along to future generations 


in this family history. 
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OCTOBER 29, 1850 


ST. HELENA'S PARISH, TOWN OF BEAUFORT, SC 
THE 1850 CENSUS REPORT ON MILES BREWTON SAMS, 
AND HIS FAMILY 
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Sarah Adelaide Sams was born on March 1, 1849, so this October 29, 
1850 census report on her family is the first official record we have 
of her existence. At this time, Addie was one year and eight months 
old, the then-youngest child of Miles Brewton and Carrie Oswald Sams. 
In addition to the six children whose names appear on this 1850 census 
(Lewis Reeve, Robert Oswald, Emma Lavinia, Marion Washington, Anna 
Edings, and Sarah Adelaide), Miles and Carrie would have four more 
children before the next census, in 1860: Richard Henry, born October 
29, 1850, the same day thts census was taken; Miles Brewton, Jr., born 
October 22, 1852; Duncan, born November 10, 1854; and Caroline Matilda, 
born November 2, 1856. 

To me, this 1850 census report is an invaluable reference source, 
since it once and for all resolves the enigma-~at least as far as I am 
concerned--of exactly where Addie Sams was born. For many years, no 
one in the family has been able to determine whether she was born at 
The Retreat, the Sams family's summer plantation home on Datha Island, 
or at her parents' home on Prince Street in Beaufort. 

While it still is possible that Addie was born on Datha, the above 
Census record leads me to conclude that she was born in Beaufort. At 
the very top of the census report, you will notice that the person who 
recorded the data on Addie's family clearly wrote "The Town of Beaufort. 
In genealogical research, this notation is not absolute proof of where 
our ancestress was born, but it probably is as close to absolute proof 
as we will ever find. 
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AUGUST 20, 1860 
ST. HELENA'S PARISH, BEAUFORT DISTRICT, SC 
THE 1860 CENSUS REPORT ON MILES BREWTON SAMS 
AND HIS FAMILY 
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This August 20, 1860 census is the last one that was recorded on 
Miles Brewton Sams and his family while they were living in Beaufort, 
SC. When the next census was taken, in the summer of 1870, the Sams 
and hundreds of other old Beaufort and Sea Islands families had been 
displaced by the Union Army and were refugeeing in various parts of 
the Upcountry--or wherever else they could re-establish themselves 
and begin anew. As we all know, Miles and his family eventually re- 
located in Gaffney, SC, where they spent the rest of their lives and 
are buried--Miles dying there in 1894, Carrie in 1898. 

The interesting thing about the above census report on Miles and 
Carrie Sams is that it includes the names and biodata on all 10 of 
their children: Lewis Reeve, Robert Oswald, Emma Lavinia, Marion Wash- 
ington, Anna Erwin, Sarah Adelaide, Richard Henry, Miles Brewton, Ur., 
Duncan, and Caroline Matilda. As was usually the case in this day and 
time, a couple with this many children would have had some who had died, 
some who were away at school, some who had married and were no longer 
living at home, etc., but in this rare case, the Sams family was "all 
present and accounted for." 

For Maner Soule Lawton and Sarah Adelaide Sams, the year 1860 was 
a time of abundance and innocence. They were 11 years old, the world 
they both knew soon would come to a frightful end, and they had never 
met. We may never Know what series of circumstances brought these two 
together, but isn't it fun to speculate and wonder? 
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NOTES ON THE MARCH 16, 1839 
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
OF CATHARINE MANER LAWTON 
I intended to include Catharine Maner Lawton's entire Last Will And 

Testament in this family history, but it appears that I accidentally left 
out several pages. The complete will is nine pages long, but the six pages 
that follow will give you an idea of and an insight into the thinking of 
the time, as well as an understanding of how our ancestors managed their 


slaves and personal estates. 


Maner Soule and Addie Sams Lawton did not leave wills, for I certainly 


would include copies of these records in this section if they had. Joseph 
Maner Lawton, Sr., on the other hand, did leave a will, but it unfortunately 
was destroyed by "Mr. You Know Who." Only by some miracle did Catharine's 


will survive, so it indeed is a genealogical treasure. When I update this 
family history next year, I will be sure to include the missing pages. In 
the meantime, the pages that follow will have to suffice. 

At first sight, Catharine's will is visually daunting, but if you iet 
your eyes become accustomed to the elegant old script, it becomes really 
quite easy to read. The original copy of this will is on file among-the 
Lawton Family Papers at South Caroliniana Library in Columbia. The pages 
it is written on are much larger than those that appear herein, so I had 
to reduce them to fit in this volume. 

Catharine Maner Lawton, of course, was Maner Soule Lawton's grand- 
mother, but she died in 1842, six years before he was born, so naturally 
his name does not appear in her will. Maner Soule's father, Joseph Maner 
Lawton, Sr., is mentioned in this will, however, as are a number of other 
family members whose names will be familiar to you. 

As you read and study Catharine's will, pay particular attention to 
the care and concern that she had for the disposition not only for her 
plantations and personal property, but also for her slaves. It was her 


strong desire that they not be separated from their families. 
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Paul Smith Lawton, Jr. 
24 May 1945 — 13 April 2013 


165 


